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Thank you very much for attending the “Tamaki Kawakubo
Recital” this evening.

It isjust over ten years since Nippon Music Foundation started the
“Acquisition and Loan of Stringed Instruments’ project, one of the
Foundation's main pillars of activities. The Foundation has now come
to own 18 Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del Gesu, and as a custodian of
the world cultural assets, maintains these precious instruments for
future generations and loans them gratis to young promising
musicians regardless of their nationalities.

We are pleased to present tonight a recital of Ms. Tamaki
Kawakubo, the winner of the top prize in the violin division of the
12th International Tchaikovsky Competition in June 2002.
Stradivarius 1736 violin “Muntz” is currently on loan to her. She has
performed with various American orchestras, and now her concert
activities range from the US to Europe and the Far East. She has just
released her second CD “Tamaki Kawakubo Recital” this May, and
today's program contains some of the works recorded for the CD.

The pianist Mr. Akira Eguchi received a degree in Music
Composition from Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music,
and continued studying in New York. He was awarded the Aleida
Schweitzer Award for the outstanding accompanist at the International
Wieniawski Violin Competition in 1986. He frequently performs with
Ms. Kawakubo.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous support to
make this concert possible.

M akoto K obayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation
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Pablo de Sarasate
(1844-1908)
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Caprice Basgue, Op.24
(1881)
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Sarasate was born in Pamplona, an ancient Basque city of northern
Spain, in 1844. He began studying the violin with his father at the age
of five and appeared in his first public concert at the age of eight. His
performance was very well-received and a wealthy patron provided
the fund for Sarasate to study in Madrid where he gained the favour of
Queen Isabdl I1. The Queen even gave him a Stradivarius violin which
he played for hiswhole life. Supported by the Spanish royal family, he
enrolled in the Paris Conservatorie at the age of twelve. Sarasate
attracted the admiration of the contemporary composers including
Bruch, Saint-Saens, Lalo and Dvorak, who dedicated their works to
him. He also composed such pieces as “Zigeunerweisen”, “the
Carmen Fantasy” and “Caprice Basque”.
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Wolfgang Amadeus M ozart
(1756-1791)
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Violin Sonata in B flat major K.378
(2779)

| Allegro moderato
1 Andantino sostenuto e cantabile
1 Rondo. Allegro
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It is well known that Mozart began to compose and gave his first
public performance at the age of five. From 1762, his father, Leopold,
toured throughout Europe with his children, showing off Mozart “a
miracle that God alowed to be born in Salzburg.” In 1771 Mozart was
appointed as a concertmaster of the orchestra owned by the
Archbishop of Salzburg. Mozart began to be dissatisfied with his
position and the restrictions placed on his work, and he left Salzburg
in 1777, accompanied by his mother, for Munich, Mannheim and
Paris in search of a better post. However, he failed to secure a
permanent appointment, and his mother's death in 1779 brought 23
year-old Mozart back again to Salzburg as a cathedral organist. This
Violin Sonata K.378 as well as his well-known Mass “ Coronation”
K.317 were composed in such a same year. This Sonata is said to be
outstanding for its beauty among many of his violin Sonatas.
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Dmitri Shostakovich
(1906-1975)
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Transcription for violin and piano by:Dmitri Zyganov
(1903-1993)
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4 Preludes (from 24 Preludes Op.34)
(1932-1933)

I Moderato non troppo (Op. 34, No.10)
Il Allegretto (Op.34, No.15)
111 Andantino (Op.34, N0.16)
IV Allegretto (Op.34, No.24)
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Russian composer, Shostakovich was born in St. Petersburg, and is best
known for many compositions of symphonies and string quartets. He had a
tense and complex relationship with the Soviet government, but at the same
time, he remained as the most popular Soviet composer of his generation and
received a number of accolades and State awards. “24 Preludes for piano,
Op.34" was origindly written in 1933, Each prelude is fredy expressed with
various styles and motives, probably because Shostakovich had not yet
received any accusations and retrictions from the Soviet Union a that time.
19 out of “24 Preludes’ were arranged for violin and piano by Dmitri
Zyganov, the firgt violinist of Beethoven Quartet and a close friend of the
composer. Zyganov grouped them in sets of four, five and ten Preludes.
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Ernest Chausson
(1855-1899)
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Poéme, Op.25
(1896)
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French composer, Chausson was born in Paris into a wealthy
bourgeois family. He first studied law to please his father, and became
alawyer. It was in 1879 at the age of 25 when he begun attending the
composition classes of Jules Massenet and César Frank at the Paris
Conservatoire. He served as a Secretary General of the “Société
Nationale de Musique” (an organization to promote the performance
of French instrumental music) from 1886 until his death, and his salon
was said to have received a lot of the Parisian artistic elites such as
Fauré, Debussy and Monet. Poéme, one of Chausson’s best known
chamber music, was dedicated to the renowned Belgian violinist
Eugéne Ysaye, and Ysaye himself gave its premiére at the Nancy
Conservatorie in 1896. A version for aviolin accompanied by pianois
now popular but it was first written in a version for a violin and
orchestra.
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Tamaki Kawakubo (violin)

Tamaki Kawakubo is the winner of the top prize, (second place, with
no first place winner), and of the Special Prize for Excellence in
Performance of Modern Music awarded by the Russian Composers
Association, in the violin division of the 12th International
Tchaikovsky Competition in 2002. She is also a grand prize winner of
the 2001 Pablo Sarasate International Violin Competition. She has
won the Avery Fisher Career Grant in 1997, and the Idemitsu Award
in 2004, both for her outstanding achievement in the classical music.

Kawakubo began her violin studies at the age of five in Los Angeles.
She studied with Robert Lipsett at the R.D. Colburn School of
Performing Arts in Los Angeles, and with Dorothy Delay and Masao
Kawasaki at The Juilliard. She now studies with Zakhar Bron in
Germany and is also active as a soloist performer.

She has performed with such leading orchestras as the Los Angeles
Philharmonic, Houston Symphony, Cincinnati Symphony, Baltimore
Symphony, Moscow Radio Symphony Orchestra and Berlin
Symphony Orchestra, and with such conductors as Vladimir
Fedoseyev, Myung-Whun Chung, and late Hiroyuki Iwaki. In 1999,
she performed with Maestro Christof Eschenbach at Chicago's Ravinia
Festival.

Kawakubo has released her Debut CD “Tchaikovsky, Mendelssohn:
Violin Concertos’ in 2004, and the second CD, “Tamaki Kawakubo
Recital” in May 2007, both from AVEX Classics.

Kawakubo performs on the Stradivarius 1736 violin “Muntz” on loan
from Nippon Music Foundation.
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Akira Eguchi (piano)

Born in Tokyo, Akira Eguchi received his degree in Music
Composition from the Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and
Music, and his Master's Degree in Piano Performance from The
Juilliard School. He is the recipient of numerous awards and prizes,
including the William Petchek Award from The Juilliard School, and
the Aleida Schweitzer Award for the outstanding accompanist at the
International Wieniawski Violin Competition in Poland. Following his
New York recital debut at the Alice Tully Hall in 1992, Eguchi has
performed in the United States, Europe and the Far East. In 2002 a
collection of his arrangements of Gershwin piano music was
published as his first solo CD titled “Dear America” from Zen-on. For
his latest CD “Legends of the Maestros’, he recorded at the Carnegie
Hall with the hall's original 1887 Steinway piano. Currently living in
New York, he is now on the faculty of Brooklyn College, the City
University of New York.
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Antonio Stradivarius 1736 violin “Muntz”
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The label attached to this instrument bears an Italian inscription,
“danni 92 (92 years old)”, handwritten by Stradivari himself. It has a
first class reputation for its excellent condition and tonal quality. This
violin takes its name from a famous collector and amateur violinist,
H.M.Muntz of Birmingham, England, who owned this violin in the
late 1800s. Thisis one of the last instruments made by Stradivari, who
diedin 1737.
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