




















Deeply impressed with the Japan-US activities on the protection of the children who were the 
victims of the war, Mr.Takechiyo Matsuda, ex- House of Representatives member, worked actively 
in his firm belief toward the government to establish International Social Service Japan (ISSJ) from 
the forerunner of the American Joint Committee for Assisting Japanese-American Orphans. ISSJ 
was sanctioned by Ministary of Health and Welfare as a social welfare organization in 1959. As 
well, ISSJ joined International Social Service (ISS: Headquarters in Geneva) as its Japan branch. 
Mr. Takechiyo Matsuda became the founding president.
For many orphans and refugees who were the victims of the First World War, battled in Europe, 
ISS as international private organization was established to provide homes by means of adoptions, 
to have custody of foster children and foster parents and to assist for family reunions across the 
national boundaries, etc,. ISS is playing the role as consultative organization for UN Economic and 
Social Commission. Besides the activities for intercountry adoption, ISSJ also provided assistance 
for the mixed-race children in need in Japan.

The refugees from Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia are called as “Indochinese refugees”.  Among 
many Vietnamese refugees by Saigon’ s fall of 1975, 9 people who were saved by a U.S. ship 
came to Japan as boat people. In 1978, for the first time, the Japanese government asked ISSJ for 
undertaking the settlement assistance program. ISSJ promptly organized refugee settlement 
assistance counselors all over Japan and gave counseling on various issues needed for refugees’ 
social adjustment to live in Japan. Those were job recruitment, troubles at workplaces, housing, 
adjustment to local community, school attendance, kindergarten or day-care center problems, help 
in the face of illness, Japanese language barrier, etc. 
We would like to express our sincere gratitude in particular for the foster families in Japan that 
provided assistance for the children of Indochinese refugees to have access to education and to 
stand on their own. The number of long-term residents among Indochinese refugees in Japan was 
11,319 in total as of December 2005. Besides, being affiliated with UNHCR for the service 
agreement, ISSJ has been providing assistance to apply for asylum, to solve job, housing and 
medical issues and mental support for the people who escaped from their home countries 
persecuted for religions or politics, so-called “individual refugees”. As it is now, ISSJ provides 
counseling service mainly at East Japan Immigration Center and Tokyo Regional Immigration 
Bureau. ISSJ also provides the program for the public in order to increase awareness for refugees 
and asylum-seekers in Japan.

For assisting the social adequacy of the children 
of long-term residents, held summer camps and 
took field trips every year since 1986

Tour of a quiz show at TV-Asahi

Mr. Takechiyo Matsuda, the founding president, holding 
in his arms an adopted child who is going to America

Wonderful Christmas with our 
new family member 

Ms.  K im i  Ono,  the  f i rs t  
general d irecto r and an  
a d o p t e d  c h i l d  a t  h i s  
departure.
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