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Mission of the Research Center for Marine Education (RCME)

Marine education is essential for
Japan’'s future

Japan suffered great losses that include some 19,000 precious lives during the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami of March 11, 2011. Up to 33 meters high Tsunami impressed upon us
. the relentlessness of natural disaster.
Learning about the Although the ocean may inflict us this sort of harm, it also blesses us in many ways. Japan's
ocean is like living 34,800 -kr_n cc_Je_lstIine is the 6th Ic_>ngest in the world, and 50% of the population is concen-
X trated in cities and towns facing the ocean. We have long taken advantage of the sea
with the ocean for transportation, trade, and leisure. The waters around Japan are considered to be
a hot spot for the diversity of marine life, and a recent survey found that as much
as 14.6% of all 230,000 species of marine life are found here. In addition, Japan
is increasing its renewable energy resources, such as wave and ocean current
generated power as well as mineral resources like methane hydrate and seafloor
hydrothermal deposits that include high grade metals like gold and copper.
The ocean is an ambivalent source of great advantages and disadvantages,
nevertheless, we have inseparable social and cultural ties to the ocean for our
livelihood and subsistence. Accurate and advanced school education of children
about the ocean (ocean literacy), covering the benefits of the ocean as well as
knowledge and methods to reduce ocean-related risks is an educational initiative that
will sustain and improve Japan’s future.

The Research Center for Marine Education (RCME) is the largest center for
research and practice that promotes marine education.

The Research Center for Marine Education (RCME), University of Tokyo Ocean Alliance, is the

largest center for marine educational research and practice in Japan. It was established in 2010 Leaming about
in cooperation with the Nippon Foundation which has been promoting research on the ocean,
development of marine vessels, and the promotion of youth maritime awareness for many years. the ocean

The aim of the RCME is to act and respond to the requirement of the Article 28 of the “Basic
Act on Ocean Policy” (effective from July 2007) which calls for the “promotion of school
education on the ocean” and “development of human resources with the knowledge and
capability required to appropriately address ocean-related political issues”. This center
not only conducts educational research but also develops human resources that engage

in marine education in school curriculum development by employing the latest scientific
knowledge gained through the research activity of the Ocean Alliance.

enriches your life

Objectives of the ME

The Center operates two research units: Marine Educational Policy Studies and Human Development Studies. The former aims to
promote policy-oriented research at the core universities while the latter focuses on field-oriented and community-based development.

Marine Educational Policy Studies Unit Human Development Studies Unit

The objective of this unit is to develop marine education curriculum This unit aims to promote marine education in elementary and secondary
for use in elementary and secondary education and to promote education courses by involving teachers and local community in
teacher training and development. Marine education comprises researching and developing aspects of marine education, such as
academic fields across a number of disciplines, and the correspond- marine biology, marine geology, marine transportation, and fisheries,

ing areas of study are wide ranging. These various fields are used to and by developing marine education professionals who are able to
develop research into integrated curriculum with a focus on educa- use the teaching resources available in coast. By cooperating

tion. The results of this research are compiled into case studies nationwide with educational boards and the Nippon Founda-

which are implemented during in- and pre-service teacher training tion CANPAN public utilities network, this unit also aims to
programs in workshops. This unit also focuses on creating a develop professionals who are able to strengthen the founda-

network of core schools and universities to promote marine educa- tions of marine education in Japan and who can effectively

tion, and on building a support system for practice at elementary, and efficiently utilize the ocean resources. Furthermore,

junior high, and high schools. Finally, this unit aims to create exposing students and graduate students to marine

policies for the inclusion of marine education in future Course of education helps to develop the next generation of marine

Study based on the results of research and training. education researchers and specialists.
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