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Ibasho for Children Engaged in “toukoukyohi/futoko (school
truancy/non-attendance)” : An Outlook Through the Lens of Policy
and Current Practices

Daisuke Nakahara*, Hiroyuki Doi**

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to explore Ibasho “or place, belonging” for “Children Engaged in School
Refusal or Truancy.” First, we examined the 1992 and 2003 reports per the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) in terms of Ibasho. Additionally, we described the policy, doctrine,
and associated problems of the NPO Rainbow House. From this information we determined that there is a gap
between the institutions that the public would like to proactively establish and the programs that are actually
managed and funded with public funds that are difficult to attain. In order for Ibasho to be practically applied,
a diversity of Ibasho must be recognized, and proactive budget support with public funds must be considered.
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