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Asia Pacific Dyslexia Festival 2018 @ Tokyo
~Let each child shine! Happy School ~

This will be the 3rd Asia Pacific Dyslexia Festival. We have been networking
with many countries from Asia Pacific region — researching, discussing and
sharing information related to our common goal, education for dyslexia.

This is fascinating as it covers an area with diverse language, writing, religion,
ethnicity and history.

This year, the theme is “Happy School”, aiming for “a society where each child
shines”. It will include collaboration session with UNESCO. We intend to pro-
mote inclusive education and right approach to education for people with dys-
lexia and more. We would like to ask the participants to share with others what
they have learnt and felt during this event.

In collaboration with UNESCO, we are planning APDF2020 - Asia Pacific Dys-
lexio Forum2020 for appropriate education for all people with dyslexia in Asia
Pacific region.
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I would like to sincerely congratulate you on holding grandly the
“Asia Pacific Dyslexia Festival 2018” here in Tokyo.
On behalf of |13.8 million citizens of the city, I welcome all visitors
from Asia Pacific countries.
Dyslexia is a type of LD  (Learning Disabilities) and is translated
s “literacy disorder”. Compared to their intellectual ability and
comprehension ability, people with dyslexia have difficulty in read-
ing and writing. For some of them, it seems that letters dance and
the sentences look distorted.
In the Capital, we have established a support center for people
with developmental disabilities to provide professional consulta-
tion and advice to people with developmental disorders, including
learning disabilities, and to their families.
"Ordinance on Promotion of Understanding of Disabled Persons
and Promotion of Elimination of Discrimination in Tokyo" was en-
acted in October, in order to deepen our understanding of people
with disabilities in society as a whole and further promote efforts
to eliminate discrimination.
Through ordinance, such as consultation and system development
for conflict resolution, we hope to further advance barrier-free
spirit of mind and encourage people to participate in society.
We have now less than 2 years before the Olympic and Paralympic
Games Tokyo 2020. Tokyo is the city that hosts the second sum-
mer Paralympic Games for the first time in history. Through the
success of the event, I would like to turn Tokyo into “DiverCity
(diversity)” where women, men, children, the elderly, people with
disabilities, and everyone else can demonstrate their power and
live a more fulfilling life.
I heard that Asia Pacific Dyslexia Forum will be held in Okayama
in 2020. Towards the realization of “DiverCity(diversity)”, let’s
liven it up together!
Finally, I pray for the success of this event and I pray for everyone
who participated today for the health and well-being of each one
of you.

December 9, 2018
Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike
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'Mackenzie’s art is emotive and captures authentic moments
of fragility, honesty and isolation, as well as the love, joy
and hope we can all bring to each other. Mackenzie’s sup-
port of good causes is one way he tries to spread happiness
to those who need it most.

Raised in an industrial English town, Middlesbrough in the
1950s, Mackenzie struggled with dyslexia throughout his
childhood. But through art he found confidence and cour-
age and now uses his popular work to help people who face
similar challenges.

He has achieved global success in galleries throughout the
UK, America, Japan and Australia while celebrity collectors
include JK Rowling, HM Queen Elizabeth II and Tom Hardy.

Mackenzie is passionate about working with EDGE in Japan.
He has seen all the fantastic work the charity does and is
always keen to support. All of his charitable work relates
back to important issues depicted in his art such as disad-
vantaged children, loneliness and hope.'
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Karoku Yanagiya - Rakugo storyteller

I never had self-confidence until I found out I had dyslexia
4 years ago. Since I was young, I continued to experience
failure, so I was always afraid.

Luckily, Rakugo (comic storytelling) is an oral tradition, so
I could record my master’s play and practiced as I listened
to the recording. Sometimes, I memorized by writing notes
in Hiragana.

When I first found out I had dyslexia, it was difficult for me
and people around me to accept. But now, I feel that it is
a pillar I can lean on. The couroge to know and understand
will lead to "% ;=easy or "% =Ffun. I encourage you to have
the courage and take the first step. A joyful life awaits you!
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Purpose: We gather together to reach our common goal
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Note: We make sure that all different stake holders be
respected. That is people with dyslexia, supporters,
teachers, parents, administrative, researchers and
politicians.

of realizing a society where each and every person can
enjoy quality education. We will discuss how to realize a
peaceful and diverse community through achieving
inclusive education with dyslexia in mind and connecting
to global citizenship.
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2014 Second World Dyslexia
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2010 First World Dyslexia
Forum in Paris UNESCO

Education for dyslexics
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2017 Asia Pacific Dyslexia Festival
Diversity and Identity — Teacher training



Asia Pacific dyslexia Forum 2020 in Okayama

20195 AL 7YTAEH
TARVLIVYTI74—54L620207 LA R}

2018% ®E TYTATEH BRAN P EMETR

FAAVIVT I RF 47302018 2019 Pre-event of Asia Pacific Dyslex-
~HAIGDERITEE 21 E ia Forum 2020

- Happy School ~ Raising awareness events (plans)

2018 Asia Pacific Dyslexia

Festival

Let every child shine -Happy School

2020%F TPV TARERXTAALIVT
74—542020@@WL"
~7A=NL ST ARY Ty TDEHD
20|q 4>7;|,—/;>‘7j$i’é‘~

Asia Pacific dyslexia Forum
2020 in Okayama

Inclusive education for global citizenship
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OKAYAMA CONVENTION CENTER Okayama Visitors & Convention Association

http://www.mamakari.net https://okayama-kanko.net

T700-0024 [ELREILTHIEXERTTET14-1 T700-0985 FALERILTGILXEERT3-1-15 L T RHEFRCRE
TEL.086-214-1000 FAX.086-214-3600 TEL.086-227-0015 FAX.086-227-0014
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In room 417 of the venue, we are exhibiting PR booth of Okayama City where the Asia Pacific Dyslexia Forum 2020 will be held.
Okayama city is a city; with great access, connecting traffic network of Chugoku and Shikoku and a mixture of rich nature and
culture.

We look forward to welcoming all of you in 2020.
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Keiichi Takeda

Honorary Professor at Osaka Kyoiku University, Guest Professor at Osaka
Medical College. Currently adviser at Osaka Medical College LD Centre.

Until June of 2018, he was engaged in the training program of special support special-
ists as Chairperson of Japan Association of the Special Educational Needs Specialist
(S.E.N.S). He provides consultation on parenting and development in Kansai area.
Especially at the Osaka Medical College LD Center, he provides assessment,
educational support, educational consultation on LD, Dyslexia etc:--
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Toshihiko Abe

Toshihiko Abe is an associate professor at the Graduate School of Prac-
titioners in Education, Seisa University and the chairman of special needs
education promotion committee in Saitama Prefecture. He believes that
all of us need some kind of support and we are supported by people who
wish to understand us. We shall think about what we can do for each of us,
aiming to live and grow together in our society.
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Akira Uno

Professor from University of Tsukuba, President of Japan Developmental
Dyslexia Research Association (JDRA) and President of LD/Dyslexia Cen-
tre. He is specialized for reading/spelling development in Japanese and
developmental and acquired dyslexia.
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Masayoshi Tsuge

Past position as; University of Tsukuba, professor. ( Faculty of Human
Sciences, Field of intellectual, developmental and behavioral disorders)
PhD in Education. National Institute of Special Needs Education, Re-
search Head. University of California, visiting Scholar. JAPAN ACADEMY
OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, president. MEXT, Special Education Senior
Specialist. Hyogo University of Teacher Education. Current position; Ja-
pan Academy of learning disabilities, president. Japan Union of Psycho-
logical Associations, President. Etc.
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Ami Todo

Ami Todo is in charge of planning/ coordination at Certified NPO EDGE. She
acquired International Baccalaureate in UK high school, then she graduat-
ed from a university in Belgium. Currently, she works in educational field;
to raise awareness of dyslexia in Japan and Asia. She holds LSA (Learn-
ing Support Assistant) qualification. Her motto is to create an environment
where each child can shine and maximize their talent!
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Megumi Wakui

Megumi is a senior researcher at the Inclusive Education System Promo-
tion Centre, National Institute of Special Needs Education. She is clinical
psychologist, clinical development psychologist, and special educational
needs specialist supervisor (S.E.N.S-SV).

She currently focuses on designing universal design curriculums for ele-
mentary school students.
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10:30~12:00 *a*E0s 10:30 ~ 12:00 s only in Japanese
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Graduate School)
Effective way for Reasonable Accommodation
(for parents and teachers)
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4. ABERT (VI7IL) 5.Yuichi Tanaka (Ministry of Education,
5. Bh#H— (CUHEZEE) Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)
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*Consecutive interpretation available *Please note that the program and speakers are subject to change without notice.
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13:00~ 14:45

SURIIA 2

(@] ks
rYEHFNtLyvar,
- Enjoy having dyslexia !
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B | .Dick Yong (Malaysia)

2.Md. Zaki Zaini bin Abdullah(Brunei)

3.Nur ‘Aiman Sarah binti Eddie
Suffedy(Brunei)

gl 4.Jemima Hutton (Australia)
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12:00~13:00
Digital Art Exhibition + Education in Bali
(video)
13:00~14:45
Symposium 2
Chair:Ami Todo
Session by talented young dyslexic
persons- Enjoy having dyslexia !
EE | .Dick Yong (Malaysia)
2.Md. Zaki Zaini bin Abdullah(Brunei)
3.Nur ‘Aiman Sarah binti Eddie
Suffedy(Brunei)
il 4.Jemima Hutton (Australia)
E 5.Karoku Yanagiya
(Japan - video message)
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1I5:00~19:00 15:00~19:00
I 2323123735848 Il Collaboration with UNESCO Bangkok
KAVII—VTEHBEDNHDY—ILF v % Tool kit for inclusive education
HERGE AL E Y Happy School
KAyE—2T—IL E Keynote: Daisuke Kimura(GiFT)
III HEAEE - ARAE (GIFT) Y Education for Sustainable Development
% 2030 £AFEREOH A Goals 2030
SURIMAL 3 Symposium 3
III BE B (A2 E Chair: Akira Uno (Tsukuba University)
= |.Mark Manns - UNESCO Bangkok | Mark Manns ~UNESCO Bangkok
= gl 2.Peter Hutton-Future Schools Alliance
il 2.Peter Hutton - Future Schools E 3.Yasunori Kawakami (Yaguchi Special
Alliance Education School Teacher)
[®] 3. NLERA (RO%BIXHBPE) [ @] 4.Hiroshi Tanaka (Public Elemntary
[®] 4. Epiga (AI/INZAEER) School Teacher)
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Happy School: Teacher Training
| .HJH Siti Noraminah HJ Adb Lamin
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Asia Pacific Dyslexia Festival 2018
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Analogue games to enhance abilities
Taichi Matsumoto, freelance remediation advisor

Through playing various card games and board
games, you can practice ideas that are useful in
real society such as "planning" and "to imagine
the viewpoint of others".
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From Assessment to support and
accommodation
Aki Oba (NPO EDGE)

Presentation of support, teaching materials
following assessment of reading and writing
difficulties.

Workshops Program
(Central Building 103)
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Pseudo DX experience
Aki Oba (NPO EDGE)

How is it to have difficulties in reading and
writing? How would you feel? By experiencing
these emotions, you will have better under-
standing of dyslexia and how to support people
with dyslexia.
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Digital Art Exhibition + Education
in Bali — (video)

Art works, photography, architecture by dys-
lexic artists will be displayed. We have also
prepared a video about educational situation,
lifestyle surrounding reading and writing in Bali !
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DX Meeting for adults with dyslexia
Akihiro Shibata (NPO EDGE)

How can you have a happy life? We could learn
important tips from successful adults
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What Comes Before and After Phonics?
In addition to phonics, a strong foundation in
phonological awareness, oral language, and
narrative development should also be targeted
to support steady progress of word recognition
and reading comprehension skills. We aim to in-
troduce strategies to support these areas and
intfroduce screening methods for early identifi-
cation of struggling readers.

Speakers:

Casandra Limson, MS., CCC-SLP
American Licensed Speech Lan-
guage Pathologist

Maya Kobayashi, PhD., CCC-SLP

» 4§ »
O
& Interpreter

e., BENPOEA EDGE DESE

\ ;EDGE
REORHEEEHED
KERBAHA R

e mﬁa
Y

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

RENED| E@IET TR
BEEPRISE T2 RERED
REEFE~DHA |~j17

S ) WEHMY

ENEI R TR

7N ITEN TR

EnwEREIEEATY

( #U<BHPT http://www.npo-edge.jp )




Asia Pacific Dyslexia Festival 2018

BR7—2
(£>%—1 108)

(D) srxssmnemmmre s— AMZEILHEH
AccessReading

AccessReading 3, ERRIMEZL I Lo H LWV REERIC, P
BOREZHMENEFLM RMLTVEY, PCX iPad NDEFEH
AT BICEATA I ERELTVET,

Research Center for Advanced Science and
Technology, The University of Tokyo, Field of
Life Support Engineering

AccessReading

AccessReading provides audio teaching materials of prima-
ry, secondary and high schools’ examination textbooks to
students who have difficulties to read printed materials. We
promote use of text to speech function of PC and iPad for
learning.
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Revolve Institute for School Education

We have to know the child to make good teaching materials.
The Hiragana/English teaching materials of Revolve are
based on daily practice and research and they are adopted
in elementary and junior high schools etc. throughout the
country. Our method is introduced by NHK and other media.
We invite you to come and take a look at the materials !
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Morisawa Inc.

Morisawa is a Font maker who developed; "UD digital text-
books", "BIZ UD Mincho" and "BIZ UD Gothic" - standard
installation in Windows 10. We introduce 43 UD fonts that
are easy to read for many people — unlimited usage avail-
able on a monthly or yearly license plan.
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LEDEX Corporation

Ledex is developing cognitive function assessment and
training software. The main products are Vision Training I,
supervised by Mr. Katsuya Kitade, an optometrist and visual
perception balancer supervised by Kawabata Hidehito, an
Ophthalmologist.
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Tomatis Listening Centre Tokyo

"Tomatis Method", ear and voice training developed by Dr.
Tomatis, a French otolaryngologist. We provide; auditory
care e.g. for hypersensitivity, support for developmental
disorders from the ear, auditory and vocal program for lan-
guage and music.
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Unique Education Plannig
We wish to make the world a place where all children can
learn. We sell unique teaching materials and stationery
from all over the world. In addition, it is the only distributor
in Japan that handles the Reading Ruler from the UK for
those with difficulties in reading.
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Gridmark Inc.

We provide learning support using dot code technology and
voice pen.

With teaching materials incorporating extremely small
two-dimensional code (dot code) with a pen and read aloud
function, we realize a learning method that connects letters
and sounds.
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We are developing Michimura style Kanji learning method
which children who are not good at reading and writing can
learn vigorously. The method of learning kanji for the visu-
ally impaired started from "chanting and remembering with-
out writing". It is a universal design kanji learning method
which all children can learn easily.

(o Gl

DOIETIRRI D) IEHFBRRDERR B8, TR 7213 T < T
DFLGEBELEEIET TRTI Thh ) HDh%E, e
BICE L FL—ZV T - BHTEBY T FIITTY,

{BIARR (Win/Mac/iPad) &3EA - KEakhR (Win) ZTHELE LT,

LEDEX

BA% - BR5E : LT v 7 AR https://www.ledex.co.jp/

@ ATAR « TosXy

T—F2IAFYL—=>7 3B 5 AX SBAMDERMICT—F>
TAE) Y EITHAEERXE L, BET IR Y DR AMEE R, £5F
FE - BERLYYORELENETIRBRIET RIIE ST O
TS54LTTY,

Cogmed Japan

Working memory training improves working memory and exe-
cuting functions in a short period of 5 days x 8 weeks. It aims
to improve cognitive functions such as attention and life-
style, learning, vocation, etc. It is a program based on strict
evidence.
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Vince Low (Malaysia)
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My name is Vince Low from Malaysia. I graduat-
ed from The One Academy with a Degree in il-
lustration, and worked in various advertising
agencies. And now I am Head of Illustration at
Grey Group Kuala Lumpur. Today, I am thankful
for my success to what I thought to be a curse in
my younger days-dyslexia.
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As a girl of 9th standard, she sat there wondering
what could possibly be wrong with her. Her Quarter-
ly results had just come out and she had yet again
successfully managed to fail in all the subjects.
With hope and passion in her heart, she started going
for Art classes. Colouring, doodling, writing poems
and making craft items were always of great interest
to her. One day while reading the newspaper, an arti-
cle about dyslexia caught her attention. She started
making enquiries and got a few leads about MDA and
Ananya. She fondly recalls that moment as what she
still thinks is a big miracle that happened in her life!
Their amazing teaching methods and giving individual
attention did magic. Today, she is an accomplished
Photographer and Artist. She is a budding entrepre-
neur with her own Studio.
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After working as a graphic designer at a major
game maker, he currently works at Nerima

welfare facility. Born in Tokyo in 1976. He
raduated from art college and Co-authored
Dyslexia demo Katsuyaku Dekiru”.
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Born in Tokyo in 1988. In 2000, diagnosed as
LD while in primary school and left to UK to
study abroad. Continued his secondary and
higher education in boarding school specialized
in LD/Dyslexia. After graduation, he enrolled in
the University of Arts London, majored in Fash-
ion/Illustration. On his return, started his career
in advertising agency in Japan.
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At the time when his friends did some essay as-
signments, Agil was struggling to decode one by
one vocabulary written.

For him, handwriting and math has always been
a torture.

Communicating with others felt like forced la-
bor. Socializing seemed like swimming in the
ocean without any swimming float....., so ex-
hausted, so tiring, without knowing when and
where to end.

When Aqil initially touched art world, he eventu-
ally found his own self.

Through his art work, Aqil was able to connect
and communicate with his social life.

Through his paintings, Aqgil was enjoying his
work while doing interaction and communication
happily.

Through his art master piece, Aqil has found his
own world.
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I'm not good at reading, writing
nor studying, but I love drawing, talking and

thinking.

Exhibition by dyslexic artists:artists

Wﬂ£+A$iin +ART
REZENT 4 AL IS 7 LHE, &
PIRZEE RS AA X7 — L, 5 4,
by Y AR—ILICTRERET S
M=, }Z%. NPO é’.’i}]%;’%o

Z5
#% DX Qf%@/\ih REFE7A> -
2RA >, OJsuo=a

RE)

Born in 1983. He left Japan to study in UK at
the age of |5 - graduated from reputed univer-
sity, Architectural Association School of Archi-
tecture. Experience as an architectural design-
er in UK, Germany, France and Singapore, as
well as a pottery artist and writer. Publication:
“My life_ as DX”, masterpiece: “Wine Pavilion”

in Logrofo, Spain
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I felt that I was not good at reading and writing
as I entered elementary school. I passed a gen-
eral exam and now I am a university first grader.
I am more at ease as studying at university con-
sists of less writing tasks and I can use comput-
er during class.
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Reading, writing and hypersensitivity are my
main difficulties. Currently thanks to Reason-
able Accommodation at university, I enjoy a ful-
filling student life.
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Born in England in 1969. Establishing a garden-
ing company in the UK. Moved to Japan in 1995,
based on Kumamoto, designing a number of gar-
den designs. In 2008 he took office as a NPO
Rose Ring Kanaya's advisor.
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Mark Manns is Programme Officer at UNESCO Bangkok, the Asia-Pacific
Regional Bureau for Education, where he works in the Section for Inclusive
Quality Education. Currently, his focus is on the quality of education,
working on the Happy Schools Project (promoting learner well-being and
happiness), as well as coordinating research studies on quality of educa-
tion themes. Research studies include the “culture of testing” (examining
social and cultural factors and perceptions that influence and shape
learning and education), transversal competencies (21st Century skills)
and utilizing learning assessment data for evidence-based policy. Mark
holds a Master’s Degree in International Studies from Simon Fraser Uni-
versity (Vancouver, Canada).
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Educational Innovator Peter is currently the Director of the Future Schools
Alliance in Melbourne Australia. He was previously Principal of Temple-
stowe College which is recognised as one of the most innovative secondary
schools in the world. Peter sees the world differently and attributes his
creative educational ideas to being dyslexic.

Muhammad Zaki Zaini bin Abdullah
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I am Muhammad Zaki Zaini bin Abdullah from Brunei Darussalam. I am a
first year student in HNTec Design and Draughting at IBTE Nakhoda Rag-
am Campus. I struggle to read and write since I was young. Growing up as
an individual with dyslexia has been a roller-coaster ride and some of my
teachers and friends did not understand difficulties I experienced. I learn
best with hands-on activities and I enjoy doing Live Action Role Play
(LARP), games and crafting.
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Completed MSc in Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) at Southamp-
ton University in 2010. She has been working at Specialized Support Ser-
vices-Specific Learning Difficulties (Dyslexia) for 8 years. Her main roles
in the support service includes providing consultation, assessments,
teachers’ professional development and supporting students with dyslex-
ia in Brunei Darussalam.

Dick Yong
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My name is Dick Yong from Borneo, an island which is part of Malaysia. I
would say I have a colorful childhood considering I have been expelled
from school four times before I finished high school. In my younger years,
Dyslexic was something unheard off. During my final two years of high
school, I came across a magic formula that scored me straight A’s in my
final year. Fifteen years and a finance degree later, I owned a series of
business which I sold successfully. Currently I am managing a company
called Onicorn Venture Capital focusing on investing into tourism related
products. I would have to say Dyslexic has strengthen me to what I am
today. Dyslexic, is an ability and not disability!

Jemima Hutton
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Social Entrepreneur, Throughout her years of schooling Jemima developed
many learning strategies to work around her dyslexia, so much so that in
2017, Jemima achieved her goal of gaining entry into Medicine. At just |8
years old, Jemima started Dyslexia Demystified in Melbourne Australia, a
company that’s sole purpose is to support dyslexic young people.

Nur’ Aiman Sarah binti Eddie Suffedy
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My name is Nur’ Aiman Sarah binti Eddie Suffedy. I am |7 years old from
Brunei Darussalom. I am a lower 6 student (pre-university level) at Mer-
agang Sixth Form Centre. I was diagnosed with dyslexia at the age of 7
and since then I have had an abundant supply of support from my beloved
family, friends as well as my amazing teachers. Despite having dyslexia, I
developed a love for reading and writing. I have a deep interest in archae-
ology and hope to further my studies in this field in the nearest future.
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Hisako Ando

Past position; Yokohama Municipal School Teacher. Board of Education
Special Education section, Chief. Ochanomizu University, Professor. Cur-
rent Position; NPO Lenfant Plaza, President. PhD in Education, expertise
in LD (reading and writing difficulties). Her motto is “learning is fun”, and
she provides teacher training and guidance on reading and writing from
primary school to high school students.
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Hiroshi Tanaka is an elementary school teacher, special needs education
coordinator and director of the Research Group of Coordinators in Tokyo.
He has been working as a teacher in elementary school for 23 years and
has devoted himself to enchance special needs education in ordinary
classrooms. Currently he serves as 4th grade teacher, head of the instruc-
tion department, and special needs education coordinator.
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Shigeo Kato is a professor at the School of Education, Niigata University,
specialised in language psychology and English pedagogy. After | 2 years as
an English teacher at the high school, he decided to study at the doctoral
course at Essex University on English reading process of Japanese native
speaker. He hopes that his activities could ease anxiety of children and
teachers towards teaching English at elementary schools.
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Yuichi Tanaka is an investigator (specialized at developmental disabilities
education) at the Special Needs Education Division, Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Bureau, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology. He is responsible for collecting, analyzing, and dissemi-
nating information on the current situation and issues of education for
children with developmental disabilities at the school level in Japan and
the world. He has been working at enterprises, facilities for the mentally
handicapped, special needs schools, and the board of education.
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Kyoko Ueda is a clinical development psychologist, special needs educa-
tor, and special needs consultant in Minato-ku. She provides a place for
consultation for development and learning support based on her teaching
experience. She has been collaborating with edge on various projects in-
cluding Learning Support Assistant, audio teaching material BEAM, and
English MOOC.
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Daisuke Kimura is a diversity facilitator, global education producer, and
head of investigation and research at GiFT. Born in Hirosaki, Aomori, he
has graduated from College of Humanities and Sciences at Nihon Univer-
sity, master's course on foreign policy at Oxford University, and Graduate
School of Public Policy at Australian National University. He promotes
global citizenship education for schools and enterprises to foster "wills to
make the world a better place". He is the author of the report "2 |st Cen-
tury Competencies in Japan" for the Asia Society. He is now an lecturer at
the Faculty of International Studies, Meiji Gakuin University.
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Yasunori Kawakami is a senior teacher at Tokyo Metropolitan Yaguchi
Special Needs School, clinical development psychologist, special educa-
tional needs specialist supervisor, director of Japan Academy of Universal
Designed Education. He is the author of "Understanding Special Needs
Education by Stories" (Gakken) etc.

He was born in Tokyo in 1974, and graduated from Rikkyo University and
Graduate School of University of Tsukuba. After working at Tokyo Metro-
politan Jonan Special Needs School, Minato Special Needs School, Aoya-
ma Special Needs School, he is now working as a senior teacher at Tokyo
Metropolitan Yaguchi Special Needs School. He has long been a coordina-
tor of regional support and has been involved in special needs education in
ordinary classrooms.
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Yasuko Matsuo has worked at special needs schools and special needs
classrooms. Since 6 years ago, she has been working at the special needs
classroom of a public elementary school. She took an LSA lecture after
taking charge of children with dyslexia and graduated from the Graduate
School of Education at Seisa University.

She is currently working as a supervisor in special needs classrooms and
has been taking care of 2 children with dyslexia in 6 years. She hopes that
reasonable accomodation and support will be expanded.
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Yasuko Kawataka is the director of Solar SSE and Representative of SLD
Guardians. Solar SSE provides training and learning program for children
with learning disabilities and developmental disorders. SLD Guardians
aims to gather and publish useful information to children who are biased
towards learning and to families and schools.
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Yuji Hirata is currently in charge of special needs education as general
guidance director at the School Education Department of Koganei City
Board of Education. He has worked as an engineer at medical device man-
ufacturer, teacher at elementary schools. He has been serving as guid-
ance director at Koganei City Board of Education from 201 | and became
general guidance director in 2017.
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UNESCO’'s Happy Schools Project promotes happiness
in schools through enhanced learner wellbeing and
holistic development. It offers an alternative notion
of quality of education that values and nurtures
learners’ diverse talents and strengths.

The Happy Schools Framework focuses on 3 important
‘aspects:
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