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Headline: The Divorce Bill: De-stigmatising leprosy suffers

The Divorce Bill: De- stzgmatzsmg leprosy sufferers

’ N Itisheartening to

-' note that the goy-
ernment has final
Iy taken note of
the huge lacuna in
the country's laws
which still include
clauses that dis-
eriminate against
these who happen
1o be affected by
leprosy: Recentiy, the government made
a commendable mave towards the elimi-
nation of Jeprosy discrimination in In-
dia with the Lok Saltha passing the bill
removing leprosy as a ground for di-
vorre In todey’s age, when lepmsy, be
ing a bacterial disedse, & treatable, and
& persan becomes noa-infective within
24 hours of starting treatment, the
grounds on which the law was made no
Ionger exist. Even more. disease and ail-
ment as a legitimate reason for divoree
within the legal system only enhances
and reaffirms the stigma that exists
against those affected and is a violation
of human rights, This step is sure to
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contribute to the improvement of the
averall seclal environment and the neg-
ative peroeption around leprosy,

Tt is worth noting hene that even to-
day there are around 19 national and
state laws and passibly more municipal
and Jocal body laws that discriminate
on the basis of lepross In fact, the law
commission had, in April 2015, suo
moto drafted an KDPAL (Eliminating
Discrimination Against Persons Affoet-
& by Leprosy) bill, which sought to
render null and void any law/clsuse
which diseriminates on the basis of
leprosy This bill would have obvlated
the need for the tedious paﬂmnentan'

aversight on clause-by-
tion for nnlra\wnmg tenets, U nnrm
nately. desplte having been taken up by
anumber of NGO, this bill kas not
found a suitable champion

"The passing of the Divarce Bill isen-
comrnging sinee it recognises leprosy as
amedical candition, as a disease which
can be diagnosed, treated, and cured
Through Multi-Drug Therapy (MDT),
more than 15 million persons have been

dglobally in the kast two decades.
The strung message that this Bill sends
i that leprosy need not be feared It is
in line with the protection of human
rights of those affected by leprosy India
is asignatory to the UN Human Righis
Couneil Resolution reco gnising dis-
crimination against leprosy to bea vio-
Tation of hurnan rights. For those affect-
ed, it is a reafYirmation of their rights
and agovernment recognition that the

stigma against the disease is unwar
ranted.

The need 10 address the issue of stig:
ma in India is eritical. Today [ndia has
the highest prevalence rate of leprosy
in the warld, More than 55 per cent of
all new cases are in Indin_and India ac-
counts for 3 per ceat of the total global
leprosy burden. Many countries, far be-
hind India in termsof’ economic
growth, have done a better job of tack-

Ling the disease and bringing down the
new cases i Kliminate Rate - which s
Jess than one per 10,000 population. In-
dia too achieved it at the national level
as far back as 2006, Unfor tunately, how-
ever, sinee then the progress in the
elimination of leprosy as a public
health concern has been slow and in ab-
solute numbers - stagnant,

The government has in recent years
taken cognlsance of thisand intensi-
fied irs efforts on multiple fronts to de-
tect, diagnose and treat those affected
Most of these efforts on the medical
side have resulted In many more cases
being identified and in being identfied
before the onset of leprosy-related dis-
abilities. This, in turn, will belp in in-
terrupting the transmission of the dis-
ease and eventually lowering its ind.
dence in the country

A major factor that slows down the
efforts on the medical side 1s the soctal
stigma attached to the disease as it pre
vents people from seeking early treat-
ment. Afraid of social exclusion and re-
jection, those affacted try to hide it till

itean no longer be hidden. Late detec-
tlon and treatment, even though it can
cure the discase cannot reverse the
nerve damage and disabilities. [t also
results in the continued transmission
of the disease.

To address the stigma, greater social
awareness and a change in the social
environment where leprosy is no long:
erfeared and those affected are accept-
od and included is essential. To this
end. the recent Divorce Bill is a step in
the right direction. [t gives the right so-
clal message.

The good work begun by the povern-
ment o the social front needs to be fur-
ther strengthened, The diseriminatory
clauses in the different laws peed to be
annulled: affirmative action 1o Include
those affected within the social welfare
net needs to be stepped up; above alla
determined effoct & raising awareness
abour selentifle facts about leprosy and
overcoming myths and fears associated
with it addressed to ensure that India
100 hecomes leprosy free.

Author i Executive Director, S-ILF
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Jaipur. Asa part ofits Young
Partners Program (YPP),
Sasakawa-India Leprosy
Foundation (S-ILF) organised
a sensitisation workshop for
the students of Social Sci-
ences of Central Universityof
Rajasthan. Theprogram was
inaugurated by Head of So-
cial Work Department, Dr.
Subhasis Bhadra.

Dr Vineeta Shanker, Execu-
tive Director Sasakawa-India
Leprosy Foundation said "’
“We want to leave no stone

unturned to provide a digni-
fied life and equal opportuni-
ties to those affected bylep-
rosy and their families.
Sensitisation workshops help
us in raising Awareness, un-
derstanding and acceptance
of those affected by leprosy
and dispel fears about the
disease andthe consequent
stigma against it. | urge the
Youth to support our cause
and help us spread the word.
It is indeed a concern that
India still has large numbers

Sasakawa-India Leprosy Foundation organises college
sensitisation workshop to break myths on Leprosy

of new cases and accounts
for the highest global burden
ofleprosy. Ashort film on lep-
rosy was shown to the stu-
dents depicting the life of per-
sons livinginleprosy colonies
and the hardship theyfacein
their dayto daylife. Thiswas
followed by activity planning
by students to formulate an
action plan to disseminating
the message of demystifying
leprosy in their respective
field work. The session was
conducted by S-ILF staff.
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National Youth Festival
‘Youth Against
Leprosy’
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Fest to create
awareness on
leprosy held

New Delhi: Sasakawa-In-
dia Leprosy Foundation
organized ‘Youth Against
Leprosy’, a national youth
festival aimed to raise the
awareness on leprosy
among youths, at the India
Islamic Cultural Centre
hereon Tuesday;.

S-ILF's annual vouth
festival provides a plat-
form for young people
from non-leprosy back-
grounds (students from
different colleges/univer-
sities) to mingle and inter-
act with youths from lep-
rosy colonies. These inter-
actions are aimed to bust
myths and create social
bridges among college
youths regarding leprosy.

Yohei Sasakawa, WHO
goodwill ambassador for
leprosy eradication, was
present as the guest of
honor. Yohei Sasakawa
has also been nominated
for the Gandhi Peace Prize
by the government of In-
diafor his commitment to-
wards raising awareness
onleprosy.

Rajiv.  Kumarn vice
chairman of Niti Aayog
was thechief guest. e1i
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Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy,
greets students while Chief Guest Dr Rajiv Kumar (L),
Vice Chaimrman, NITI Ayog looks on during the Youth
Against Leprosy — The National Youth Festival organised
by Sasakawa-India Leprosy in New Delhi on Tuesday.
TRIBUNE PHOTO: MUKESH AGGARWAL
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YOUTH FESTIVAL

INDIA ISLAMIC CULTURAL CENTRE, NEW DELHI
930 AM

Get ready to be a part for a youth aware-
ness program - Youth Against Leprosy,
a national youth festival organized by
Sasakawa-India Leprosy Foundation. The
program s aimed 10 raise the aware-
ness levels about leprosy amongst the
younger generation. The festival will

be a finale of all participating colleges
from all over India that undertook the
program and training.
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Company Mame : Sasakawa-India Leprosy Foundation (SILF)

Tuesday, January 29, 2018 Z:3EPM IST (9208 AM GMT)

The Youth Festival Marks an Inclusive National Movement ‘Youth Against Leprosy’ to
Rise Against Stigma and Discrimination Against the Affected

Mew Delhi, Delhi, India

\Y/
& anareness and sensiize youngslers aoout the j
fight against Leprosy and behavior change through a concerled campaion #YoudreNotdione “'E'!F“h"m
Tin gate more than 20 colleges and around 2,000 sfudents Nave Deen ramed under (e program

« Sasakawa - india Leprosy Foandalion (SILF) ergamizes nationwide camps anmually io raise

Thne fesival Was & part of 5-ILF's programme i raise awareness aoour i2prosy as part of 150 Birth Annlversay of Mahsaima Ganoh,
WADSE CONRDUND 19 60 JEDTOSY 13 Well Known

Sasakawa-ndia Leprosy Foundation {S-ILF) arganized "Youth Against Leprosy®, a National Youth Festival aimet 1o raisa [he avwarenass

Mews Summary
lewels about leprosy amongst the younger generation. Held at the India Islamic Cullural Centre in New Dethi, the festival was a finale of all
S5 " 3 v Foun a0 F
participating colleges fram all over India fhal underiook ihe program and fraining. The festival wilnessed widespread participation of youth that Sasakawa-India Leprosy Foundation (3-1LF)
arganized "Youth Against Leprosy’, a
engagad in creafive actiities to maks fhe svert a success. g g ROy a

National Youth Festival aimed fo ratse the
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about leprosy
S@am

New Delhi, Jan 29 To raise awareness about leprosy and to eliminate the stigma
surrounding it, a national youth festival was held in the national capital on
Tuesday by the Sasakawa-India Leprosy Foundation (SILF), an NGO that works
towards creating economic opportunities for leprosy-affected people.

The "Youth against Leprosy' witnessed widespread participation of youth.

Dr Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman of the NITI Ayog who graced the occasion as the
chief guest said youth are harbingers of change and can play a vital role in
bringing those affected by leprosy and their families to the mainstream.

"As a member of the Indian government and as a citizen of this country I support
the cause of leprosy and feel that everyone should come forward to mainstream
those affected by leprosy and their families.

"It is important that we encourage early detection and treatment so that leprosy is
eliminated from the country. However, this can happen only if we fight the stigma
together,” Kumar said.

According to the WHO, India accounts for around 60 per cent of new cases of
leprosy reported globally.

The annual youth festival by the SILF provides a platform for young people from
non-leprosy backgrounds to mingle and interact with youth from leprosy colonies.

Youth festival held in Delhi to raise awareness

These interactions are aimed to bust myths and create social bridges among college youth regarding leprosy.
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Teo raizse awareness about leprosy and o eliminate the
stigma surrounding it, a national youth festival was
held in the national capital on Tuesday by the
Sasakawa-indis Leprosy Foundation {SILF). an NGO
that works towards creating econamic cpporiunities

for leprosy-affected people.

The Youth sgainst Leprosy” witneszed widespread

participation of youth.

Dr Rajiv Kurmar, Vice Chairman of the NITI Ayog who

graced the occasion a5 the chief guest said youth are
harbingers of change and can play a vital role in
bringing chosze affected by leprosy and their families

to the mainstream.

"#s a member of the indizn governmentcand as a
citizen of this country | support the cause of leprosy
and feel that everyone should come forward o
mainstream those affected by leprosy and their

families.
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behavior change through a concerted campaign
#YouAreNotAlone « Till date more than 20 colleges and around
'&Tl 2,000 students have been trained under the program « The
Ejismsmg ivesmeny  1€5tival was a part of S-ILF's programme to raise awareness
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Youth play vital role in bringing change
THE HANS INDIA|© Jan 30,2019, 01:21 AM IST A A A

New Delhi: To raise awareness about leprosy

and to eliminate the stigma surrounding it, a

national youth festival was held in the national
NATIONAL capital on Tuesday by the Sasakawa-India
Leprosy Foundation (SILF), an NGO that works
towards creating economic opportunities for
leprosy-affected people.

The “Youth against Leprosy’ witnessed widespread participation of youth. Dr Rajiv Kumar,
vice-chairman of the NITI Aayog who graced the occasion as the chief guest said youth
are harbingers of change and can play a vital role in bringing those affected by leprosy and
their families to the mainstream.
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“As a member of the Indian government and as a citizen of this country | support the
cause of leprosy and feel that everyone should come forward to mainstream those
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New Delhi, Jan 29 (PTI) To raise awareness about leprosy and to eliminate the stigma surrounding it, a
national youth festival was held in the national capital on Tuesday by the Sasakawa-India Leprosy

Youth festival held in Delhi to raise awareness about
leprosy
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The Youth Festival Marks an Inclusive Naticnal Movement ‘Youth Against
Leprosy' to Rise Against Stigma and Discrimination Against the Affected
News Summary

Mew Delhi, Delhi, India
= Sasskawa - India Leprosy Foundation (SILF) organizes nabonwide camps annually fo raise awareness and

sensifize youngsiers abouf the fight against Lewrosy and behavior change through a concerfed campaign
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Sazakawa-India Leprasy
Foundation {3-ILF) organized
Youth Againsl Lepresy’, a
National Youth Festival ammed fo
ratse the awareness levels about
IBprosy aMongst the younges

india Leprosy F ion (8-ILF) organized “Youth Against Leprosy’, a National Youth Festival generation. Held at the Incia
aimed to raise the awareness levels about leprosy amongst the younger generation. Held at the India Islamic Cultura Islamic Cultural Centre in Mew
Cenlre in New Dehi, the festival was & finale of all participating colleges from sl over India thal under the Dethi, ihe festval was a finale of
program and training. Tha festival witnessed widespread participation of youth that engaged in creative act Al paricipating collsges fom 3l
make [he event & SUCCEss over India that undenock the

.
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‘Youth Against Leprosy’ event held in Delhi to raise
awareness

Devdiscourse News Dosk Newdelhi,Delhi | India I Updated: 29-01-2019 17:26 IST | Created: 20-01-2019 16:33 IST @@ @@

Sasakawa - India Leprosy Foundation (SILF) organizes

Home » News » Business » Article

nationwide camps annually to raise awareness and
sensitize voungsters about the fight against Leprosy and
behaviour change through a concerted campaign
#YouAreNotAlone. Till date, more than 20 colleges and
around 2,000 students have been trained under the
program

The festival was a part of S-1LF's programme to raise
awareness about leprosy as part of 150th Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, whose contribution to
end leprosy is well known.
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Mr Sasakawa’s One -

On - One Interviews

before the launch of
Global Appeal

We organised one —on- one interviews for Mr. Sasakawa on the side-lines of ~S-ILF’s
National Youth festival and Launch of Global Appeal.

We fixed interview with The Times of India, The Hindu, The Indian Express, PTI & The Hindu
Business Line

Below is the snapshot of the coverage




Publication Date Edition

The Hindu 30t Jan 2019 Print

The Hindu Business Line 31%*Jan 2019 Print
The Indian Express 31" Jan 2019 Online
The Economic Times 31 Jan 2019 Online

The Hindu Business Line 31 Jan 2019 Print
Business Standard 31° Jan 2019 Online
Outlook India 31**Jan 2019 Online

The Week 31**Jan 2019 Online

Hans India 31**Jan 2019 Online
India.com 31**Jan 2019 Online

HW news 31° Jan 2019 Online

The Hindu 31**Jan 2019 Print
ndtv.com 31st Jan 2019 Online
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Urge PM To Make Leprosy Eradication Programme
Massive: Gandhi Peace Prize Winner
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114 discfiminatory laws in India against people afflicted by leprosy’ .

Gandhi Peace Prize winner Sasakawa welcdmes recent Bill removing disease as grounds for divorce

curable and not a curse

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN  that it wasa
NEW BELHI “discriminatory” provision from god. They need to be
“There are 114 for a disease that is now told that it cannot be
laws against  curable. passed on from one
people with leprosy that Mr. Sasakawa, who is in generation to another," he
still exists in India. They India currently, has been said.
need to go immediately,” conferred the Gandhi Mr. Sasakawa also
said Yohei Sasakawa, the Peace Prize (2018) for his welcomed the increased in - ¢
World Health Organization  work towards the the number of leprosy
| Goodwill Ambassador for  eradication of the disease cases being reported,
Leprosy Elimination. here and across the world. stating that this will ensure 4
| The Nippon Foundation ~ The prize carries a citation that more people can now
chairman said this while and 1 crore. The names of report and avail of the
welcoming the recent Bill the awardees were chosen | 38 treatment facility available  ®
passed by the Lok Sabha, by a jury headed by Prime ) 3 to leprosy patients.
which removed leprosy as  Mimister Narendra Modi, : 1 Spealdnsabout'-he
grounds for divorce stating Nippon Foundation chairman Yohei Sasakawa said leprosyhas  Gandhi Peace Prize, he
Children have to Five provisions to be tackled ina dual manner, where treatment and social
O A kacaaed Speaking to The Hindu, Mr. discrimination are dealt with together. Gandhi Peace
be about Sasakawa said: “Five FILE PHOTO: SHIV RUMAR PUSHPAKAR in this memorable
"'ﬁ‘“:m provisions of 119 have 1 IR year, which marks the
e already beenre - beboughtdowntozero. livinginvariouscolonies  150th birth annfversary of
completely curable  Rajasthan PanchayatiRaj ~ We are working constantly  are given an allowance, na Gandhi. | thank
andnot a curse Act, 1994; Bombay e Indian will pr the Government of India
from god. They Prevention of Begging Act, ‘ T
needtobetoldthat 1959 (Delhi Extension); ; ution ¢
itcannotbepassed  Orissa Zilla Parishad Act, \
e
generation to ayats Act, !
another Grama [Panchayat
WO Goodail Ambassaces forboprosy CuITeNtl, there are 114
more laws which need to
[ ¥ -
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Leprosy hasn’t made a comeback in India, new cases due to proactive detection: WHO Goodwill Ambassador

‘Early detection and early cure remain a challenge. It is with this that the eradication goal can be achieved,” says Yohei Sasakawa, who is the recipient of Gandhi Peace Prize 2018 for his role in tackling leprosy.

countries-should-follow-india-and-proactively-find-new-leprosy-cases-says-
who-goodwill-ambassador-5560689/lite/? twitter impression=true
Impression: 1,074,719
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Make leprosy eradication programme
massive like Swachh Bharat: Gandhi Peace
Prize winner to Narendra Modi

o o @ # t'n'-"ir-c-'ls A+ & = [

Gandhi Peace Prize winner Yohei Sasakawa
has urged Prime Minister Marendra Modi to

] | make the leprosy eradication programme as
' “massive” as Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and
include it in schoof curriculum to remove the
sfigma attached to it

According to World Health Organisation
{(WHO), India has the highest number of new
cases of leprosy in the world annually,
fellowed by Brazil and Indonesia.

VWHO figures show there were 135,485 new
cases in India in 2016, which is 63 per cent of the 214 733 new cases reporied globally.

India officially eliminated leprosy, a chronological infectious disease caused by
Mycobacterium Leprae. in 2005 by bringing the prevalence rate below 1710000 at the
national level.

However, it has not been able o eradicate the disease despite having it as a national
target. In fact over the years several paris of India, especially rural belts of Bihar,
Lakshadweep, Dadra & Magar Haveli among others have witnessed new cases - all
attribuied to late diagnosis.

Sasakawa, the WHO Goodwill Ambassador for leprosy elimination, chserved that leprosy
patients face discrimination even after they get cured.

His Mippon Foundation supports the resclution of medical issues by backing activities
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Gandni Peace Prize winner Yohei Sasakawa has urged

Minister Narendra Modi to make the leprosy

eradication programme as "massive” as Swachh
2harat Abhiyan and include it in school curriculum to
remove the stigma attached o it

According to World Hesith Organization (WHO), india

has the highest number of new cases of lepr nthe

world annually, followed by Erazil and indonesia.

WHO figures show there were 135 485 new cases in
ndia in 2016, which is €3 per cent of the 214,783 new
cases reported globally.

ndiz officially eliminated leprosy, a chronological
infectious dizease caused by Mycobacterium Leprae,
in 2005 by bringing the prevalence rate below /10000
at the national level.
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Make leprosy eradication prog massive like Swachh

Bharat: Gandhi Peace Prize winner to Modi
f v ] Plin|

By Rupesh Dutta

New Delhi, Jan 31 Gandhit Peace Prize winner Yohei Sasakawa has urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to make the leprosy eradication programme as "massive” as Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan and include it in school curriculum to remove the stigma attached to 1t

According to World Health Organisation (WHO), India has the highest number of new
cases of leprosy in the wotld annually, followed by Brazil and Indonesta.

WHO figures show there were 133,485 new cases in India 1n 2016, whach 1s 63 per cent of
the 214,783 new cases reported globally.

India officially eliminated leprosy, a chronological infectious disease cavsed by
Mycobacterium Leprae, in 2005 by bringing the prevalence rate below 1/10000 at the
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Make leprosy eradication prog massive like
Swachh Bharat Gandhi Peace Prize winner to
Modi

PTI

By Rupesh Dutta

New Delhi, Jan 31 (PTI) Gandhi Peace Prize winner Yohei Sasakawa has urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to make the leprosy eradication programme as "massive" as Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan and include it in school curriculum to remove the stigma attached to it.

According to World Health Organisation (WHO), India has the highest number of new cases
of leprosy in the world annually, followed by Brazil and Indonesia.

WHO figures show there were 135,485 new cases in India in 2016, which is 63 per cent of the
214,783 new cases reported globally.

India officially eliminated leprosy, a chronological infectious disease caused hy
Mycobacterium Leprae, in 2005 by bringing the prevalence rate below 1/10000 at the national
level.

Howevwer it has nat heen able to sradicate the disease despite havino it asa national farcet
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Launch scheme a la Swachh Bharat: Gandhi Peace Prize

awardee Yohei Sasakawa
THE HANS INDIA | © Feb 01,2019, 01:08 AM IST AAA

X Include it in school curriculum to end the stigma

®¥ New Delhi: Gandhi Peace Prize winner Yohei
Sasakawa has urged Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to make the leprosy eradication
programme as “massive” as Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan and include it in school curriculum to
remove the stigma attached to it.
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NEWS UPDATE

New Delhi, Jan 31 (PTIl) Gandhi Peace Prize winner Yohei Sasakawa has urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to make the leprosy eradication programme as “massive” as
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and include it in school curriculum to remove the stigma
attached to it.
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Make leprosy eradication programme
massive like Swachh Bharat: Gandhi Peace
Prize winner to Modi

New Delhi | Gandhi Peace Prize winner Yonai Sasakawa nas urged Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to make the leprosy eradication programme as ‘massive 25 Swachh Bharat Abniyan and
include 1t in school curriculum to remove the stigma attachedto it

According to the Word Heaith Organisation (WHO), India has the highast number of new casss
of leprosy in the world annually, followed by Brazil and Indonesia.

WHO figures show there were 135483 new cases in India in 2016, which is 63 per cent of the
214783 new cases reported globally

India officially eliminated leprosy, a chronological infecticus diseass caused by Mycobacternum
Leprae in 2005 by bringing the pravalence rate below /10000 at the national level.

However, it has not been 3ble 10 eradicate the disease despite having it 25 a national target. In
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commits suicide in
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s -r rrhnc frnrr arross the world under the banner of Internatiorial Chamber of Commerce {ICC), world's
o BIT) nll pledge their support to the Global Appeal 2019 against Leprosy soon here lo
heip create much-needed awareness adeut the crippling disease to ensure its logical end Sgicelet annaunces
o four-day mega sale on
The Globel Appeal has been intiated by Yohet Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for leorosy and Chairman of  select routes

ftion of his work towards

@ the Kippan Foundation, He has been awarded the Gandhi Peace Prize for 2018 in reco
the eradication of the disease war i
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ndation (SILF) has been focusing on fing treatment and social and economic upliftment of the sector
aunss Lhe country.

1) il
Thotigh leprasy is curable, it continue to be mired with stigma and discrimination, restricting the peaple from the Mumbai
T sector to come forward to avail imely medical treatment and adequate rehabilitation. No wonder, despite vanious 5 180% jump in number

efforts, India remain home to rearly half of the total ? lakh leprosy peaple in the world. of Indians seeking visa
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STATE EDITIONS
Illegal colonies will be regularised
in2yrs:Puri

Uk fisenary 160 | PYE | Deim

laws against persons affected by
& and cry from the sector and activis
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“in 201, for example, it repealed the draconian colonial-era Lepers Act, while earlier this it repe
In 2016, for example, it repeled the draconian colonial-era Lepers Act, while earler this month it repealed a law ity

aliowing leprosy as legitimate grou . Both initiatives ar to be commended,” WHO regional director
for South-tast Asia Foonam Khetrana o0 nted recently in her siatement,
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Publication: The Hindu
Edition: All Edition
Headline: Battling more than just a disease

tion of People Affected by Le-
prosy (APAL-Indial, a :np
Poﬂ goup for
patients.
The 55year-okd mu

The fight to end discrimination, stigma and prejudice against peopleamkxed wi;h j
the highest number of new cases in the world in 2017, Bindu Shajan speaks
abandoned as a child due to his medical condition, about the changing

Knowthecisem

My dream and mission is to

work towards zero disability, Leprosy 53

and for that to happen we

need 1o create awareness. 'lmh-muﬂim
detection and treatmen:.

about leprosy, and have

early detection and

I met my wife at the le-

prosy hospital where we  diagnosis

mbﬂhb&;m&‘lv&
have been blessed with
girls,.. we now work ﬁt

APAL to support people af- a5 grounds for

licted with leprosy” s Mr.

Narsappa, who was recently




Publication: The Times of India
Edition: Late City Delhi
Headline: Ending discrimination against leprosy patients

Appeal for action to end
discrimination against
leprosy patients launched

New Delhi: The Nippon Foundation, in col-
laboration with Sasakawa-India Leprosy
Foundation (S-ILF), on Wednesday orga-
nised the Global Appeal 2019 event to bring
international attentionto the stigmaand un-
just treatment faced by those afflicted by lep-
rosy. The appeal was read in presence of
Union minister Ravi Shankar Prasad and
John Denton, secretary general of Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce.

The appeal also highlighted the land-
mark Supreme Court judgment exhorting
the government to act for ending stigma
against persons affected by leprosy through
proactive initiatives for their social and eco-
nomic integration. Yohei Sasakawa, chair-
man of Nippon Foundation and goodwill am-
bassador of World Health Organization for
leprosy elimination, has been named for re-
ceivingthe GandhiPeacePrize 2018, in recog-
nitionof his work towardstheeradicationof
thedisease in India and across the world. eni




Publication: The Hans India
Edition: Hyderabad & Telangana

Headline: Launch scheme a la Swatch Bharat

New Delhi: Gandhi Peace Prize
winner Yohei Sasakawa bas urged
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to make the leprosy eradication
programme a “massive” as
Swachh Bharat Abl and in-
clude it in school curriculum to
remove the stigma attached to it.

1/10000 at the national level.
However, it bas not been able to
eradicate the disease despitehav-
ing it as 2 national target.

In fact, over the years several
parts of India, especially rural
belts of Bihar, Lakshadweep,
Dagra & Nagar Haveli among oth-

LEPROSY ERADICATION

Launch scheme a la Swachh Bharat: Gandhi Peace Prize awardee

But now another problem has
come up and it is the stigna
against leprosy patients even af-
ter they get cured. People in the
society are not ready 1o accept
them,” Sasakawa said. The 80-

ganisation (WHO), Indiahas the
highest number of new cases of

ersha -all
attributed to late diagnosis.
Sasakawa, the WHO Goodwill

prosyin the
fowed by Brazil and Indonesia.
WHO figures show there were
1,35485 new cases in India in
2016, which is 63 per cent of the
24,783 new cases

for lepr
tion, observed that leprosy pa-
tients face discri ion even

who

the Gandhi Peace Award

for his fight against leprosy, espe-
cially in India, said it was impor-
tant for the country to give more

after they get cured. His Nippon
Foundation supports the resolu-
tion of medical issues by backing

ally. India officially
leprosy, a chronological infec-
tious disease caused by Mycobac-
terium Leprae, in 2005 by bring-
ing the prevalence rate below

patients and providing medical
trestment in India through WHO.

“Until 15 years ago, the major
focus was eradication of leprosy.

¥ pro-
gramme. “If T got a chance, |
would definitely meet Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
urge him to make the leprosy
eradication programme a mas-
sive one like the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan so that there is focus.
Also, lessons related to leprosy

should be includied in the school
curriculum 5o as to remove the
stigma,” Sasskawa, who will be
visiting Dadra & Nagar Haveli to
check the newly detected cases,
said. Accordingtothe Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, as of
March 2018, Dadra & Nagar

Haveli witnessed 202 new cases
of leprosy, followed by 6,499 in
Chhattisgarh, 15 in Lakshadweep,
6325 in Odisha, 14,338 in Bihar
and 3979 in Jharkhand. The gov-
ernment initiated the leprosy
control programme in 1955
which was revised as National

hape the will con-

Lepeosy Eradicati
(NLEP) in 1983. Recently, the
bealth ministry introduced sev-
eral programmes for early case
detections, such as Leprosy Case
Detection Campaign, Focused
Leprosy Campaign and Sparsh
& 3

tinbe to intensity its efforts,” he
said

On being asked about the new
cases being detected despite the
government’s efforts and the

ampaign

Sasakawa called for the need

NLEP programme, Sasakawa
said, “Indi; Ttis

not easy to provide coverage to

ple in India towards leprosy pa-
tients. He said only children can
bring change in the society. Asked
if he wanted the Indian govern-
mentto increase the budget allo-
cation for leprosy-related pro-
grammes, he said that he is quite
satisfied with its attitude but
"

However, the health workers are
making every attempt to reach
out to people with leprosy and
thatis why new cases are coming
tolight,” he said. He appreciated
the role being played by Accred-
ited Social Health Activist
(ASHA) workers to extend gov-

escalate their eflorts. “Free med-
icinesare alreadybeing provided
to newly- detected patients, I

emment’s to the
needy and called them the real
man force behind the improving
health system of the country.




Publication: The Telegraph
Edition: Kolkata
Headline: The Nippon Foundation Launches the Global Appeal 2019

The Nippon Foundation launches the

Global Appeal 2019
Continuing its practice of bringing together
different stakeholders to speak up against the
baseless stigma and discrimination that is faced
by persons affected by Leprosy, The Nlppon

Foundation in collaboration with Sasakawa-In-
dia Leprosy Foundation (S-ILF) organised their
annual event Global Appeal 2019. The Inter-
national Chamber of Commerce has endorsed
this year’s global appeal. The appeal was read
in the presence of the Hon’ble Minister of Law
and Technology, Mr Ravi Shankar Prasadand
Mr.John Denton, Secretary General, Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce. It aims at bring-
ing international attention to the stigma and
unjust treatment that still affects those affected
by this fully curable disease.
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Headline: Global Appeal 2019 by Nippon Foundation

T BRERME 1 SdA
3t 2019 AR fd=n

Tl gelt 6l Uep o9 W 9 % 9a9d
JOTE <l SR TEd BT T HEenH
T HERE-EE | El e
(TH- JETAUF) < W e o
HIteh HrieRy Tolee 37 2019 I
AT TR | 79 Wi Tl S
P AT HER 3FE HEG I
AT TelT § 1 39 e Bl HA o
TEifesl o= g gex gue 3R
W 224 P U ¥ S e T
TH YT T 32239 3W T e b
U O M 2 s i = e e
FERGCICIEC et | L=t = e i 18
HTAET TS Rl M SRR
FT § | LA e AE HIHd
IR 9 39T @ TUR H Ied &g
gcd ¢, F4Ih 0] T2 ¥ $5 &l
TR WEl 999 THH 9T 9269 2T T
g Tkl |




Publication: Dainik Bhaskar
Edition: New Delhi
Headline: Global Appeal on Leprosy

PO 30 DI feem A
Selige 31did- 2019 SRt
% fooch| F° F wlSh F
9T TIWA R YW &
TH FH F e F e
FIESYH A AR I TR
e U wESYH (T9-
ETEATF ) o A fretet g1
TR 3R SIS HeR 3T
FO F Hemfad S 29 &t
ufeefa # e ordie 2019
SR fwan s 3R TS
Yifedi & @Y FH T =™
3R TS F 3R AL
GUEE 1 A TRt Al
21 Feftheomnt % HeToRh $5S
JIfE & B A =
Teheh Sl § § 21 See)
S iR TS A T W@
e q I S THA 2 T’
ST S ot Té 21 IR
1 T8 2030 T S Tord TL
o & 2| forve w@rees died
& Teforel sfeEet 3 T wifa
&R 2018 & foomr drg
GrEmERET 3 39 @& 6l 99U
T W I A 21 eI
<o 3% HHE 7 100 F =
9 4.5 TS HET H3T
TSI e % WY 39 3
= gue ¢ w2l




Publication: Punjab Kesari
Edition: New Delhi
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Publication: Trinity Mirror

Edition: Chennai

Headline: Nippon Foundation appeal to end discrimination against leprosy

patients

Chennai, Jan 31:
Continuing its practice

of bringing together
different stakeholders
to speak up against

the baseless stigma and
discrimination that is
faced by persons affected
by Leprosy,

The Nippon Foundation
in collaboration with
Sasakawa-India Leprosy
Foundation (S-ILF) today

organised their annual
event Global Appeal

2019. The International
Chamber of Commerce

has endorsed this year’s
global appeal.

The appeal was read
in the presence of the
Hon’ble Minister of
Law and Technology.
Ravi Shankar Prasad
and Mr. John Denton,
Secretary General,
International Chamber
of Commerce. It aims
at bringing international
attention to the stigma
and unjust treatment that
still affects those affected
by this fully curable
disease.The launch of the

Appeal in India further
highlights the essence of
the landmark Supreme
Court Judgement of 14th
September 2018 which
exhorted the government
to act on ending stigma
against persons atfected
by leprosy by both
more effective medical
outreach and proactive
initiatives for their social
and economic integration.

Calling for a Global
Appeal and the need
for a country wide
program of awareness

Nippon Foundation appeal
to end discrimination
against leprosy patients

building, Mr. Yohei
Sasakawa said: “This
will require a call to
action to raise awareness
in society by providing
correct information about
leprosy, including that it
is a curable disease with
free treatment available
and that discrimination
is unjustifiable ”Yohei
Sasakawa, Chairman
Nippon Foundation,
is also the Goodwill
Ambassador of the World
Health Organization for
Leprosy Elimination.




Publication: Virtual Daily

Edition: Chennai

Headline: The Nippon Foundation launches the Global Appeal 2019 for leprosy
patients

The Nippon Foundation launches the
Global Appeal 2019 for Leprosy patients

Chennai Jan31 : Continuing
its practice of bringing together SUDporfed by

different stakeholders to speak E T
up against the baseless stigma g 74N
and discrimination that is faced A -4

by persons affected by Leprosy, EA

The Nippon Foundation in col- THE NIPPON

laboration with Sasakawa-India

Leprosy Foundation (S-1LF) FOUNDAT'ON
today organised their annual

event Global Appeal 2019, The

International Chamber of Commerce has endorsed this year’s
global appeal.

The appeal was read in the presence of the Hon’ble Min-
ister of Law and Technology, Mr Ravi Shankar Prasad and
Mr. John Denton, Secretary General, International Chamber
of Commerce. It aims at bringing international attention to
the stigma and unjust treatment that still affects those affected
by this fully curable disease.

The endorsement of the Appeal by the International
Chamber of Commerce s significant as the information about
the true facts of leprosy viz it being a bacterial disease and
among the least infectious of diseases; early detection and
treatment avoids disabilities and that it is not hereditary will
now reach all its members across the globe.

The major step in fighting stigma and discrimination is
awareness and scientific knowledge. The Taunch of the Ap-
peal in India further highlights the essence of the landmark
Supreme Court Judgement of 14th September 2018 which
exhorted the government to act on ending stigma against
persons afTected by leprosy by both more effective medical
outreach and proactive initiatives for their social and eco-
nomic integration.
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Headline: Global appeal by The Nippon Foundation and Sasakawa-India
Leprosy Foundation
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Headline: The Nippon Foundation and Sasakawa India Leprosy Foundation

launched The Global Appeal 2019
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Publication: Hukumnama Samachar

Edition: Patna

Headline: Global Appeal by The Nippon Foundation and Sasakawa-India
Leprosy Foundation
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Publication: Pradesh Times

Edition: Patna

Headline: Global appeal for discrimination against leprosy patients
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Publication: The Public Side

Edition: New Delhi

Headline: Nippon Foundation launches the global appeal 2019

New Delhi.Continuing its
practice of bringing together
different stakeholders to
speak up against the base-
less stigma and discrimina-
tion that is faced by persons
affected by Leprosy, The
Nippon Foundation in col-
laboration with Sasakawa-In-
dia Leprosy Foundation to-
day organised their annual
event Global Appeal 2019.
The Intemational Chamber of
Commerce has endorsed this
year'sglobalappeal. Theap-
peal wasreadin thepresence
of the Minister of Law and
Technology, Ravi Shankar
Prasadand John Denton,

The Nippon Foundation launches
the Global Appeal 2019

Secretary General, Intema-
tional Chamber of Com-
merce. It aims atbringing in-
ternational attention to the
stigma and unjust treatment
that still affects those affected
by this fully curable disease.
The endorsement of the Ap-
peal by the International
Chamber of Commerce issig-
nificant as the information
aboutthe true facts of leprosy
vizitbeing a bacterial disease
and among the least infec-
tious of diseases early detec-
tion and treatment avoids dis-
abilities and thatit is not he-
reditary will now reach all
itsmembers.




Publication: Sandhya Prakash
Edition: Patna
Headline: Global appeal for ending discrimination towards leprosy patients
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Publication: Fine Times
Edition: Jaipur

Headline: Global Appeal for discrimination towards leprosy patients
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Publication: Hari Bhoomi

Edition: Jaipur

Headline: End discrimination against leprosy patients
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Publication: Samachar Jagat
Edition: Jaipur
Headline: Global Appeal 2019
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Publication: Raj Express
Edition: Jaipur
Headline: Ending discrimination towards leprosy affected patients.
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Publication: Nai Duniya
Edition: Jaipur
Headline: Global Appeal by Nippon Foundation
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Publication: Haryana Mail
Edition: Jaipur
Headline: Ending discrimination towards leprosy affected patients
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Publication: The Wire

Link: https://thewire.in/health/as-leprosy-cases-increase-government-pushes-
elimination-target-to-2019

Impression: 74,615
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As Leprosy Cases Increase, Government Pushes Elimination Target to
2019

The Centre planned to eliminate leprosy by 2018 but miszed the deadline. The ravised date is still ahead of the target set by the WHO.

Anoo Bhuyan New Delhi: In the 2017 Union budget, the government announced leprosy would be “eliminated™ in
India by 2018. In the two vear: since, this target was missed.

Now in 2019, just bafore the next (interim) budget. the Union health miniztry 2avs it 1= working to
114 o o Q e @ eliminate leprosy which cause: vizible deformities by the end of the vear.

acychicn

“We will try to eliminate leprozy that cause: vizible deformities bafore the WHO's tarzat of 2020.
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Publication: The Hindu

Link: ttps://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/a-global-appeal-to-raise-
awareness/article26170047.ece

Impression: 1, 74,615
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Nippon Foundation launches Global Appeal 2019 in its effort to end
discrimination against leprosy patients

Continuing its efforts to bring together stakeholders to speak up against the
stipma and discrimination faced by leprosy patients, The Nippon Foundation,
in collaboration with Sasakawa-India Leprosy Foundation (S-ILF), recently
organised the annual event ‘Global Appeal 2019’ The event, endorsed by the
International Chamber of Commerce, will spread awareness about leprosy,
including the fact that the bacterial disease is among the least infectious
ailments, it is not hereditary, and disabilities can be avoided through early
detection and treatment.




Publication: Business Standard

Link: https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/nippon-

foundation-launches-global-appeal-2019-to-end-stigma-against-leprosy-

patients-119013001195 1.html
Impression: 5,586,120

Nippon Foundation launches

Global Appeal 2019 to end

stigma against leprosy patients

IANS | New Delhi
Last Updated at January 30, 2019 18:55 I5T
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ALSO READ The Nippon Foundation on Wednesday organised its

annual event, Global Appeal 2019, to campaign

UN lauds SC verdict on
homosexuality, hopes it will
boost efforts to eliminate
stigma

patients.

against the stigma and discrimination against leprosy

The event was organised here in collaboration with

Can there be affirmative law

: Sasakawa-India Leprosy Foundation (S-1LF).
to protect leprosy patients’

rights, SC asks Centre. "At a 'Dialogue on Leprosy’, held as part of the Global
Youth festival held in Delhi Appeal 2019, discussion was focussed on former Chief
to raise awareness about Justice of India Dipak Misra's historic verdict on
leprosy leprosy and the way forward,” a joint statement by

2 lakh leprosy cases Nippon Foundation and S-ILF said.

reported every vear, India




Publication: Your Story
Link: https://yourstory.com/2019/01/organisation-eradicate-leprosy-india/

Impression: 5,586,120
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Over 65% population in India listens to FM Radio Everyday

Yet to Advertise on Radio? -T&-._

On World Leprosy Day, here's a
closer look at 5 organisations
working to eradicate the disease in
India

N 6 SN f|v]in[s]o

The theme for World Leprosy Day 2019 is ‘ending discrimination, stigma, and prejudice, and
these five organisations are working towards a leprosy-free India.
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Publication: Canindia

Link: https://www.canindia.com/nippon-foundation-launches-global-appeal-
2019-to-end-stigma-against-leprosy-patients/

Impression: 550,420

Nippon Foundation launches Global Appeal 2019
to end stigma against leprosy patients

New Delhi, Jan 30 (IANS) The Nippon Foundation on Wednesday
organised its annual event, Global Appeal 2019, to campaign against the
stigma and discrimination against leprosy patients.

KINGSCROSS 4 HyunoAI

The event was organised here in collaboration with Sasakawa-India
Leprosy Foundation (S-ILF).

"At a 'Dialogue on Leprosy, held as part of the Global Appeal 2019,
discussion was focussed on former Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra's
historic verdict on leprosy and the way forward,” a joint statement by
Nippon Foundation and S-ILF said.

A bench led by Justice Misra in September last year directed the states and union territories to undertake awareness
programmes on the curability of leprosy and said that there should not be any discrimination or isolation of leprosy
patients in treatment and education.
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Publication: Devdiscourse

Link: https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/362026--nippon-
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stigma-against-leprosy-patients

Impression: 659,190

Nippon Foundation launches Global Appeal
2019 to end stigma against leprosy patients

IANS | New Delhi | Updated: 30-01-2019 18:50 IST | Created: 30-01-2019 18:50 IST @@@@

The Nippon Foundation on
Wednesday organised its annual
event, Global Appeal 2019, to
campaign against the stigma and
discrimination against leprosy
patients. The event was organised
here in collaboration with
Sasakawa-India Leprosy
Foundation (S-ILF).

"At a 'Dialogue on Leprosy', held as part of the Global Appeal 2019, discussion was focussed on
former Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra's historic verdict on leprosy and the way forward,” a joint
statement by Nippon Foundation and S-ILF said. A bench led by Justice Misra in September last year
directed the states and union territories to undertake awareness programmes on the curability of
leprosy and said that there should not be any discrimination or isolation of leprosy patients in
treatment and education.

"The appeal was read in the presence of the Union Minister for Law, Ravi Shankar Prasad, and John
Denton, Secretary General, International Chamber of Commerce. It aims at bringing international
attention to the stigma and unjust treatment that still affects those affected by this fully curable
disease," the statement added. In recent months, other than the Supreme Court judgment, the
Ministry of Social Justice has taken concrete steps to ensure that the difficulties faced by leprosy
affected people for both finger print and retina identification for Aadhaar cards are overcome, the
statement said.
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Publication: Daijiworld

Link: http://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay.aspx?news|D=557809
Impression: 16,314,770

Nippon Foundation launches Global Appeal 2019 to end
stigma against leprosy patients

Wed, Jan 30 2019 07:03:07 PM
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New Delhi, Jan 30 (IANS): The Nippon Foundation on
Wednesday organised its annual event, Global Appeal
2019, to campaign against the stigma and discrimination
against leprosy patients.

The event was organised here in collaboration with
Sasakawa-India Leprosy Foundation (S-ILF).

"At a 'Dialogue on Leprosy), held as part of the Global
Appeal 2019, discussion was focussed on former Chief
Justice of India Dipak Misra's historic verdict on leprosy
and the way forward" a joint statement by Nippon
Foundation and 5-ILF said.

A bench led by Justice Misra in September last year directed the states and union territories to undertake
awareness programmes on the curability of leprosy and said that there should not be any discrimination or
isolation of leprosy patients in treatment and education.

"The appeal was read in the presence of the Union Minister for Law, Ravi Shankar Prasad, and John
Denton, Secretary General, International Chamber of Commerce. It aims at bringing international
attention to the stigma and unjust treatment that still affects those affected by this fully curable disease,’
the statement added.
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Link: https://www.socialnews.xyz/2019/01/30/nippon-foundation-launches-global-appeal-
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Impression: 194,545

Nippon Foundation launches Global Appeal
2019 to end stigma against leprosy patients

POSTED BY: GOPI JANUARY 30, 2019

New Delhi, Jan 30 (JANS) The Nippon Foundation on Wednesday organised its annual event,
Global Appeal 2019, to campaign against the stigma and discrimination against leprosy patients.
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On S-ILF NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL & LAUNCH OF GLOBAL APPEAL 2019 COVERAGE
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Publication: Aaj Tak

Link: http://video.visualmediamonitor.com:9090/mp4dump/vmmvideo/video/29Jan19-
SasakawalndianLeprosyfoundation-News-AajTak-09.07pm-09sec.mp4

Heading: S-ILF National Youth Festival
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Publication: Aaj Tak

Link: http://video.visualmediamonitor.com:9090/mp4dump/vmmvideo/video/30Jan19-
SasakawalndianLeprosyfoundation-News-AajTak-09.07pm-10sec.mp4

Heading: The Launch of Global Appeal
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Link: http://video.visualmediamonitor.com:9090/mp4dump/vmmvideo/video/30Jan19-
SasakawalndianLeprosyfoundation-InDepth-DDRajyasabha-10.33pm-20.06min.mp4
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GoNews24x7 coverage of Round Table Dialogue on Leprosy

GoNews is India’s first of its kind App-based television news channel. It delivers personalized
news to viewers on their smart phones and smart TVs at a time of their choosing. GoNews
stories are citizen-centric and not consumer-centric. They are credible, co-creative and
concise.

GoNews is founded and led by veteran journalist Pankaj Pachauri who has a wide experience
of working with some of the top international and Indian broadcasters over three decades.
He has also worked as an adviser to the office of the Prime Minister of India. He has a team
of senior and seasoned journalists at GoNews, drawn from the field of broadcasting,
management and academia.

Committed to the highest standards and ethics of broadcasting, GoNews is the first digital
news platform in the country to become a member of News Broadcasters Association (NBA)
and adhere to the NBA's self-regulatory mechanism.

The Round Table Dialogue on Leprosy was moderated by Rupali Tewari , a TV news
professional with over two decades experience. During her 21 year long career at NDTV she
has anchored some of the highest rated prime-time news shows in the country and hosted
some of the biggest social campaigns. As a Reporter, Producer and Project Lead she has
planned & executed news features, video educational projects, sponsored advertorials and
campaigns on social issues on TV & ground. Currently Rupali is Consulting Editor at Go News
24x7 contributing to their News and Features. Go News 24x7 live streamed the entire Round
Table Dialogue. They also carried the important excerpts from Round Table Dialogue the next
day. They showcased the Dimple Kapadia message live and also made a short film on Leprosy
using our pictures. GoNews 24x7 also supported us on social media and livestreamed the
Round Table Dialogue on twitter.
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