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Seabed Mineral Resources in Areas beyond National Jurisdiction
and Pacific Island Countries:
Divergent Interests and Challenges to Concerted International Action
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With the mounting demand for mineral resources, interest in seabed mineral resources in areas
beyond national jurisdiction has been increasing. The International Seabed Authority governs the
management of these resources in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS). In June 2021, Nauru communicated to the International Seabed Authority its
intention to apply for the approval of a work plan for mineral resource exploitation and requested
adoption of the Mining Code within two years in accordance with the provisions of the 1994
Agreement relating to the Implementation of Part XI of the UNCLOS. Divergent discussions on the
Mining Code and exploitation emerged. The Pacific Island countries that have applied for
exploration have limited economic revenue and regard seabed mineral resources as a source of
revenue to overcome the economic hardship caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. On the other
hand, the Pacific Island countries that regard marine tourism as a pivotal industry oppose mining in
the absence of measures to safeguard the marine environment. For the Pacific Island countries to
work together to establish a system that can safeguard the marine environment in mining under the
Mining Code, strengthening the international partnership and promoting concerted actions are
vital.
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