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The concept of universal beaches have been spreading in Japan over

the past few years. They are laid out with special mats so that families
with baby carriages and wheelchair users can stroll around the beach
and access the shoreline. Suma Beach in Kobe is a pioneer of this

concept. It's located just 20 minutes by train from the Sannomiya area in
the heart of Kobe and close to the Akashi Kaikyo suspension bridge.
On weekends through July and August, volunteers from the Suma

Universal Beach Project> hold various wheelchair-accessible events
and beach activities. You can even take a dip in the water with your
companion by hopping into a HIPPOcampe, an amphibious cutdoor
wheelchair—it lets you fully enjoy the sensation of fleating on the water
and getting rocked by the waves.

The Suma Universal Beach Base, a beach house equipped with a shower
space for wheelchair users, is open to the public free of charge. You can
also choose to visit the Suma Seaside Park, which has a beach, yacht harbor, BlrE—FILfT<., BAAEZELDADNZVTULL
aquarium, and BBQ terrace, -

“Note that the beach may be closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Ensure to
check the status beforehand.
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