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The Save Wajiro Tidal Flat Association(Higashi-ku, Fukuoka, Fukuoka Prefecture)

This group was established in 1988 and for the past 22 years has continued its conservation activities for the Wajiro
tidal flat located at the eastern end of Hakata Bay. The group devotes its time to environmental conservation activities
centered on the Wajiro tidal flat and surveying of water birds in Wajiro waters, cleaning the tidal flat, testing water
quality, and holding the Wajiro Tidal Flat Festival for the general public. In 2009 the group held 12 cleaning
operations involving 304 people and 10 nature protection observation events during the year with a total of 458
participants.

Recommended by the Save Wajiro Tidal Flat Association
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NPO Minamino Furusato Mamori Tai (Taketomi-cho, Yaeyama-gun, Okinawa)

This NPO was established in 2009 by a representative of the group who was concerned about rubbish being washed

up on Hatoma Island in Taketomi-cho in Okinawa Prefecture. The group collects styrofoam rubbish washed up on the

beach and processes it in petrochemical plant equipment to extract styrene oil that can be used as fuel for diesel

engines and boilers. These activities help in the beautifying of beaches and in increasing energy-saving effects.
Recommended by The Japan Association of Marine Safety
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Koji Kinjo (Age 40/ Okinawa Prefecture)

After witnessing the dreadful state of the bleached coral in the Yomitan village in Okinawa Prefecture, Mr. Kinjo
transferred his shop, which had been prospering, and started cultivating coral. Cultivating coral is not an easy task and
Mr. Kinjo continued his research on cultivation while struggling with mounting debts. In 2007, despite his lack of
professional know-how, he succeeded in spawning a root clump from transplanted coral, and cultivated and
transplanted it. Mr. Kinjo is continuing his efforts to deepen people’ s understanding of the rehabilitation of coral
reefs and the ocean.
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Kiyoharu Daimon (Age 59/ Aki-ku, Hiroshima, Hiroshima Prefecture)
In 1970, Mr. Daimon joined Shinko Inc. Ltd. in Hiroshima City, a company that specializes in the manufacture of
pumps and turbines for cargo oil unloading equipment when transferring crude oil from tankers to on-shore storage
tanks. Mr. Daimon demonstrated superior expertise in the processing of casing parts for the unloading equipment of
crude oil. He also made important contributions to the development of the shipbuilding industry by establishing a
processing system, making significant headway in reducing processing time, and developing an important platform for
the manufacture of products.

Recommended by Mr. Zenshichi Akasaka, Chairman, Japan Marine Equipment Association
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Fukuyoshi Nakao (Age 79/ Fukuyama, Hiroshima Prefecture)

Since joining a shipwright as an apprentice in Utsumi-cho in Hiroshima Prefecture in 1949, Mr. Nakao as a
shipbuilder has been keeping alive the skills and techniques of building traditional Japanese-style boats. During his
career, he has been building fishing boats known as utasebune and kogibune as well as other pleasure craft. Still active
in his profession, he even repairs these Japanese-style boats on site upon request, thus continuing his efforts of over 60
years to pass on the skills of building traditional Japanese-style boats.

Recommended by Mr. Kazuo Takahashi, Superintendent of Schools,
Fukuyama City Education Board

Recommended by Mr. Kazuo Takahashi
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