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Thank you very much for attending the "Ana Chumachenco Violin
Recital" this evening.

It is just over 15 years since Nippon Music Foundation started the
"Acquisition and Loan of Stringed Instruments" project, one of the
Foundation's main pillars of activities. The Foundation has now come
to own 19 Stradivarius and 2 Guarneri del Gesu, and as a custodian of
the world cultural assets, maintains these precious instruments for
future generations and loans them gratis to young promising
musicians regardless of their nationalities.

Tonight we have a pleasure of presenting a concert by Prof. Ana
Chumachenco, who kindly gives support to the Foundation's activities
as a member of the Instrument Loan Committee.

Prof. Chumachenco possesses an outstanding career as a leading
soloist. She made her debut at the age of nine and won the Carl Flesch
Competition and the silver medal at the Queen Elisabeth International
Music Competition of Belgium. As a chamber musician, she earns
high reputation playing in the Munich String Trio for more than 20
years. She also devotes herself into fostering young talents as a
professor at the University of Music and Performing Arts Munich,
making her one of the experts in Europe in the field of violin
education. Violinists who have become active in the forefront of the
world under her tutelage include Julia Fischer and Lisa Batiashvili to
name a few.

The pianist Ms. Yumiko Urabe also continues to build her
international career, while bringing young talents to the world of
music together with Prof. Chumachenco at the University of Music
and Performing Arts Munich.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to The Nippon Foundation for their generous support to
make this concert possible.

Makoto Kobayashi
Chairman, Nippon Music Foundation
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PROGRAM NOTES

Franz Peter Schubert
(1797-1828)

Sonatina for Violin and Piano in A minor
Op.137 No. 2 D385

(1816)

I Allegro moderato
II Andante
III Menuetto, Allegro
IV Allegro

Schubert was born to a schoolmaster father in Vienna, and was raised

in an environment where he and his family enjoyed playing music

together. In 1808 he was accepted as a choirboy in the Imperial Court

Chapel, which also brought him the opportunity to study at the

Imperial and Royal City College directed by Anton Salieri. After

completing his studies around 1816, Schubert began to present a

number of salon music at his friend's house. This gathering later came

to be widely known as Schubertiade. This piece originally called

Sonata by Schubert was published as Sonatina because it was short.

The flowing and elegant melody is filled with youthfulness. About

1000 works written in short 31 years' life of Schubert had been

categorized in 1951 as "D numbers" in the Schubert Thematic

Catalogue by Otto Erich Deutsch.



César Franck
(1822-1890)

Sonata for Piano and Violin in A major
(1886)

I Allegretto ben moderato
II Allegro
III Recitativo - Fantasia
IV Allegretto poco mosso
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Born in Liège, Belgium, Franck took first lessons at a conservatory. His

precocity brought him to study at the Conservatoire de Paris where he

achieved another fine recognition. However, his father forced him to

withdraw from school for not attaining more than a second place in the

organ class. This resulted in his late development as a composer. The

turning point was when Liszt heard Franck playing his own

compositions at the Basilique Sainte-Clotilde where he was an organist

since 1858. Liszt proclaimed they could be "placed beside the

masterpieces of Bach". In 1871 Franck joined the founding member of

Société Nationale de Musique and became a professor at the

Conservatoire de Paris. This Sonata was dedicated as a wedding gift to

Franck's friend violinist Eugène Ysaÿe who premiered it with the bride

on the piano. Franck employed a thematic melody to unite movements

and gracefully modulate its key to create noble impression for the piece.
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Ana Chumachenco was born to Ukrainian parents in Padova, Italy and

later moved to Argentina in early childhood. She started to play the

violin at the age of four under the supervision of her father, a disciple

of Leopold Auer, and later studied with Ljerko Spiller in Buenos

Aires.

After achieving a remarkable career in her early years, she returned to

Europe at the age of 17 to continue her studies. A year later she was

awarded the gold medal at the Carl Flesch Competition in London and

a few years later the silver medal at the Queen Elisabeth International

Music Competition of Belgium. Her musical mentors in those years

were Joseph Szigeti, Sandor Vegh and Yehudi Menuhin.

Besides her appearances as a soloist at recitals and with major

orchestras, she has dedicated much of her time to chamber music,

especially as the member of the Munich String Trio where she has

performed over 20 years with her husband violist Oscar Lysy and

cellist Walter Notas.

Since 1990 she has held a professorship at the University of Music

and Performing Arts Munich. Her students include outstanding young

violinists who are very active internationally. She is periodically

invited to take part as a juror in major violin competitions such as the

Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition of Belgium and the

International Jean Sibelius Violin Competition in Helsinki.

She has been a member of Nippon Music Foundation's Instrument

Loan Committee since August 2005.

Ana Chumachenco (violin)
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Yumiko Urabe was born in Fukuoka and studied with Toshiko

Katsutani and Hiroshi Tamura at the Tokyo National University of

Fine Arts and Music. 

In 1984 she moved to Europe and continued her studies at the

University of Music and Performing Arts Munich with Klaus Schilde.

She was laureate of various international piano competitions such as

Cittá di Marsala in Italy, José Iturbi in Spain, GPA Dublin in Ireland

and the Hindemith in Germany.

Since 1988 she has been teaching at the University of Music and

Performing Arts Munich and became an Honorary Professor in 2006.

As a committed chamber musician she has performed with such

famous soloists as Ana Chumachenco, Lisa Batiashvili and Tsuyoshi

Tsutsumi. She has been an official accompanist of the ARD Music

Competition in Munich and the Leopold Mozart International Violin

Competition in Augsburg. She has also appeared at various major

music festivals including the Affinis Music Festival and the Schleswig

Holstein Music Festival.

Numerous recordings for European radio stations with such artists as

cellist Tatjana Vassilieva (Naxos) and flutist András Adorján

(Traversiéres) testify her artistry.

Yumiko Urabe (piano)
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The Instrument Loan Committee, composed of members from Europe,

the United States and Asia, is responsible for making basic policies

regarding the loaning of the instruments, and for selecting performers

to whom the instruments are to be loaned. Maestro Lorin Maazel is

the Chairman of the Committee.

Lorin Maazel 

Conductor

Marta Casals Istomin

Former President of Manhattan School of Music, NY

Ana Chumachenco 

Violinist,

Professor at University of Music and Performing Arts Munich

Kyung-Wha Chung 

Violinist

Bin Ebisawa

Director of Training Institute for Opera Singers of New National Theatre, Tokyo

Comte Jean-Pierre de Launoit

President of the Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition of Belgium

Sir Curtis Price

Former Principal of Royal Academy of Music, London

Janos Starker

Cellist, Professor at the Music Department of Indiana University

Kazuko Shiomi

President of Nippon Music Foundation
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NMF Instrument Loan Committee




