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Emiko Sato (Age 78/Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo)
Afflicted with connective tissue disease, an intractable disease, Ms. Sato established an association for people
suffering from the same disease. While serving as the chairperson of the Japan Liaison Council for Intractable Disease
Associations, she established the “Asebi-Kai” (Foundation for Patients of Rare Intractable Diseases). Over a period
of 40 years, Ms. Sato has provided telephone counseling for people with intractable diseases and has campaigned to
improve the medical care and welfare of people afflicted with intractable diseases through the construction of respite
facilities and welfare homes for these people.

Recommended by Ms. Fukuko Akimoto
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Takeo Takahashi (Age 72/Kaga, Ishikawa Prefecture)

Building a facility in the mountains of Kaga City on his own while in his 20s, Mr. Takahashi began assisting in the

rehabilitation of youth who go astray and in enabling them to support themselves and has now been doing this work

for 50 years. During this time he has continued to assist youths who have shut themselves off from society and

become recluses ( “hikikomori”), youths referred to as “NEETs” (not in education, employment or training), and

homeless persons, who tend to be shunned by society rejoin the ranks of society. In 2000 Mr. Takahashi established

“Fukujuso no Sato,” the third NPO recognized in Ishikawa Prefecture, where he continues his activities.

Recommended by Hiroyuki Muroya
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Shizuho Suzuki (Age 71/Aoi-ku, Shizuoka, Shizuoka Prefecture)
Sachie Suzuki (Age 67/Hamamatsu, Shizuoka Prefecture)
Both Ms. Shizuho Suzuki and Ms. Sachie Suzuki, who are completely blind and who operate an acupuncture and
moxibustion therapy business, have been volunteering as braille proofreaders for about 50 years. During this time,
they have proofread over 1,000 books, which are donated every year to the Special Needs Education School for the
Visually Impaired.

Recommended by Mr. Tatsuyuki Takeuchi
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Hisae Sakai (Age68/ Ome, Tokyo)
After learning Braille and beginning to assist with translating books into Braille in her local area, Ms. Hisae Sakai
became a volunteer in the secretariat of the National Council of the Homes for the Aged Blind Japan while working at
Seimeien, a welfare facility for the aged blind in Tokyo and the second such facility of its kind in Japan established in
1968. For 42 years Ms. Sakai has continued to volunteer her time for the welfare of the visually impaired in a wide
range of activities including surveys of welfare facilities for the aged blind, planning and conducting staff training,
establishing scholarship programs for blind university students, and promoting exchanges with overseas welfare
associations for the blind.
Recommended by Mr. Akio Honma, Chairman,
Japan Council of the Social Welfare Facilities for the Blind
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Kazuko Yamamoto (Age 78/Wakayama, Wakayama Prefecture)
In 1970 Ms. Yamamoto with other volunteers established the “Reading Volunteer Group - Voice” in Wakayama
City to create a library of recordings for the visually impared. Utilizing her experience working with a theatrical group
in Kyoto and as an announcer for a local radio station, Ms. Yamamoto took charge of the overall activities including
coaching the reading, recording, editing, planning and management of recordings. With the aim of offering “professional-
level skills despite being volunteers,” she has continued her volunteer work for over 40 years. The group is comprised
of 88 adults and 39 elementary school children.

Recommended by Ms. Miyako Itani
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Hachioji Reading Group “ Tomoshibi” (Hachioji, Tokyo)
A volunteer group engaged in welfare activities centered on the transliteration (reading aloud) of the printed word,
Tomoshibi (lantern) was established in Hachioji in 1977 and is now in its 33rd year. The group’s 123 members are
divided into nine groups engaged in various tasks: recorded book creation, proofreading, recorded magazine
“Machikado,” face-to-face reading, reading aloud, weekly magazine reading, newspaper reading, haiku, DAISY
(Degital Accessible Information System), and library management. Approaching their activities with a constant
awareness of the position of the visually impaired in society, the group members’aim is to become caring “voice
volunteers” who can provide a service “in place of the eyes” of the visually impaired.
Recommended by Mr. Kazuaki Ishikawa, Superintendent of Schools,
Hachioji City Board of Education
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NPO Nobeoka Joshokai (Nobeoka, Miyazaki Prefecture)
Japanese Federation of Mental Health and Welfare was established in June 1990 in Nobeoka City to improve the
welfare of people with disabilities and since then has engaged in a range of projects over the past 20 years to help
people with disabilities live independently in the local community. These include agricultural operations, growing and
harvesting vegetables, and selling produce as activities which give people with disabilities practical work experience.
To promote skills development, the group also engages in aquaculture, recycling, cleaning services for public
facilities, and removal and cleaning operations in cooperation with private real estate businesses. Nobeoka Josho Kai
also engages in activities to promote awareness of mental health and welfare and it cooperates with educational
institutions in accepting volunteers and students and in providing a venue for exchanges with users of the facility and
students.
Recommended by Mr. Hideo Yasuzaki
Japanese Federation of Mental Health and Welfare

66

=BG

FRCISAE6 H IS, eI E G E i N GG Bl iz v ¥ —MA) L%, FIELIR204E
L. FHEERORHEDWH L CTEIPNIEZ RIS, X 0FEHZIEAL TV E 20,

HEFR T A SUH PR AL K 2038 O 0ol < TEB AT R B0 B 2 A FTE O KA~ D IRER R
. KA S, R OB, €7 R — 5 — O KETOREMHIE
HRFERL TS, AL THAI 22— a3 D) HARMELTWZEZHS>TWA,

BICRFRZ Lid, @I DOATE R - YT EOHR T, ) 00 —2 2 & oUifiAs
b UIEHEMOFIGEFEIRIEETD %0 FFIINT ZAFRETOPMETFFIZJA TR T %
waéonﬁxﬁ%fwﬁ%®mﬁii$ HAoyMoCTHELL, MZBEVWTHRFELEVE
bhotco ZO7DIC, HIBIHEI SR v ¥ —RERERER L LT, HRFRREERFICA
FEE S 3‘“%@0)*%%%@&1,“@\60

F O TSR GER ) A 7 IV ELE 2 T T b,

LD, WRLOBEDIED L LD, PLTHIHMZ LI TR nEBoTns, Th
5OWEHIH O VWEHLERZ R0 & LT, RIERT, fhamtkinigs,. K7 74 7hha, K
FEDOTHH L THIEF L TCHIBEROE SAD TR H > TOI ETH b,

Wi a I 2 =71, BHICKENOB I A LREROREOERFE., SHOZTEEZRICHEICHE
FELEEICELE S ERSsTna,

AERBEOEMITEIHE LD & XV FEOH T - 7283525, b KW TIE v,
BEDSWEITHEARL T VRS, DRI E 5 THHEARTWHELZ LB,

BIERBMEDESAEERDDEEE PR EER B DEFSATIERAT

67



SHhEEH b5 HE

Wi 18K

(485 A1 N B AN

IVATRPIDEALSES CIREERT & L TEITEL TLV
MBECATEIC— %8 D EEMICE S /2. U/\E Y
thiC. UEDDALS (BEREAFIELE) BEEH
KVIEEB BT, FHERRTECLLEST,
obvs Lngney | EETOXLEBDICT HEMLEAD (MDBIPE

R34 LLESEIL<DRY NI—2] BRI, IZ2=F7 4\
SUKFEEGRIERD S | DRADIS LS - HASE - REOZIEE - M lisy—
OIVIEE N AFITHI D SRISHIEER T SNTL)
%.

OHEE ML EF

FIRR T S T, WY, EEMEEe sy ¥y —of@Eh - 7 7~% & LT21
D1 | 20044E 2 B SRR FHUIS G AN # o 19844F 12 BEBL 2 IR T & L 728D & MOR BE ok
DH Y HFICEMEF I LW EET T Db b LTk o7& oW 19964E 58 @ T
AR S E L, ZOBRIEBMOINEY) ZREL -, BEITE Ko 72 RERER HO R E &%
ELU TV 2 DE, NTIIE % 345 LIESHET 13 U 72 ALS( MM R MALEE) & v )
HROWRBIRIA LG ) WRIAWL [4F Lo LTy r] Lo, TORw
W2 5720 DREEIRITR AR — & 3 v — MEDOZIRDS, ALS EAPHHEE W I BRI L7z,

PRSI AR S NED. FAORINMERBKS2MZ T [BOVBIFABLWLWVWEZ A
DAV — bR LTEZe TUH—MIBMLZZHPHRIIRT VT4 TELThDbS
NHENCRY, BELEMEROBEOZOBHIALLIEHOHLE LTHELTW S,
BABE S AL TRE, ERREEAESE S, TROK 2 LWEFHPILHLD [wobileI Ly
TN Ay M= ] Loz,

RRARHEN VR 728 EHSONEICH -2 flifliz RO 2 HE 25 E. HOEKHRAE
HZHFET L APLELEZ Tnb, HIRBORREZR 22 wbz L HETOWR
RAEI VT AR THRLOLNIIHSENTZEFEILLNTHS, WOEDA—TDR, WL2b

Chiaki Sakakibara (Age 48/Komatsu, Ishikawa Prefecture)
Working as a health nurse and running a maternity center in Komatsu City when she had a near-death experience in a
traffic accident, Ms. Sakakibara experienced first hand what it was like to spend a long time in a hospital bed. After
meeting a patient suffering from ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis), she began her activities to assist people
suffering from intractable diseases. She then went on to design a concept for a community house in the area for
deepening the understanding of people in the community of the meaning of life and death and she established a
society for openly discussing palliative care for cancer patients. She also established “a community network caring
of life,” and has continued her activities over 14 years as its representative.

Recommended by Ms. Masako Akiyama
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Seiji Kiryu (Age 76/ Shibata, Niigata)
While working as a teacher for special needs classes at a junior high school as well as a lecturer at university in
Niigata Prefecture, he also took up the issue of intellectually challenged persons entering the workforce. Upon his
retirement in 1994, Mr. Kiryu became the director of the Rainbow House, an ambulatory vocational aid center for the
intellectually challenged. Through a cooperative arrangement among companies, the government and Rainbow House
to engage the center’s users as company employees, Mr. Kiryu succeeded in establishing centers in four locations
around Shibata City which engage over 180 people.

Recommended by Mr. Kusumi Kawano
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Kunio Takami (Age 67/ Kamikyo-ku, Kyoto, Kyoto Prefecture)
At a time when there were no measures or systems in place for people suffering from dementia and their families, Mr.
Takami in 1980 established the first self-support group for families caring for family members suffering from
dementia in Kyoto. Since then, Mr. Takami has provided encouragement and support for families for more than 30
years. Today membership has grown to 10,000 spread over 45 prefectures.

Recommended by the Kyoto Omron Regional Support Foundation
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Kazuhiko Ueno (Age 58/Nisshin, Aichi Prefecture)

A hairdresser who received serious burns as a child and experienced first hand the difficulty of living with burn

injuries, Mr. Ueno offers free on-site hair and skin consultation for victims of burn injuries and their families all over

Japan and creates hairpieces to meet their individual needs. Mr. Ueno has been providing this service for over 36 years

and during this time has provided consultation for about 43,000 people and produced close to 5,000 hairpieces.
Recommended by Japan Burn Injury Volunteer Association
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“Kaze” (Wind) NPO Suicide Prevention Network (Narita, Chiba Prefecture)

Around 1992 a number of people started visiting the founder of this NPO, who is a Buddhist priest in Narita City,
indicating that they might commit suicide. This prompted him to start telephone consultation services. After receiving
NPO accreditation, the priest approached fellow priests all over Japan, who were already engaged in individual
initiatives for the prevention of suicide, to seek their cooperation. Currently 23 temples in 17 prefectures in Japan
operate a 24-hour consultation network service for the prevention of suicide for all people regardless of religious sect.
Recommended by Mr. Takanobu Fujiki, Director, Social Welfare Corporation,

Recommended by Mr.Ryusen Fujiki, Presidnt, Kiun Kai
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Chiba Inochi no Denwa Social Welfare Corporation, (Chuo-ku, Chiba, Chiba Prefecture)
Since the establishment of Chiba Inochi no Denwa (Lifeline) as the 33rd center of the Federation of Inochi no Denwa
Inc. in 1989, about 300 volunteers have been providing telephone consultation 24 hours a day for distressed people in
efforts to save as many lives as possible. Since its establishment, the Inochi no Denwa has received more than 460,000
calls from persons seeking consultation. The service also provides online consultation via the internet and face-to-face
consultation. Chiba Inochi no Denwa also sponsors a mutual support group called the “Hidamari” (Suntrap) for
families of people who committed suicide.

Recommended by Mr. Keiichi Yaduda, Chairman, Chiba Inochi no Denwa Association
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Yukio Shige (Age 66/ Fukui, Fukui Prefecture)
During his years of employment at the police station that has jurisdiction over Tojinbo in Fukui Prefecture, Mr. Shige
witnessed the reality that more than 20 people were committing suicide every year in Tojinbo. Since his retirement in
2004, he has been involved in various activities including patrols to prevent suicides and provide support and shelter
for would-be suiciders in everyday life and in becoming self-supporting. During this time Mr. Shige has helped save
the lives of over 270 people.

Recommended by Mr. Mitsutoshi Urata, Representative, Fukui Kokorono Denwa
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NPO Medical Information Center Aichi (MICA) (Nakamura-ku, Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture)
The Medical Information Center Aichi (MICA) was established in Nagoya City in 1998 to provide medical support
for foreigners who are apt to be in a disadvantageous position due to language or legal barriers. The center provides
services such as free health consultation, medical-related information by telephone and e-mail, and activities to
provide information to foreigners. Free health consultation is provided with the cooperation of about 230 volunteers
annually including specialist doctors, dentists, nurses, and interpreters. These services have been provided 145 times
for 2,095 people in total.

Recommended by Mr. Hiroshi Sugiura
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V Gold (Asahikawa, Hokkaido)
The training of one guide dog for the blind is said to cost five million yen. In 1998 when a group of accountants in
Hokkaido learned that 75% of the cost relies on donations, they decided to form a band and started fund-raising
activities. Once when they achieved their target amount, they disbanded the band but it was later reassembled with
different members and held 13 charity concerts in the vicinity of Asahikawa City. In addition to donating 1.5 million
yen for guide dog training, the band also holds concerts at prisons in Hokkaido.
Recommended by Mr. Kyoji Shida, Chairman, Charitable Organization;

Recommended by Hokkaido Guide Dogs for the Blind Association
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Kazuko Sakaue (Age 56/Koto-ku, Tokyo)
Making the most of her experience as a visiting carer for hospitalized children at the National Center for Global
Health and Medicine, Ms. Sakaue at the request of parents of children and fellow nurses established the Play
Volunteers as a support network for sick children within the center in 1991. While training many volunteers, the group
paid 161 visits last year to different hospitals in Tokyo including the National Center for Global Health and Medicine.
In all, 944 volunteers participated in visits to 807 children, and the group is continuing its activities to provide support
for sick children and their families.

Recommended by Ms. Mikiko Yamazaki, Director, Tokyo Volunteer Action Center
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Kazuko Uchida (Age 70/ Hachioji, Tokyo)
After retiring from her job at a care facility, Ms. Uchida registered as a foster parent and now has 22 years’
experience in that capacity. Since she was first entrusted with the care of a three-year old child in 1988, Ms. Uchida
has brought up 10 children. She accepts her role with the conviction and desire to do her best as a foster parent by
nurturing children to the extent that she can look after them responsibly rather attempting to look after a large number
of foster children. Ms. Uchida obtained accreditation for operating a foster family home last year. She also belongs to
the Midori Branch of the Tokyo Foster Family Association where she trains new foster parents and continues
activities to revitalize personal relationships within the local community.

Recommended by Mr. Yu Takei
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Issei Yamasaki (Age 74/ Izumo, Shimane Prefecture)

Unable to look on with indifference at the deteriorating state of the mountain forests, Mr. Yamasaki began to take
initiatives in tree planting and forest maintenance around 1989. After retiring as principal of an elementary school, he
purchased a total of 10 hectares of land in the mountains 10 kiolmeters west of Mount Sanbe in Shimane Prefecture
where he has continued his efforts at the environmental protection of the mountain for more than 20 years. During this
time he devoted his efforts to the intense work of planting and pruning close to 10,000 cedar and hinoki cypress trees
and cutting grass.

Recommended by Mr. Kazumi Kanda
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Koji Uehara (Age 82/ Maebashi, Gunma Prefecture)
After retiring from the company where he worked in 1987, Mr. Uehara during his morning walk noticed the disorderly
clutter of bicycles in the bicycle parking area at the front of the JR Maebashi Station. He casually began putting the
bicycles in order, thinking “Somebody has to do it.”  Since then, for the past 22 years, he has been voluntarily
spending one and a half hours early every morning putting in order more than 600 bicycles.

Recommended by Mr. Fumio Takenouchi
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Dio Club Tasuke (Kashiwa, Chiba Prefecture)
After taking a correspondence course in social welfare while working, the representative of this organization felt that
there was a need for home nursing care. Realizing the significant burden on the aged and people with disabilities in
bearing the cost of barrier-free construction work in their homes, the representative in 2000 decided to take on this
burden for just the cost of transportation and the cost of materials by putting his do-it-yourself carpenter skills to
work. Initially, he was the only volunteer but after establishing the Dio Club Tasuke in Kashiwa City, he was joined
first by fellow volunteers and, thanks to word of mouth communication, some first-class registered architects and
persons experienced in carpentry work. With a membership of about 12 people, Dio Club Tasuke is active in both
Kashiwa and Nagareyama cities in Chiba and has been involved in the repair and maintenance of 700 homes.
Recommended by the Kashiwa City Social Welfare Council
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Keiichi Takeuchi (Age 56/ Hokuto, Yamanashi Prefecture)
Mr. Takeuchi has been involved in mountain rescue activities since he started managing a mountain lodge in Mount
Yatsugatake in 1983. In 1990 he joined the mountain rescue unit of the Nagasaka Police Station in Yamanashi
Prefecture. Since then he has spent 27 years actively assisting at accident sites in the mountains, particularly at Mount
Yatsugatake and Kai Komagatake Mountain, and he has rescued many victims in difficult and dangerous rescue
activities. In 2000 Mr. Takeuchi took up the position of chief of the mountain rescue unit and has been playing an
active role as the leader in mountain rescue activities and the prevention of accidents in the mountains.

Recommended by Mr. Masataka Imaizumi, Chairman, Japan Police Support Association
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Tetsuji Yamaguchi (Age 82/ Imari, Saga Prefecture)
Mr. Yamaguchi is thoroughly committed to the prevention of traffic accidents involving school children. Appointed as
a traffic safety supervising instructor in Imari City in 1972, over the years he has devoted his efforts to supervising
traffic safety and training traffic safety supervising instructors. He has also been instrumental in laying the foundation
of the Imari City Traffic Safety Supervising Committee. Early every morning for more than 38 years, without missing
a single day, Mr. Yamaguchi has been supervising traffic safety at the curbside and addresses each and every school
child in efforts to make them aware of traffic safety.

Recommended by the Imari City Office
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Kurumi Club (Mitaka, Tokyo)
The Kurumi (Walnut) Club was formed in1965 by students who had played rugby during their physical education
classes at Chuo University. The club members, including both working people and students, have been promoting
initiatives for the development of friendship and training of young people through sports for 45 years. The club also
operates a dormitory where volunteers of the club live communally. In addition to promoting sports as a way of
developing human relationships, which form the foundation of social life, in recent years the club has been accepting
young people who had in the past refused to go to school or became recluses at home, isolating themselves from
society. The club has been instrumental in assisting a total of 10,000 club members, including over 1,000 who
experienced communal living in the club’ s dormitory, adjust to their roles in society.

Recommended by the NPO Japan Social Minority Association
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Hakodate Himawari no Kai (Hokuto, Hokkaido)
Celebrating its 25th anniversary this year, the Hakodate Himawari no Kai (Sunflower Group) was established in
Hakodate City in 1986 as a venue where children with disabilities could engage in various activities outside of school.
The group was formed with the cooperation of teachers and parents to enable students in special needs classes to
complete full distance marathons and to develop robust spirits and mental toughness. The group has even succeeded in
turning out some athletes for the Paralympics and conducts running training at Goryokaku Park on Sundays in the
summer. It also offers skiing lessons, sailing classes, and venues where not only children but also adults with
disabilities can experience a wide range of activities outside of school.

Recommended by Mr. Masaki Amano
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Yoshiji Kimura (Age 92/ Tokushima, Tokushima Prefecture)
The story of a man named Cho Un left a lasting impression on Mr. Kimura. Cho Un, who was originally from
Tokushima Prefecture, was brought up by Mongolian foster parents during wartime and went on to become a teacher
in Mongolia and to devote great efforts to the greening of the desert in Mongolia. Following in the footsteps of Cho
Un, Mr. Kimura gathered a group of like-minded people and began the Great Operation for Greening the Horuchin
Desert in the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in China in 1996. In total, his group conducted the total of 18 tree-
planting operations involving 800 people and planted 3,000,000 trees. In addition to tree planting, since 1999 the
group has been providing scholarships for junior high school and high school students in Mongolia and has already
awarded scholarships to eight students. It has also constructed school buildings for the three elementary schools and
one middle school.

Recommended by Mr. Takashi Ueno
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Umemoto Memorial Dental Volunteer Group (Osaka Sayama, Osaka)
This group began with the call from Professor Yoshio Umemoto from Osaka Dental University for volunteers to
provide dental treatment for people suffering from Hansen’ s disease and in so doing restore their hopes and joy of
living. The group began by providing dental treatment to patients who were isolated from the outside world and to
those who were recovering from the disease. From the latter half of the 1960s, the group expanded its operations by
providing dental treatment not only in Japan but also in clinics in Taiwan and Korea. The efforts of the group in Korea
especially were highly appreciated. The group continued to expand its volunteer dental consultation and treatment and
the training of human resources to other Asian countries including Thailand, Vietnam, and Laos and has been treating
patients for 60 years.

Recommended by Dr. Kenzo Kiikuni
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Social Welfare Corporation; International Association For The Visually Impaired(Itabashi-ku, Tokyo)
The parent organization of this association was founded by four visually impaired persons who were studying in Japan
in 1971. The association established a scholarship program to enable visually impaired students from developing
countries to study in Japan and to train leaders who will develop welfare systems for visually impaired persons in their
own countries. In 1995 the association was accredited as a social welfare corporation. It is currently promoting
activities to provide opportunities for international students with visual impairments from 17 countries in Asia and
Africa to study in Japan and to enable them to acquire skills in therapy and IT technology as professions that will
enable them to become economically independent in the future. Over a period of 40 years, the association has
provided 70 scholarships.

Recommended by the NPO Rokusei (Six Stars)
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NPO Kibo no Kurumaisu (Wheelchairs of Hope) (Nerima-ku, Tokyo)

For the past 10 years, this NPO has been collecting wheelchairs that are no longer needed by care facilities for the

aged and leasing companies. After volunteers repair, recondition, and polish the wheelchairs, they have donated them

to the countries in Asia for 10 years. The group also enlists people traveling to countries in Asia for business or

pleasure to transport the wheelchairs by asking them to personally take them to the destination countries and deliver

them to parties at the airport. To date the organization has sent a total of 430 wheelchairs to nine countries.
Recommended by Mr. Mitsuru Kawasaki, Mito Bible Baptist Church
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Kikuo Morimoto (Age 63/ Kingdom of Cambodia)
Fascinated by the traditional silk fabric kasuri (splashed pattern) in Cambodia, Mr. Morimoto established the Institute
for Khmer Traditional Textiles in 1996 and began to promote the revival of Khmer fabric techniques as well as efforts
to assist the poor. In 2003 Mr. Morimoto started the Traditional Forests Project in the vast grounds of Siem Reap
where Ankor Wat is located and operates a facility where all production processes of the silk fabric are completed
within this forest. This includes the silk culture, planting of mulberry trees for silkworm food, cultivating insects for
the dye, spinning, dying, and weaving. Operations also include passing on all aspects of producing traditional textiles,
self-sufficiency in food, and education and training.

Recommended by Mr.Hiroji Izawa, the NPO Furusato-Minamishinshu Midorino Kikin
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NPO Kamonohashi Project (Shibuya-ku, Tokyo)

Shocked to learn of the existence of child prostitution in Cambodia upon their visit to that country, the members of the

organization are committed to the eradication of this problem in Cambodia.

The NGO Kamonohashi Project was established in 2005 after members of the organization learned that the problem of

child prostitution was caused by poverty. The group produces book covers and other items using local crops and

materials. This helps create employment to help local people escape from poverty. To prevent children from falling

victim to child prostitution, the group also engages in efforts to manage orphanages in cooperation with the local

NGOs. It also provides support for training programs including changing the attitudes of local police forces.
Recommended by Ms. Masami Kimura
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Yuzo Tanigaki (Age 69/ Republic of Niger)
After completion of his assignment as an industrial doctor in the Republic of Niger in West Africa in 1979, Mr.
Tanigaki worked as a JICA dispatched doctor for 19 years from1982. After completing his JICA work, Mr. Tanigaki
chose to to continue his medical work in Niger where he remains today. In addition to building a hospital with his own
money, he has been providing medical care and performing over 1,000 surgeries a year. In 2001, after support from
JICA was discontinued, Mr. Tanigaki continued his medical care activities with help from fellow doctors and high
school classmates from his home town, and has been doing this for 30 years.

Recommended by the Kyoto Omron Regional Cooperation Foundation
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Naoyuki Kawahara (Age 45/ Republic of Sudan)
Dr. Kawahara was assigned to the Japanese embassy as the medical officer in the Republic of the Sudan. While
working there, Dr. Kawahara felt a strong sense of conflict over the fact that he was not allowed to provide medical
care to the Sudanese people and had to watch many children dying from malaria and cholera right in front of his eyes.
He decided to resign from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2005 and began medical care activities on his own in
Sudan. He established the NPO Rocinantes, the first Japanese NPO in Sudan, as the base for his activities. Dr.
Kawahara covers the costs of his activities from donations made by high school and university alumni as well as from
lectures he gives during visits to Japan. In addition to providing local medical care, Dr. Kawahara has also been
devoting efforts to building schools in Sudan.

Recommended by the NPO Rocinantes
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Lawrence F. Campbell (Age 68/ United States)

After his experience participating in a regional development project in a rural area of Jamaica in the 1960s, Dr.
Campbell had a strong interest in the education and rehabilitation of people. Becoming involved in both areas from
1964 onwards, he has spent more than 30 years devoting his efforts to the improvement of educational opportunities
for visually impaired children in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Today Dr. Campbell continues his activities and to
give encouragement to visually impaired children to study so that they will be able to fully participate in society.

Recommended by Mr. Hisao Chiba, Nippon Foundation
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