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Promoting Sustainable Ocean Management in
Small Island Countries of the Pacific and Indian Ocean :
Success Factors and Challenges Learned from the
Case Study of the Samoa Ocean Strategy

Masanori KOBAYASHI

Abstract

In promoting economy and economic recovery through sustainable use of marine resources and eco-
nomic recovery (blue economy/blue recovery), increasing attention is given to marine spatial planning
including marine protected areas and area based management tools. In order to coordinate diverse and
intensive ocean uses, it is deemed effective to develop marine spatial plans including mapping of ocean and
coastal resources and their uses, and to establish marine protected areas based on such plans. This article
examines the challenges and prospects for consensus building, compliance and enforcement, and finance in
reference to the case study of Samoa.

Key words: marine spatial planning, blue economy, marine protected areas, mapping, Indo-Pacific
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