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Takuji Matsuuchi (Age 52, Takamatsu, Kagawa Prefecture)
Kento Ohmori (Age 17, Takamatsu, Kagawa Prefecture)
Kohei Yamaguchi (Agel6, Takamatsu, Kagawa Prefecture)
On July 28, 2009 at around 4 o’ clock in the afternoon the recipients spotted a man drowning in the sea in water about
three meters deep and rescued him. They immediately administered lifesaving procedures including cardiac massage
to the man, whose heart was in cardiac arrest, and succeeded in saving his life.

Recommended by the Foundation for Encouragement of Social Contribution
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Taro Kawaguchi (Age 41/Fukuoka Prefecture) Makoto Kawamura (Age 40/Fukuoka Prefecture)
Kohei Hata (Age 30/Fukuoka Prefecture) Hironobu Uezono (Age 36/Fukuoka Prefecture)
On May 1, 2009 at about 5 o’ clock in the evening a young boy who had been playing ball on the road by the Mikasa
River fell into the river(about 1.5 meters deep). Mr. Kawaguchi and Mr. Hata jumped into the river, grabbed hold of
the boy and raised him out of the water onto the embankment with the help of Mr. Kawamura and Mr. Uezono, saving
the young boy’ s life.

Recommended by the Foundation for Encouragement of Social Contribution
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Masayuki Michimoto (Age 62/Itami, Hyogo Prefecture)

On August 28, 2009 at about 3:30 in the afternoon, near a kiosk along the Mino River in Mino Park, Mino City, Mr.

Michimoto spied a boy in distress in the water and on the verge of drowning. He climbed down an almost vertical cliff

of about eight meters to get close to the boy. After removing his jacket and shoes, Mr. Michimoto plunged into the

water and brought the boy safely to shore where he handed him over to the rescue team that had arrived by then.
Recommended by Mr. Takeji Arai, Chairman, Fire Chief’s Association of Japan
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Atsushi Ishida (Age 37/ Aoi-ku, Shizuoka, Shizuoka Prefecture)

On August 1, 2009 at about 2:15 in the afternoon, while fishing with his family on the eastern jetty of Mochimune

Harbor in Suruga-ku in Shizuoka City, Mr. Ishida spotted a man in the water in distress and on the verge of drowning

near the pier on the opposite the jetty. Fully clothed, he jumped into the water and rescued the man who had

submerged by then. After taking him safely to shore, Mr. Ishida administered CPR until a rescue team arrived.
Recommended by Mr. Takeji Arai, Chairman, Fire Chief’s Association of Japan
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Noriyuki Yamashiro (Age 55/ Itoman, Okinawa)
On September 13, 2009 at about 6:10 in the afternoon, Mr. Yamashiro spotted a five-year old boy who had been
sitting on the wharf of the Itoman fishing port tumble backwards into the water. Fully clothed, Mr. Yamashiro
jumped into the water to save the boy. During the jump he sustained a cut of about 10cm to the back of his foot but
was able to grasp hold of the young boy and guide him to safety.

Recommended by Mr. Takeji Arai, Chairman, Fire Chief’s Association of Japan
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Tadashi Suzuki (Age 41/Nakajima, Nishi Shirakawa, Fukushima Prefecture)

On May 10, 2009 at about 6:50 in the morning, Mr. Suzuki noticed that a nearby house was engulfed in flames and

that four of the family members were on the second floor veranda and calling out for help. Realizing that it was

impossible to enter the house, he placed a stepladder underneath the veranda, scaled it and guided the family to safety.
Recommended by Mr. Takeji Arai, Chairman, Fire Chief’s Association of Japan
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Sadayoshi Inoue (Age 63/Iwakuni, Yamaguchi Prefecture)
On February 24, 2010 at about 7:30 in the morning, Mr. Inoue noticed smoke rising from a two-storey wooden
dwelling near his own house. Running to the house that was engulfed in black smoke and in flames, he went inside
and rescued an elderly woman from the house. Going inside once more, he dragged out a burning oil stove and
proceeded to extinguish a fire that was still burning in the kitchen.

Recommended by Mr. Takeji Arai, Chairman, Fire Chief’s Association of Japan
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Hiroki Sato (Age 25/Akishima, Tokyo)
On the evening of February 15, 2010, Mr. Sato witnessed a woman fall on to the railway tracks at Koenji Station of
the JR Chuo Line in Suginami-ku. Jumping swiftly onto the tracks to assist her, he moved the woman safely to the
hollow between the rails as the train approached. The train passed over the woman and stopped, at which time he
rescued the woman.

Recommended by Mr. Masataka Imaizumi, Chairman, Japan Police Association
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Hiroyuki Martinez (Age 19/Aso-ku, Kawasaki, Kanagawa Prefecture)
On June 22, 2009 at 1:48 in the afternoon Mr. Martinez witnessed a woman who had been standing on the platform of
Byobuga-ura Station of the Keihin Express Line suddenly leap on to the tracks and lie down across the rails. As the
train approached, Mr. Martinez jumped on to the tracks and dragged the woman to safety to the hollow space
alongside the tracks underneath the platform.

Recommended by Mr. Masataka Imaizumi, Chairman, Japan Police Association
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Atsushi Shimazu (Age 51/Niigata, Niigata Prefecture)
Saburo Masuhara (Age 60/Niigata, Niigata Prefecture)
On March 30, 2010 at about 3:00 in the afternoon, Mr. Shimazu witnessed a woman being beaten by a man with a
hammer inside a car in the parking lot of a bank in Chuo-ku, Niigata City. After grabbing the hammer from the man,
Mr. Shimazu rescued the woman who was covered in blood. At that time, Mr. Masuhara stood in front of the car of
the man to block his attempted escape. He then notified the police and assisted in the man’s arrest.

Recommended by the Foundation for Encouragement of Social Contribution
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Teruo Ohtani (Age 52/Hogashikurume, Tokyo)

On March 18, 2010 at about 7:30 in the morning, while riding on a train of the JR Yamanote Line in Kita-ku, Tokyo,
Mr. Otani noticed a young child who was crying loudly and seemed to be looking for his parents. Feeling suspicious
of the man accompanying the child, Mr. Otani approached the man and asked him to get off the train at Tabata
Station. He then asked the station staff to notify the police. It was later revealed that the child had been abducted from
a supermarket in Higashi Kurume City. The child was taken into police protection as Mr. Otani assisted the police in
the arrest of the man. Recommended by Mr. Koji Yamashita
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