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Apr1 - 3 min read

Welcome to Mastodon A I\ P> (j: . [ g ( /

What's different and why it’s better IJ _) fd: R j_—jo> \/ —X
- D ERCGER)Esn
f=)— S Ly kT —

My name is Eugen Rochko and I'm the creator of Mastodon, a free, open-source 7 J ( a fre e ; O p e n —

federated social network. The flagship instance mastodon.soctal has over 24,000

users and is growing fast. You can check it out here. source fe d e rat e d

You have arrived at the place its users endearingly call “fluffy elephant site”.

The default user interface reminds you of TweetDeck, you notice that you S O C i a | n e tWO r k ) o

can write short notices.. Seems familiar. But what is different?

One of Mastodon’s fundamental differences to Twitter is federation. To
bring that word into context, the United States of America are a federation.
In a more technical context: E-mail is federation. It means that users are
spread throughout different, independent communities, yet remain unified
in their ability to interact with each other. You can send an e-mail from
GMail to Outlook, from Outlook to someone’s private e-mail inbox.
Mastodon’s federation is similiar: users from different sites (let’s call them
“instances”) establish connections between these sites by following each

other and sending each other messages like on any other social network.
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