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Jun Nomura (Age 46 / Takatsuki City, Osaka)

At around 10:25 a.m. on June 27, 2010, while passing along the Akuta River in Takatsuki, Mr.Nomura saw
three children drowning. With his right hand he grabbed a boy (6) who had been swept away by the
current and a boy (2) who was reaching out from the water, and with his left hand he took a girl (8) whose
face was sticking out of the water, and, enlisting the cooperation of two passers-by, he saved the three
children. Ordinarily the depth of the river is about 30 cm, but on this day, due to torrential rains, it had
increased to 120 cm. The children had been swept about 150 meters down the river by the current.

Nominator: Foundation for Encouragement of Social Contribution
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I would like to thank the FESCO foundation for choosing me for this year's award. I
am truly humbled that I am thought of as being a hero, and for the recognition that
I have received. I am just glad that I was there when someone needed me the most,
and that I was able to help. Anyone that is placed in that situation would have done
exactly as I did anything possible to help someone at their greatest time of need.
Although I am not in Japan anymore, I will remember my time in Okinawa and all of
the experiences that I had there.
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Richard Howell (Age 26 / United States of America)

At around 1 p.m. on September 12, 2010, while walking along Yomitan Namihira beach in Okinawa
Prefecture, Mr.Howell saw a man offshore holding a child and calling for help. Fully dressed, Mr.Howell
jumped into the ocean and helped the child and the panicking man to shore. The child was unconscious
and barely breathing, but Mr.Howell administered artificial respiration and revived the child. While he was
ministering to the child, an ambulance arrived. Subsequently he was contacted by the hospital where the
child was taken, and told that he had saved the child's life. At the time he was a corporal in the U.S. Air
Force, stationed in Okinawa.

Nominator: 961st Airborne Air Control Squad, 18th Wing, United States Air Force, Okinawa
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Keizo Tatsumoto (Age 50 / Bungo-Ono City, Oita Prefecture)

At around 1:20 p.m. on August 12,2010, Mr.Tatsumoto saw a man who had fallen into Bungo-Ono City's
Ono River while fishing and was drowning. Mr.Tatsumoto entered the fast-moving current and pulled out
the man, who had sunk down and wasn't moving. The man was unconscious and had stopped breathing, so
Mr.Tatsumoto administered artificial respiration and heart massage, snatching the man from the jaws of
death.

Nominator: Japan Police Support Association
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Yoshihito Tokuno (Age 34 / Monbetsu City, Hokkaido)
Yuichi Shimizu (Age 32 / Kitami City, Hokkaido)

At around 7:25 p.m. on October 7,2010, three of four female Chinese trainees employed in Yubetsu Town
had fallen off an embrnakment into the fishing harbor and were drowning. The remaining women sought
help at the workplace of Mr.Tokuno and Mr.Shimizu, which was near the scene of the accident. After
arriving at the scene, Mr.Tokuno put on a life jacket that Mr.Shimizu had brought and swam out to the
drowning women to help them, while Mr.Shimizu called 119 (the emergency telephone number). Through
their cooperation, they saved the three women. One had been in cardiac arrest, so Mr.Tokuno and
Mr.Shimizu administered cardiopulmonary resuscitation, bringing her back to life.

Nominator: Engaru Fire Department (Fire Chiefs'Association of Japan)
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Yuta Kodera (Age 21 / Fukui City, Fukui Prefecture)

Kumiko Tanaka (Age 20 / Fukui City, Fukui Prefecture)
Miki Mikami (Age 29 / Fukui City, Fukui Prefecture)
At around 4 p.m. on August 6, 2010, Mr.Kodera, swimming at Takasu Beach in Fukui City, noticed a
man swimming who seemed to be having trouble breathing. Suddenly the main disappeared from view.
Believing the man had sunk down into the water, Mr.Kodera went to look for him. He found him about 10
meters from shore, at a depth of about 2.5 meters, and pulled him up and to the beach. The man had lost
consciousness. Ms.Tanaka administered cardiopulmonary resuscitation to him, whereupon he vomited out
water and began to breathe. Ms.Mikami, who was nearby, also administered cardiopulmonary resuscitation
until the ambulance arrived.

Nominator: Fukui City Fire Department (Fire Chiefs'Association of Japan)
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Masaaki Matsukura (Age 44 / Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo)

At around 11:38 a.m. on June 19, 2010, Mr.Matsukura, while waiting for a train at the back of the platform
of the Tokyo Metro Yurakucho Line in Senkawa, saw a woman to his right lose her balance and fall
onto the tracks. Despite the fact that a train was coming, he jumped down onto the tracks and pulled
the woman into a sheltered channel and saved her. The train arrived immediately afterwards. Through
Mr.Matsukura's quick thinking and action, the woman was snatched from the jaws of death.

Nominator: Japan Police Support Association
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Makoto Takesue (Age 38 / Midori-ku, Saitama City, Saitama Prefecture)

At around 2 p.m. on June 6, 2010, Mr.Takemae, standing on the platform of the Uguisudani Station of the
JR Yamanote Line in Taito-ku, Tokyo, saw a sight-impaired man (34) on the platform across the tracks
fall onto the tracks. Mr.Takemae jumped down onto the tracks, ran to the fallen man, lifted him up and
saved him with the help of a person on the platform. After making sure that the man was seated in his
wheelchair, Mr.Takemae looked and saw that a train had stopped near where the man had fallen. The man
had broken his left leg, but his life was saved.

Nominator: Foundation for Encouragement of Social Contribution
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Shuichi Yoshida (Age 68 / Eniwa City, Hokkaido)

HHM—SA

At around 2:15 p.m. on February 26, 2011, Mr.Yoshida, in the apartment building that he owns and lives
in, was notified by a second-floor tenant that an alarm had gone off and smoke was issuing from a first-
floor room. Mr.Yoshida immediately went to the room and rescued a boy (5) in the entryway who was
frightened and couldn't move. Afterwards he went back into the room, now filled with black smoke, and
rescued a girl (1) who, upon seeing him, clung to his leg. He suffered burns to his bronchial tubes, face and
retinas, and ended up being hospitalized for 19 days. But the children were safe and unharmed.

Nominator: Eniwa City Fire Department (Fire Chiefs'Association of Japan)

47



48

= RDIR

CEIJE/EIZREZE (&% 50 )

R - RAREELUVHEE. BR. ZRBERRICMA. mICRENINE
REFINRDRTRL ESENL. HBREABDRE - ZROCHICRENIEINE
FEERIE. B, REMLEZRATTERICKD ., HRICR<ENEINE



?i:’a‘ﬁﬁk?ﬁﬁ%

106

HABE K RS Jatu7 - vy b
ﬁ BRBEESERA Yy 5— 1 o

M 056 ol M-----ooooooioeoo- 084 #i ------------------- 108

NPOEA Kl #MF WE H=x
RE DAZ Q
. 058  oall WM - 084 - 110

SH ZE—EB SEEFEEEA
3keys
------------------- 088 e LLCECTETTREEEE, I P
KSEIEEFEEEA
bhhRIIL—F
------------------- 084
- EFEEFEEEA U EE EE
ACE |
£ P 090 N - -oe- 118
DH I HERFR WRIFETEREA & UBAEH
? ’ 2 W 197 RLOFEEDEDDRADS
------------------- oes eeeeeeeeee-- 092 mmmmmeeeeeeeee-- 120

alE e BH-:-%94 NPO EA
4 mII—"7 FIEBHRVHDEDOR
------------------- 070 N o =Y} e 122
A #- @:mrﬁ =87 gJll —BEBR
------------------- 072 . 0096B 124
B EH 9 fagp HL ki 9%
------------------- [o)7Z N Y o T T e 126



50

49 1/ RHEAHT
BEELREBEME TE-RBREZFE D, RUHEHOEER DR
BTk o7, HBEROFEDLHBICEKEREYR—FORXEMEZRL,
TR 16 FICAMER LT, BAUEMF—L [ EDE 5| %KL
REBLRRY T7RRIVTA T CEECRDEREF—LZES L.
JmABFIDHR W1 ~ 20 ROBLEOFBOIEK., SHRCEREELR
EOBIMICATEMZELTWS, BEENMETEHL WRIRICEL N,
EH L TRETCPHIBUALTOERZET. NPO 2:EEZ LE=EM
EHICREBETIREIEZEDOFARERY, MELLEA-TWLS,

OHEE / BEHFENZFHEN RROFELZER Y MEUVORF T4 7
RE MF

COCIIHEEMIEYA LY, RAHL2EXHZEHEZB L LT E 9,

Hy Bk — A ORERIZ. 5595 50 FRiICE OB &b BWEH2 S, BEd 50k
AN2HEDOWHGORIZEZ LIFoNTEE L

A, BV R—A [HED0LH | ZRELZDITFRI64EFIHTLZ, 2D
TAHEMT, XA L CELRERIIENR27 AMIZRD 3, F—2ICARLTL S K
FoFELbIE, BREFBLAY, FTE2EAQLY LTEIITH G2
TELHERN) TY,

ZOEFIIIRENOERFRLIMBE~NORET], BN % EOHL % MEFNAT
XF9, BWEEERRMBZ > ZEORE, LIKBEVWEZA-7-F THEORIEIC
HWLEEN, NMEOEARICEFELTOWLFELLBLEZRBI LS, ETHO
VAT L7,

ZLCHAERPLTZOFEDLbERH W W, EioTWwWE LA, DL E
WRAMIMRAE RN 2T TR <, W THEDEZE CHLEM L2 ERL T L,
AEAL L ERIUS R, BRI LM E B A — A BRI TR A% A
¥—1bto MROBHVEMA—2Z2 /L0, I F =&ML LI LD
R—=2IZHELEWHERROP) THATLE, FEFHONTFTTVWE I A, 44K
WX CIRBELRMUERROND T L7 ABICZEDLEEFE, BLILEHORARED
TV FVTL 72,

ZOWMN MR TRIRERERM L BR L, BEBMNOB VR A—2 2 &L T
L7225 EICED T TIIRRENKOET Lz, Bz FEd-boatzE) 72
DOBEVTHIZELS, FIRYLOBEMED HH72DIC, BlExZH-72283bdHD
T L7

BIEEINPOOSBHOMATHMNOELILLOIILD, PLLETLHLHIIIR
DFE L7 LIRVAMERZERA-TFELOLEICIE, BRZMDTICHED ) LT



FE 2 THR D Yt

WD, ZAF v TDLITFHMRBPICETLIZ LD ETHY 7, RANOARE
,b\i)‘ﬁg HE G RANDOWEREWN 2RO LA LATHIIHERRFTT . BT,
AREERL ) Oz o7, HUNIIEEEHNWL ) TTD, L2LZALREFD
@“C“A‘?)of%)ﬂ\f:%jt}\iﬁ\ i fo THRALCE L TOWITIE, worlIhE
HoTWLHEDELEFLTVET,

BEBL6HDFELBLLEEVDHY, BHY, Bolzh, BHWIZFHFLE-72
DLGEH5, :T%ﬁ%ﬂﬂ:l,tékiﬁ’@ﬁj%&bé‘L“Cb\i@‘o SIS ETIT IS
REoTBMI OB OBLRFEL 2 RYICL, ZETEHICHELTIWVWD) 2
e BoTEY I,

.

- v
—
e
i
"
f—
-l—-"r .

E (B ST FEETD/A—~F 2 —

Shoichi Sawada (Age 49 /Oita City, Oita Prefecture)
Mr.Sawada grew up in an orphanage, and after working at a company, he became a staff member at
such a facility. Believing that the children from orphanages also need support following graduation from
school, in 2004 he invested his own money to establish Fukinoto, a home that helps such children to
become independent. He, his wife, a paid staff and volunteers operate this foster parent-type of home with
a capacity of six residents. They provide young people aged 15-20 with vocational counseling, guidance
about financial and health management, and other forms of support for becoming independent. As an
orphan Mr.Sawada was placed in a severe environment and suffered. He went on to obtain credentials
as a nursery school teacher and a social worker and operate an NPO. As someone engaged in social
contribution activities, he has become an example and an encourgagement to young people.

Nominator: Kazuko Sakaue, Volunteers'Network for Play Activities Supporting Sick Children
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Kyoto Association of Chefs of Chinese Cuisine: Takumakai

(Shimogyo-ku, Kyoto)

This volunteer organization was established in 1982, by 20 chefs of Chinese cuisine in Kyoto, for purposes
of promoting amity among the members, improving the social standing of chefs, and conducting welfare
activities. It carries out volunteer activities whereby it provides Chinese food to senior citizen facilities
and children's institutions in Kyoto Prefecture and 20 other prefectures nationwide. It has been conducting
these activities 30-40 times a year for 29 years. As of July 2011 it had carried them out a total of 982 times.

Nominator: Fumiaki Higuchi, Chairman, Kyoto Association of Directors of Children's Institutions
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Mikio Mogi (Age 75 / Fukaya City, Saitama Prefecture)

Mr.Mogi lost his sight at three. After graduating from a high school for the visually handicapped, he
entered college by passing the difficult Braille entrance exam. After graduating from college, he went to
work at the National Rehabilitation Center for the Visually Handicapped in Tokyo. After that, based on his
own initiative and through the cooperation of municipalities and other organizations, he completed, in 1979,
the Hitomi-en Nursing Home for the Elderly, Saitama Prefecture's first facility for visually handicapped
seniors, and also organized the National Council of Agencies for the Welfare of the Blind and became its
director. In the 32 years since then, he has operated nine types of social welfare programs, including work
facilties for the blind and care homes for the elderly. These services currently have a total of 245 users
and 133 staff members. In addition to supporting community welfare, they promote employment.
Nominator: Kusumi Kawano
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General Support Center for the Visually Handicapped (Suginami-ku, Tokyo)

This organization was formed in 1987, mainly to open the doors of universities to the visually handicapped
and support them in learning and in securing employment following graduation; it has now been
conducting such activities for 25 years. It has also established and operates a scholarship system and
tranlates textbooks and academic books into Braille. Moreover, it holds classes for training Braille
translators each year and has otherwise developed a system for promptly providing visually handicapped
students with accurate Braille translations. It supports over 300 scholarship students, and has placed
numerous visually handicapped people in positions at law firms, government agencies, prominent
companies and elsewhere. After being licensed as a social welfare corporation, it established a job training
facility which, by 2002, had supplied 29 people for positions in local government and private companies.
Nominator: Takeo Kurematsu
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Rokusei (6 Stars) With Higashiku, Hamamatsu City, Shizuoka Prefecture)

In 1996 this NPO established a small-scale vocational center, mainly for the visually impaired, in Handa-
cho, Hamamatsu City. In 2006 it established another workshop in the Shijimizuka area of the city. At the
two workships, a total of 48 workers and 11 staff engage in the work of developing and manufacturing
white canes and Braille printing, thereby improving the quality of life and promoting the independence
of the visually impaired workers. Moreover, Rokusei With supports both the social reintegration of people
who become visually impaired in mid-life and the participation in society by people who have both visual
and other handicaps. In 2003 it opened a branch in Sri Lanka, expanding the field of its activities.
Nominator: International Association for the Visually Impaired
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Sasashima Clinic (Showa-ku, Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture)
People who had been providing help to senior citizens, day laborers and others struggling due to
unemployment and illness established the Sasashima Clinic in 1985 to strengthen the medical support
being provided. The clinic has now been conducting its activities for 26 years. It provides medical
treatment and conducts consulation activities at a food distribution center; and together with volunteer
doctors and dentists, it also conducts activities for the homeless, such as providing them with free medical
examinations and life and health consultation, and accompanying and helping them to apply for welfare
benefits. To get the citizenry to understand and cooperate regarding problems of the homeless, it also
conducts educational activities through seminars and its website.

Nominator: Ryota Mori
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Barbara Hogan (Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo)

Ms.Hogan is an American sister born in Boston. She was serving the public as a nurse when, in 1962, at
the age of 27, she was sent by her religious order to Japan. The following year, she began working at the
International Catholic Hospital. She obtained a Japanese nursing license. In addition to her work at the
hospital, where the patients include many migrant workers and refugees, she has continued for 48 years to
provide volunteer services, such as interpreting, clerical work, holding bazaars, paying the medical bills of
indigent patients, and even making funeral arrangements for patients who pass away.

Nominator: Evgeny Aksyonov
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Akane Group (Wakabayashi-ku, Sendai, Miyagi Prefecture)
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In 1982, in Sendai, this NPO was started by 10 people as a place for promoting social participation by
housewives. It has now continued to conduct its activities for 29 years. Seeking to establish elder-care as a
socially provided service, it launched a helper system and began related activities. Noticing that the diets of
seniors who live alone frequently lack balance, it switched its focus to delivering wholesome meals to seniors.
Its 89 members and 29 volunteers now deliver lunch and dinner to about 230 people each day.

The Group's kitchen was damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake of March 11, but on the following day
the Group sought to confirm the safety of its members and users, and on March 16 it again began delivering
meals as usual. In this and other ways, it has continued to conduct activities aimed at creating a city where

seniors can continue to live.

Nominator: Foundation for Encouragement of Social Contribution

65



66

78 % / EILREEH

AHHYHENEROBERICTL, BEORBRSLELIIE
BFHLORVWRECREORFZRETCEUAFERITZLTWS, £
HA->TWBREOHEKICEY, BEOFELWRCSEHBICITHERDY
ICHE, RIRICKD > TEZERITONEVWEZRF/-E24E, BHA
HYELWZIZHEHRMEEL LTV, 20 FEUEICHhEY 2K ER
BORELEZORCKREZR-L, BEARTFTYKITTWS,

OEE / BETIULAFNFR (BEHHRERZEDR)

SO, RHPFROBELEAED?D, IO SEIE XEEMICHEEO B %
JHX, COXIBKRELEEZCLLZEILICRELZARVER X ZE U225 B
DEZFLZD, BAPAVWIEEZBZIITLZLICWwWALE L

BEXZTFEo72 /412, B#OAFHLETHTISET,

BRZZRR T BE, EALCEERKE. o NELxAz, BT REOF
MIzlHEFETCHILICEHSLTED Lz COREWNFERANANET LI L
MESNITFELS>TRI VY TATHHETEN T LT

TNNW—=TTEDBEKRTTI, LREDR LD RPTHRAEOHB 2 A5 &KL
WO ERDPRQTAZIIR), BREZRFY A5, REIFEDHZIZF2E LM
IR F L7

RNEREFELO—F4, MYERSNTHL T Bofz7Z Ly BEicpigTol-
RONTL ST, HlBEZEXTVWAVT, b FLA, TH, AL TFLED
RPN OFHEELMC LT, HBEELLTHEZZPS, ROAREVECT, AALEZ
FAHZERRT L7

WEOPIZROALZRESH Y 3, FEDIFZIEETT, PIIEES2LE LW
MOWEZFTHF LTINS TFDBVEDT, LLFHEHWTRORLDIZT KNS 2% L,
FROTELEFTHESLI LS LIILIET, FE2R-> TEHTES> TITLBEARIZIE-
EHiZMECT L-HbEL4H) T L7

BRIEBEO I, BEXHE T Z2MToTIE R BRREEMZ 22D T35
BN TAHEIC AT TRH-TRL L, HOMATHERIITS LR 9,

F 72 BRI FEAZITE DMEREBEOBRCEIE LT, RIFAAL L
WML THRLWE W) RORIFE DR B o 723 TF O L 9 I2iE L
PolzbDTY,

IO b TFHENFROEINZHE [FTDOF.26DFIACLADTFI DL I,
MOELLTAINEKELTW S FEBERLL, TAVF—%2d b0, TLTRAEX
ZTANERE, MEYDITCEEAOINTTOMNICEHOLAFbLEZERLZ L



ﬁ%ﬁﬁk?%ﬁ

Bl WA OHBAHEZOLDIEE R THwEnE o TnId,
bHEH)TITE L7

A BEEDOTTRTFY AREFITUL2TEo LW

Yasuko Tokuda (Age 78 / Kurashiki City, Okayama Prefecture)

Ms.Tokuda stands on a road used for commuting to Kurashiki Municipal Masu Elementary School and
enforces traffic safety for the children, pleasantly greets them, watches over them, and speaks to them
as appropriate. She also kindly takes care of the children as a sort of mother substitute. For example,
she talks with children who are having problems, helps children with their homework, takes the place of
parents who cannot come to school on Parents'Day, and provides children with spending money for school
excursions on behalf of the parents. For over 20 years she has fulfilled the role of linking the school with
the children's families and continued to watch over the children.

Nominator: Kurashiki Municipal Masu Elementary School (Kurashiki Muncipal Board of Education)
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Nowami Consultation Center (chinomiya City, Aichi Prefecture)
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The Center was established in 1998. In 2000, in Nagoya's Minami-ku, it built a facility to help the homeless,
the needy and the socially vulnerable to become independent. In 2007 it moved the facility to Ichinomiya
City. It currently operates two men's shelters and two women's shelters, where a total of 30 people
regularly live. It provides life consultation, job assistance, distributes food, conducts alcohol abstinence
meetings, and provides other kinds of support. Since opening the shelters, it has helped 400 people
towards achieving independence. The Nowami Support Center was certified this year. Users of the recycle
shop, café and other facilities are engaged in its operation and have also begun efforts linked to their

independence.

Nominator: Non-Profit Organization: MOY AI (Independent Life Support Center)
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Katsuo Ishizaki (Age 64 / Arakawa-ku, Tokyo)

For 30 years Mr.Ishizaki and about 20 volunteers have been delivering hand-made bento meals to homeless
people in Ueno Park. Every morning he gets up at 3 a.m. and, using his experience as a cook, prepares 100-
150 bento meals. He then divides them into three groups and, for each group, makes a trip back and forth
between his home and the park, where he goes around and hands out the meals to people with whom he
has become acquainted. The place where he used to work suddenly went out of business and there was a
period when he was forced to live in the park, so he well understands the feelings of the people who live
there. He is not in the best of health, but he plans to continue distributing meals.

Nominator: Foundation for Encouragement of Social Contribution
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Kenji Takeuchi (Age 63 / Naka-ku, Hamamatsu City, Shizuoka Prefecture)

In 1967, while employed at a company, Mr.Takeuchi entered Hamamatsu Rokutenkai, the first Braille
group in Hamamatsu City. Since retiring in 2003, he has devoted himself to Braille translation. Over a
period of about 40 years, he has continued to provide volunteer services as a Braille translator. “The trick
is to be natural,” he said. Until now he has donated more than 2,500 volumes to the Braille library operated
by the prefecture. Since the visually handicapped have little opportunity to travel, he also translates the
travel magazine, Travel Notebook, to give them a taste of the feeling of travel, and is much appreciated
for it.

Nominator: Tatsuyuki Takeuchi
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Nobue Maeda (Age 58 / Aisho Town, Aichi County, Shiga Prefecture)

After working at a facility for disabled children, Ms.Maeda lived communally in a voluntary organization
where young and old, men and women, handicapped and non-handicapped lived together. In 1997, she and
her husband, whom she met there, registered as foster parents and began accepting foster children. In
2001 they moved to Aisho Town in Shiga Prefecture. At their home they have two children of their own
and four foster children; and as home keepers of a care home, they also live with four handicappled people.
Words and melodies occur to Ms.Maeda in the course of living with the foster children, and she writes
them down. She has created over 100 unique songs so far and also holds concerts. This passtime of hers
strengthens the bonds between parent and child and helps to create a loving home for the foster children.

Nominator: Toshio Muranishi, Mayor, Aisho Town, Aichi County, Shiga Prefecture
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KOjiI"O Takeuchi (Age 76 / Matsushima Town, Miyagi County, Miyagi Prefecture)

Motivated by his older brother's contracting the disease, Mr.Takeuchi has been involved in helping patients at the Japan
Muscular Distrophy Association for close to 35 years. In 1978 he formed the organization's Iwate branch; he created an at-
home examination program called the “Iwate Prefecture Method” ; and he searches out patients suffering from this disease.
Subsequently, as a founding member, he partipated in the planning and construction of the West Taga Social Training
Center, a place for training patients to be independent, and of the Barrier-Free Apartment, a place for independent living.

Despite the fact that his home was damaged by the Great East Japan Earthquake of March 11, he ran about checking on
the safety of patients and their families and delivering relief supplies. Fortunately there were no casualties among the
patients, but the training center became unusable and its and other activities had to be discontinued. For the sake of the

patients, he is working to resume the activities under difficult conditions.
Nominator: Masanobu Kaya, Japan Muscular Distrophy Association
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Hideharu Takahashi (Age 68 / Koto-ku, Tokyo)

After graduating from a school for the blind in Tokyo, Mr.Takahashi poured his passion into Braille publishing.
He was then appointed director of the Logos Library of the Blind, of the Vine, a social welfare corporation. He has
consistenly promoted activities aimed at emphasizing the importance of Braille, at protecting the right of the visually
handicapped to read, at advocating for a barrier-free conditions, and at deepening society's understanding of the
visually handicapped. In addition, he standardized, and established JIS regulations for, the Braille signs and displays
in public facilities; he initiated Braille proficiency tests and got the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare to officially
recognize them and to publish the full text of offical election documents in Braille; he improved the Braille book
compensation project (compensation for the difference in price between printed books and Braille books) ; and he
created The Thinking Library. He has been involved in these and other activities for roughly 48 years.

Nominator: Akio Honma, Seimei Welfare Association
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Hiagari Recycling Center (Kokura Kita-ku, Kitakyushu City, Fukuoka Prefecture)

This is one of the workplaces created by, among others, guardians of the mentally handicapped and run
by the social welfare corporation, the Cultivation Committee for Hands Across Kitakyushu. The city
subcontracted part of its recycling, of empty cans and bottles and other “resource garbage” discarded
from homes, to the Center, which is operated as a place where the mentally handicapped work. It was
incorporated in 1978. One of its objectives is to “raise aspirations.” As a result, of its 35 workers, nine
have already obtained a forklift operator's license and two, a heavy equipment operator's license. In this
and other ways, the handicapped who work at the Center and the people who run it have joined hands to
conduct activities aimed at fostering the social independence of the handicapped.

Nominator: Foundation for Encouragement of Social Contribution
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Ryoji Takayama (Age 64 / Cambodia)

From 1992 to 1993, Mr.Takayama participated, as a Self-Defence Forces official, in the UN peacekeeping operations in Cambodia.
After retiring, in order to clear landmines in Cambodia effectively, he invested his own money and, together with other Self-
Defense Forces retirees, founded an NPO in 2002 and began bomb disposal activities in the country. In 2006, he initiated mine-
clearing operations involving civilian participation, conducting them jointly with CMAC. Leading about 100 villagers, he each year
turns about 30-40 hectares of minefields into safe land. Together with the villagers he also builds schools and roads, digs wells and
carries out other projects on the safe land. In addition, he teaches the children Japanese and computer use, and enabled one of
the children to go to a Japanese high school as an exchange student. With the cassava grown in the villages, he produces shochu
(a type of distilled spirits) and is working to promote this into a local industry. To create jobs, he has attracted three Japanese
companies to the area. In June of this year, he established International Mine Clear and Community Development, an NPO, which
conducts its activities jointly with residents of the Cambodian state of Battanban.

Nominator: Shuichi Ono
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Shogo Katagiri (Age 75 / Nishi-ku, Niigata City, Niigata Prefecture)
Kazuko Katagiri (Age 74 / Nishi-ku, Niigata City, Niigata Prefecture)

In 1998 Mr.and Mrs.Katagiri participated in a study tour to India. At a train station they were shocked to see an almost
countless number of street children, and they strongly felt that they couldn't ignore what they saw. Since then they have
continued conducting activities that help street children. In 2003, in cooperation with a local NGO, they established - in
a suburb of Vishapatnam, a city in the eastern part of the country - the Katagiri Centre, a children's village dedicated to
promoting the independence of children. Its 36,422m include a dormitory, kitchen, dining hall, work training center, farm,
library, meditation center, and clinic. Construction of a school was begun in 2009. The school is expected to open in 2012.
Shogo invests in the village his entire salary from the security company where he went to work following his compulsory

retirement. Kazuko helps through running bazaars and other activities.
Nominator: Masashi Uchida
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Sachiko Tominaga (Age 67 / Laos)

?i%ﬁﬁk?%ﬁ%

Ms.Tominaga founded International Cooperation NGO - IV JAPAN in 1988. Based on the idea, “Help should
last until the individual is independent and can earn a living,” this organization has been conducting unique
occupational training in Laos for 17 years. It began by building an elementary school in 1994. It then built the
Vientiane Occupational Training Center. On the “software” side, it trains children who graduated or dropped
out from middle school in such skills as furniture building, cooking, sewing, and barbering and beautician
work. So far it has turned out over 2,000 graduates. Based on the cooperative system of the Laotian Ministry of
Education, Center graduates are provided with a certificate of completion by the Vientiane Board of Education.
The organization also conducts projects related to developing agricultural villages, building educational

infrastructure and promoting exchanges between Japan and Laos.

Nominator: Foundation for Encouragement of Social Contribution
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Aiichiro Yoshida (Age 64 /Zama city,Kanagawa Prefecture)
Chizu Yoshida (Age 86 /Zama city,Kanagawa Prefecture)

The Yoshidas were conducting such activities as investing the proceeds from their trading business with Africa
in the protection of wild animals. In 1994, in Nairobi, they built an orphange for the children of rangers who were
shot and killed by poachers and the children of parents who were killed in inter-tribal conflict. This facility takes
in disabled children as well as orphaned children. In Uganda, which was attacked by Sudan, they also built a
shelter to protect children from being abducted and forced to serve as child soldiers or comfort women. When
the war ended, they built, on the same site, an occupational training school that makes clothing. They have been
carrying out these and other activities for the people of East Africa for close to 40 years.

Nominator: Susumu Hisanaga
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ACE (Active against Child Exploitation) (Taito-ku, Tokyo)
Aiming to create a world where the rights of all children are protected and children can have hope
and live with peace of mind, this NGO for international cooperation works together with the public “to
eliminate and prevent child labor.” In 1998, Japan participated in the Global March against Child Labor,
which was carried out in 107 countries. ACE was formed by student volunteers in 1997, and in 2005 it
was converted to an NPO corporation. At present it conducts international cooperation activities, mainly
in India and Ghana, that protect children from dangerous labor and promote their education. In Japan
it conducts advocacy activities that urge the public, corporations and the government to cooperate in
promoting efforts to prevent child labor.

Nominator: Toshihisa Nagasaka
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Sociedad de Amigos del Ni i o Ecuatoriano (Hanno City, Saitama Prefecture)
This organization was formed in response to the earthquake that occurred in Ecuador, South America,
in 1987, and to the subsequent call for help from Ecuadorians living in Japan. Its purpose is to cooperate
with the people of Ecuador through education so that they can create a just and affluent society for
themselves. It operates a scholarship program for children who cannot go to school due to poverty, as
well an educational improvement program. It conducts activities jointly with local NGOs. This year marks
its 22nd anniversary. It has helped over 180 middle school and high school students to graduate; together
with local citizens, it has built or repaired the facilities of over 230 schools; and it has continued to provide
its support in other ways as well.

Nominator: Yumiko Miyachi
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Japan-Thai Friendship Exchange Group (Nerima-Ku, Tokyo)

This public interest group was established in 1979 for the purpose of supporting education in remote areas
of Thailand. It conducts various activities to help poor children and residents of Thailand. For example, it
donates supplies to the Red Cross and builds schools, clinics, water processing facilities, childcare centers
and dormitories. Until now, it has built 16 facilities, including educational facilities. Over the 15 years from
1985, it conducted an itinerant clinic to doctorless villages and remote regions, and provided humanitarian
aid for refugees from countries that border Thailand. Based on the slogan, “Those who are able to should
carry out acts of love wherever they can,” the Group has continued its activities for over 30 years.
Nominator: Akinori Seki, President, Sasakawa Peace Foundation
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Michiko Negishi (Age 74 / Sierra Leone)
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Since being sent to Africa in 1974 by her religious order, Ms.Negishi has continued her activities for 36
years. From her first post, in Nigeria, she moved to Sierra Leone, where she worked as the person in
charge at a middle school (Our Lady of Guadalupe) in a town called Lunsar. In 1998, as the local civil war
intensified, she was captured by rebel troops; on the verge of being killed, she was miraculously saved
and temporarily fled the country. In 2002 she returned and worked to rebuild the school, which had been
destroyed by air strikes. At present she is head of an occupational school for, among others, women who
were abandoned over the years since 1990 and weren't able to attend school, and works to promote the

independence of the students.

Nominator: Japan Overseas Missionary Activity Sponsorship (JOMAS)

97



98

57 %/ 94 EE

BADNY & VIREEFDEAE > 21 T, BECEIEEH KM
Wﬁ@?"ioT?Ewﬁﬁ%gtTtbiﬁﬁr"Mtﬁ%%ﬁ
DHEVICL T FROREOEERZZHL. CLT7rT7- 27U =
5 DEE Wﬁhtowmﬁ-%F?%l%bb&%li%%:/
TVBANRS VT4 TEEEE L TREIND, UKR—BL T, &
- : EOHHFRZHEV. AIEOFLZ LAY O BREELERDOELLT T
l TEEEEGNTAS LS IUBELTE, 20 EIChT: 2 EBROEE,

_!gﬁ? ZOEEUHINBECZORKICERIND LS IchY, EEBGRD
. BEASLEBEESNIEEICHE>TWE, —FICIYEATEE
HEREA 15 SRR, BEDBOBEDLHICEbFENF T ABES
BB EAD %VT<M5;5K@ot®?\%m?ﬁwtmkAwﬁﬁE%B
Y ) 4R 0 T L D,

OEE / BrEfRaEtE

BHOZ oD, BLEICKSETHEY. MECKR. SEOREF

ZHEREOMEMEZITTEI ZLIEZ, A2 UHICEH> TV A LA TH
LIZAHEWVWH) T ETT, Tld, BNV B VIR > TE2DD. N2t VIR
BRWLZDRZOBBIECI>TTFREOEEXLSVETA, HL5VIEFLEOERIEL
Sy ZODIHEEEPHNEICZ > TWBELELDALZBLIZHAEVWE L2, TOA
LB ROFEEDOHRRLBEMIC I Z2FIMFICL->TFREOREL R L, W2t
SEMWEBRVLTOBED I L0726 EARIZEWZ ED, BELWIZ & RMIEEAL
Bwnhrs, AT F L7

MEREOLDIZEHAG - VWEZE L 2WT R, FEEZ L e HEAETE
EBOBELETE, WAV LVDOTEDOFYRTHATHTT. TI2H, LT
THAT, TONDFRPEL DT L2ATHL ), COEERZHELT, HHOF
RICHLZRHBLELV 7 r T HhM s b2 2R LCEE Lz, ZLC [HBO%T
BCEFTIERLS LB FPHTE%.] LHEZH-TEXS LT F LT,
IS, Vo2 ANV VI TRMMREREISEZ >TLE) &, HE2HTI
AETHIEEARYJICEHELNERELTEFE L, FMDODALLEDOL L BF2 B
v, BEFoZANboHENE Y, RRIIEEME LTRICRS 00, MBETE
VL REEVEN, r#EoTwnE T,

WEAE D & A WAE 20 4O RIRIER 2 54805 L T, S CEIT 2 W ANOF M A # %
B FE Lze 21, —HICI) A TE 8RR, BEOHBOHBRFEDZD
W2 H S TR, #7}{%% FHEWTND EHICho/z b & HARDEEN
DANZHED XS ITEIRICRD, BFVORVAO—BAHMHZBEEZEGH?Z 720



FE 2 THR D Yy

5T,

FEICIZ 20822220 d, AMOBHRGR DA EHMTHEEDOENZ KDV
D0, HHWHAONEFEZHNTLNEADPNT, BE2fFoTWnE AR VES E W) E
Okt I & e o T E$,

EBEAAEM-FET—IF v > T TN
>t UIRBEERMBEE BT

I TS T DORE

Haruyo Abe (Age 57 / Thailand)

Working in Japan at a Hansen's disease sanitorium was the start. There she saw the reality of patients and recuperating
individuals who dreaded the common aftereffect of the disease: that their arms and legs would become deformed from
peripheral neuropathy. Recognizing the importance of protecting arms and legs, she worked to establish a self-care clinic.
In 1991 the organization to which she belonged sent her to Khon Kaen Province, in northeast Thailand, as a volunteer
nurse. Ever since then she has washed disabled arms and legs and treated wounds, while encouraging patients so that they
themselves can carry out self-care to counteract the aftereffect. As a result of putting this regimen into practice for 20
years, its importance has come to be understood by patients and their families, and she has also become a person trusted
by staff at medical facilities. The physical therapists with whom she has worked have themselves ended up helping the self-
care clinic treat the wounds of patients. She has also begun making home visits to older patients who are unable to move.
Nominator: Umemoto Memorial Dental Service Group
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Taeko Kurokawa (Age 50 / Adachi-ku, Tokyo)

For about 28 years, beginning in 1983, Ms.Kurokawa has brought the problems of oppressed minorities in the
Asian and Pacific regions to the attention of society and conducted other advocacy activities. She has lived in
the border area between Thailand and Myanmar and shot video records aimed at preserving the traditional
cultures of the minority peoples there and communicated that aim to a broad spectrum of society. At the same
time, she has participated in the cultural activities of young women of the Dalits, untouchables of southern India,
and also participated in the creation and operation of a program that, through song and dance, seeks to promote
restoration of these people's rights. In various Asian countries, moreover, she has created peace picture books,
done research and development for textbooks, and otherwise led many young people forwards through literacy
education and worked to cultivate talented individuals.

Nominator: Shinji Tajima
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Yoshio Ku reyama (Age 69 / Konan City, Shiga Prefecture)

For 25 years, in Konan City, Mr.Kureyama has linked the police with schools by working to rehabilitate and
educate delinquent youth through regional cleanup activities. In the process of serving as PTA chairman of the
middle school attended by his own children and providing guidance to youth, he found that children will change
if adults take them seriously, and, based on that experience, in 1998 he founded the Organization for Youth
Guidance and Support. In that same year he gathered together formerly delinquent youth and established
Sweeper, a youth volunteer group that undertakes regional cleanup activities. In addition, he supports special
nursing facilities for the elderly, contracts for removing illegally dumped garbage, and has continued other
activities while cultivating relationships of trust with the region and the police.

Nominator: Kazuyuki Miyachi
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Yoshihiro Noguchi (Age 68 / Kokura Minami-ku, Kitakyushu City, Fukuoka Prefecture)

Since opening his first gas station in Kitakyushu City in 1995, Mr.Noguchi has employed people released
from reform schools and prisons and youth with a record of truancy, and has otherwise supported their
rehabilitation. He has employed a total of 87 people so far. Many of the employees at the three gas stations
he now operates are youth with a history of delinquency. “Youth who become delinquent are truly all
obedient children,” he claims. “The cause of their delinquency lies in the home environment created by
the parents.” Based on the belief that “children will change if only they are trusted and have a setting
where they can regain their footing,” he, together with his family, has continued to help them.

Nominator: Moto'o Takeshita, Deputy Representative, The Nishinippon Shimbun
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Seigen |ju (Age 71 / Nanjo City, Okinawa Prefecture)

As a member of the Okinawa Prefectural Assembly serving on the Education and Welfare Subcommittee,
Mr.Iji became acutely aware that there were numerous youth problems, and in 1988 he became committed
to solving the high-school dropout problem. After leaving the Assembly in 1996, he rebuilt the Okinawa
Industrial Development Youth Association and worked to educate and nurture youth. In 2010, his long-planned
rehabilitation project was approved and he established the Yanbaru Youth Squad, which accepts youth who
have committed acts of delinquency or crimes in order to rehabilitate them. Each morning he travels four hours
to go to work at the project's facility 120 kilometers from his home, where he engages with the youth involved,
trying to help them to gain independence and become responsible members of society.

Nominator: Tsunehiko Shinzato
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Joselia Longatto (Age 51 / Toyota City, Aichi Prefecture)
Due to the 1990 revision of the Immigration Control Act, the number of Brazilians living in Toyota City's
Homi Housing Project rapidly increased, evenutally accounting for roughly half of the project's 10,000
residents. Not only were there cultural conflicts as a result; the educational problems of immigrant children
also grew worse. Ms.Longatto was invited from Brazil to serve as principal of the Paolo Freire Community
School, operated by an NPO established in 2005. She deals with the students with great humanity, and
works to improve literacy in the region for people of all ages. The parents wanted to cut tuition, and with
the school's management financially stretched, Ms.Longatto lowered her own salary and now works for
minimum wage while communicating the importance of learning to the children.

Nominator: Shinpei Kawai, Centro Latino Americano Homigaoka
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Masami Matsumoto (Age 48 / Naka-ku, Hamamatsu City, Shizuoka Prefecture)

Ms.Matsumoto is involved with the hiring of foreign workers at companies in Hamamatsu City, and knows
well about the poor state of education for the children of foreigners. Beleving that “no child should be left
behind,” in 2003 she used her own money to establish the Mundo de Alegria School as a place for teaching
the children of South Americans of Japenese ancestry who have come to Japan to work. She serves as the
school's principal. Through her own efforts and support from companies, the school overcame its frequent
financial difficulties and in 2004 became Japan's first school for foreigners to be approved as a “miscellaneous
school.” At present more than 200 children - Peruvians, Brazilians, Paraguayans - are learning at levels

ranging from kindergarten to high school.
Nominator: Yoshiko Okuyama
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Mariko Nakayama (Age 65 / Nakano-ku, Tokyo)
For 23 years, since the Association for Nakano International Communications was established in the first
year of the Heisei Era (1988), Ms.Nakayama, together with volunteers, has built the “Japanese Language
Course” system for studying Japanese, and has exerted herself for the sake of multiculturalism. Besides
courses for students, she holds Japanese language courses for volunteers based on the motto, “At any time,
for anybody, for as long as it takes.” A total of 600 people have taken these courses so far. The courses
for students have grown from 7-8 people initially to large courses in which, last year alone, approximately
4,000 volunteers provided instruction to a total of 8500 foreigners. Since 2008 she has conducted classes
for training volunteers to teach Japanese to children that need such help.

Nominator: Association for Nakano International Communications
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3keys (Toshima-ku, Tokyo)
In fiscal 2010, the number of cases of child abuse in Japan exceeded 50,000, and 30,000 children were living
not with their parents but in children's institutions. Many of those children also entered the institutions
being far behind in their studies due to their unstable home environments and other factors. In the
institutions, one staff member cares for six children and there is a shortage of funds; in such cirumstances,
there is little ability to support learning. Since 2009, 3keys, a nonprofit corporation, has been recruiting
college students and others as teaching volunteers, training them, and, using its own study program,
supporting the study efforts of children in institutions, thus conducting activities that foster confidence
and aspirations in the children.

Nominator: Takashi Yoshizawa, Assistant Director, Saint Joseph's Home for Children
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Shoichiro Muta (Age 79/ Kanzaki City, Saga Prefecture)

Due to his love for books from the time he was young, Mr.Muta wanted to create a “children's library in
the forest” for toddlers and younger students of the region. Thus, in 1996 he invested his own money and
built Suginoko Bunko (Children of Cedar Library) - a log house-like building housing 1,000 picture books,
illustrated books and other publications for children - and a plaza on a lot in Kanzaki-cho. Together with 10
volunteers - mothers from the region and others - he conducts a wide range of activities, including lending
books, reading to children, and publishing the Suginoko Newsletter, thus contributing to developing the
habit of reading in children, to promoting the sound education of children, and to spreading tranquility in

the region. At present the library houses about 3,500 volumes.
Nominator: Kanzaki City Board of Education
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Hirokatsu Okada (Age 60 / Kizugawa City, Kyoto Prefecture)
In 2001, at a facility for mentally handicapped children in Asahi-ku, Osaka, Mr.Okada began teaching Japanese
taiko drums as a form of therapy for the children. From the Nippon Taiko Foundation he has obtained
credentials as an authorized instructor. Even children who fear the sound of taiko drums become able, with
repeated practice and capable instruction, to take the tests for promotion to higher rankings. They also take
part in national taiko contests for the disabled and consistently receive high marks. Since 2008 Mr.Okada has
also been helping youth in neighboring prefectures who are habitually truant or shut themselves off from
society or are NEET (Not in Employment, Education or Training). Through taiko instruction he promotes
improvement in their behavior and expands their abilities and possibilities of self-expression.

Nominator: Eniwa City Fire Department (Fire Chiefs'Association of Japan)
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Ajiroshi Gumi (Ishinomaki City, Miyagi Prefecture)
Ajishima Island lies off the coast of the Oshika Peninsula, in Miyagi Prefecture. Its population of a little more
than 500 people is steadily aging. Ajiroshi Gumi was formed in 2004 to revitalize the island. This volunteer
group's members - non-islanders all - go the island to remove fallen trees, clean the shore and do other work
while socialzing with the island's residents. They also invite children from children's institutions in Sendai to go
to the island and socialize with its elderly residents. Based on the intention of making it into a kind of emotional
foundation, they also opened the school, Aji Island Furusato Rakko.
Due to the Great East Japan Earthquake of March 11, the coast became buried in driftwood and garbage, and
due to this and other reasons, the group's activities had to be suspended. However, the group is working to
resume its activities with the aim of revitalizing the island.

Nominator: Ishinomaki City
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InbanumaYasai lkada no Kai (Inba Swamp Vegetable Raft Association) (Sakura City, Chiba Prefecture)

This NPO was established in 2000 in order to ameliorate the water pollution in Inbanuma (Inba Swamp), a
source of drinking water for the people of Chiba Prefecture. It is endeavoring to restore the swamp by means
of the natural cleaning power of plants and bivalves. On both sides of aluminum water channels, it installs rafts
for raising plants that float the seedbeds and hydroponically cultivates Chinese water spinach, herbs and more,
increasing the effectiveness of efforts to clean a swamp that became known for having the most polluted water
of any lake or swamp in the country. The organization is also endeavoring to sell the cultivated vegetables and
the pearls obtained from the bivalves. Such undertakings have also spread to other prefectures and to Vietnam.

Nominator: Inba Swamp Region Environmental Research Association (NPO Inba)
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Ichiro Nakagawa (Age 78 / Nogata City, Fukuoka Prefecture)

Beginning in 1994, Mr.Nakagawa, together with other citizens of Nogata City and the police, lobbied the city as
he steadily and passionately conducted a movement to ban (eliminate) gangs from the city. He not only sought
to force specified gang offices to close. He also linked these efforts to the passage and implementation of the
Nogata City Ordinance Promoting the Banning of Gangs, etc., the first ordinance in the country to ban gangs.
This ordinance also became the basis for, among other things, Fukuoka Prefecture enacting an ordinance to
eliminate gangs. In addition, it has contributed to creating a city whose citizens can live with peace of mind.

Nominator: Japan Police Support Association
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Hatsume Sato (Age 90 / Hirosaki City, Aomori Prefecture)

In 1983, Ms.Sato opened up her Hirosaki City home as “Hirosaki Ischia.” In order to listen with “the heart of a
mother” to people who have problems in life and living and provide them with consultation, in 1992 she moved
her organization to the base of Mt.Iwaki and changed its name to “Ischia in the Woods.” Here she receives
people who come asking for help and treats them to handmade riceballs. She provides consultation to 70-80
people a year. Based on her own experience with disease, she has widely disseminated the idea that “food is
life” and, through books and lectures, has widely communicated the importance of daily meals. In 1995 she
appeared in Gaia Symphony No.2. Her lecture activities related to food have even spread to overseas.

Nominator: Nobuko Shimomura, Misao Honma
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The Association for Protecting the Japanese Horseshoe Crab
(Kasaoka City, Okayama Prefecture)

This organization was established in Kasaoka City, which, in 1978, as a breeding ground for the horseshoe crab,
became the only place in Japan to be designated a natural national monument. The organization campaigns to protect
the horseshoe crab, known as a “living fossil,” which is threatened with extinction by ocean pollution; it also supports
efforts to improve and maintain the environment of other marine organisms. It has five branches, including in other
prefectures, and a total of about 1,000 members. Each branch conducts such activities as coastal cleanup, ecological
surveys, egg production surveys, and eelgrass planting projects to regenerate seaweed beds. The organization holds
a general meeting once a year; conducts research conferences, observation tours of the breeding grounds, and public
lectures involving citizen participation; and, together with the public, promotes activities for protecting the horseshoe
crab and the marine environment.

Nominator: Takagi Naoya, Mayor, Kasaoka City, Okayama Prefecture)
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The Natori Hamabofu (Glehnia littoralis) Association
(Natori City, Miyagi Prefecture)
The seaside plant, hamabofu, thought to have gone extinct, was discovered on Natori City's Yuriage Beach by local citizens.
Specimens were taken to the local agricultural high school, news that they fruited was reported, and this organization was then
created in 2001, in order to restore the ocean of this beautiful region inhabited by the hamabofu. The organization's nearly 100
members and others are working to cultivate the plant in a protected area of about 1,000m that has been set aside on the coast.
They hold a gathering for transplanting seedlings in June and another for sowing seeds in November. They are aiming to create a
“coastal flower garden” over 10 years'time. The gatherings for transplanting seedlings and sowing seeds are cooperative activities
in which students from the agricultural high school, middle school students and neighborhood associations all participate.
Due to the tsunami from the Great East Japan Earthquake of March 11, Natori City was ravaged, six members of the association
died, one is missing, and the hamabofu protected area was buried in earth and sand. Nevertheless, for the sake of the deceased
members, the association is resuming its activities to resurrect the hamabofu.

Nominator: Miyagi Prefecture, Department of Environment and Lifestyle, Environmental Countermeasures Division
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