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I am very thankful to be a part of this award ceremony and for the wonderful opportunity to meet so many
people who have poured out their lives to enrich people in need all over the world.

I came to Japan as a Protestant Christian missionary in 1985, with my husband and three young children. I love
children and soon gave birth to two more. I was educated in America as a Registered Physical Therapist and a
trained pregnancy counselor. My employment for ten years before arriving in Japan was as a physical therapist
for handicapped children and hospital and home care for children and adults.
As a Christian living in Japan I thought about God’s love for the Japanese
people and realized the needs of pregnant women and their children. The
Bible tells us all children are a gift from God and He is described as a father
to the fatherless who protects the widows, orphans and foreigners and places
the lonely in families. God also instructs us to protect and care for them.

In 1992 our family and Japanese translator, Ako Suzuki, joined a volunteer
group, Ai no Kesshin (Loving Decisions) , who was helping pregnant women
both Japanese and foreign unable to raise their children find loving adoptive
families for their babies. ANK was founded on the belief that no child should
ever be a commodity. We are so grateful for the many volunteers and friends
of ANK who receive no salary and give their time and resources freely for
the children.

Over the last twenty nine years we were able to help many young women
in various situations through their pregnancies and the placement of their
children. We discovered some women in need could not register their
children on their koseki and the children were left with no nationality. We

: E R

One of many Down Syndrome

learned how to help those children to receive citizenship and adoption. We
also met parents who gave birth to children with various handicaps who felt
they were incapable of raising those children because of surgical needs and

children recovering from heart
surgery.
ZLDEYUEDFE B 1-BH

long-term follow-up care.
We were able to find
parents wanting to adopt
and raise those children.

Also, in our family
environment we provided
foster care for many
children for years and
adopted six ourselves,
including one who has
Down Syndrome.

We have supported 12
or more children through
heart surgery by the
amazing heart surgery
team at Shizuoka
Children’s Hospital and
supported other children
through various needed
surgeries.

As laws have changed
in Japan child placement
options are limited but we
are continuing to support
and care for children with
special needs whose
parents are unable to do
so.

DREOBEFN %3

A
Sarah enjoys loving all the children and
they love her, too.
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< AV S
Ai no kesshin staff in the hospital caring
for children with medical needs.
FORODRZ Y INEBTT7OLER
FEHLBEMETS

Adored by new parents and brother.
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A rare opportunity for parents to adopt
twin babies.
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