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A Time to Lead, a Time fo Serve:
Amy Meuresf New Visions, New Roles for Youth

(National Youth Leadership Council Chief Executive Officer)

Amy Mevers
CEO, NYLC

mnylc

Serve. Learn. Change the world.™

nylc

national youth leadership council

NYLC Mission

“Tellme and | forget.
Teach me and | remember.
Involve me and | learn.”

-Benjamin Franklin To create a more just, sustainable, and peaceful
world with young people, their schools, and
communities, through service-learning.

mEnylc
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national youth leadership council
Vision

All young people become civically informed and
engaged global citizens by participating in service-
learning as part of their educational experience

« Be the leading force on the development and advancement of
youth civic engagement through service-learning

« Drive service-learning into the fabric of our P-16 educational
systems

« Engage youth, schools, and communities where educational
disparities are prevalent

nylc

national youth leadership council

Service-Learning Defined

Service-learning is an approach to teaching
and learning in which students use academic
knowledge and skills to address genuine
community needs.

Play Video until minute 1:01
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgSN_OWVv2N0&t=105s

nyic

national youth leadership council

Community Service or
Volunteering

Service-Learning

Purpose: meet the needs of others the  Purpose: meet needs of community
community while increasing student academic
achievement

Can be one-time event or recurring Follows a structured process to make
commitment to volunteer sure both service goals and learning
goals are met

May or may not involve critical Reflection on the experience, the
reflection context of the problem, and effort to
understand underlying causes is key

nyic

national youth leadership council

Service-Learning: A History

Experience and democracy were the central tenets of John Dewey’s
philosophy of education.

“When the school introduces and trains each child of society into
membership within such a little community, saturating him with the spirit
of service, and providing him with instruments of effective self-direction,
we shall have the deepest and best guarantee of a larger society which

is worthy, lovely and harmonious.”

-John Dewey, The School and the Community

5/8/2018
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A Histo I'Y (continued)

Progressive activist Jane Addams, Brazilian educator Paulo Freire,
and Mahatma Gandhi all envisioned education rooted in community and
democratic principles.

It (education) “either functions as an instrument that is used to facilitate
the integration of the younger generation into the logic of the present
system and bring about conformity to it, or it becomes ‘the practice of

freedom,’ the means by which men and women deal critically and
creatively with reality and discover how to participate in the
transformation of their world.”

-Paulo Freire

nylc

national youth leadership council

A Histo I'Y (continued)

» Service-based approaches to education also inspired such volunteer
programs as the Peace Corps and VISTA (Volunteers in Service to
America).

* The Peace Corps reflected the ideas of John Dewey as it enabled
young Americans to learn from their experiences in shaping
communities.

* President John F. Kennedy said, after signing an executive order to
start the Peace Corps, that the volunteers would “learn just as much
as they [would] teach.”

nyic

national youth leadership council

A Histo I'Y (continued)

* In 1969, Peace Corps and VISTA officials along with university
faculty members and students held a conference in Atlanta, Georgia
and defined a new pedagogical approach to education: service-
learning. Defined as the “integration of the accomplishment of a
needed task with educational growth,” this approach attempted to
capture the sentiment and student activism of the 1960s.

« 1983 the National Youth Leadership Council was founded,
supporting service-learning in Kindergarten through 12t Grade

« 1985 Campus Compact was created to support service-learning on
college campuses across the United States

nyic

national youth leadership council

Today: A New Vision for Young People

Traditional View Service-Learning

Utilize Resources —> Act as Resources
Passive = Active
Consumer —_— Producer
Needs Help —> Offers Help
Recipient —> Giver
Victim = Leader

5/8/2018


http://www.books.google.com/about/On_Education.html?id=Ti4RHFbR7ygC
http://www.infed.org/mobl/paulo-freire-dialogue-praxis-and-education/
http://www.ncte-india.org/pub/gandhi/gandhi_0.htm
http://www.peacecorpsworldwide.org/

Lecture 5% New Vision
Reading e of Learning
Audio Visual 30%

e Demonstration

Discussion
Group

75%
Practice by

Doing

90%
Teaching

Others

Source: National Training Laboratories of
Bethel, Maine (now the NTL Institute of
Alexandria, Virginia)

nyic

national youth leadership council

Service-Learning Outcomes

Personal Development

Values Development

Self Image Team Responsibility
Internal Locus of Control Sacial responsibility
Civic Responsibility

Social and Interpersonal Academic and Cognitive
Development Development

nylc

national youth leadership council

Brain-Based Learning

The brain works best when there is:
— Active engagement in the learning
— Choice of activity or project
— Feedback and reflection
Variety and novelty
Complexity and challenge
Function in a social setting

Social Comfort
Group Work Skills
Social Sensitivity

Intergenerational Connectedness

Basic Academic Skills
Specific Subject Matter Knowledge
Critical Thinking Skills

Engaged Learner

nyic

national youth leadership council

Outcomes (continued)

» Promotes connections and bonding

+ Builds self-esteem and empowers youth

* Promotes value formation

+ Career exploration and skill development
+ Accommodates different learning styles

* Exposure to different kinds of people

* Promotes constructive risk and expression
* Reciprocity—students give and receive

5/8/2018
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national youth leadership council

Quality Service-Learning

» K-12 Service-Learning Standards for
Quality Practice

» Backwards Planning by Design

* IPARD: Investigation, Preparation, Action,
Reflection, Demonstration

nyic

national youth leadership council

Demonstration

Reflection g o Planning &
s Preparation

nylc

national youth leadership council

Backwards by Design

FOUR STAGES OF SERVICE-LEARNING

STAGE ONE STAGE

Ve

TV
IDENTIFYING DETERMINING
DESIRED ACCEPTABLE
RESULTS EVIDENCE
Stanctards o o

nyic

national youth leadership council

State of Service-Learning in the US
(as of 2011)

+ 42 states mention service-learning in state policy

+ 18 states award credit towards graduation for
service-learning or community service

» Service-learning or community service is included
in benchmarks and instructional strategies in
many states’ standards and/or frameworks

+ 6 states allow a stand-alone, credit-bearing
service-learning course

5/8/2018
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State of Service-Learning in the US

+ 30 states identify service-learning or community
service as a means of preparing students for the
workplace

7 states, districts are explicitly authorized to adopt
a service requirement for graduation
+ 9 states include service-learning as a valuable

strategy for at-risk students (dropout and suicide
prevention programs)

nyic

national youth leadership council

What We Do

» Support Educators
— Districts in Action
— Service-Learning in Civic Education
— After-School Service-Learning
— Professional Development

nylc

national youth leadership council

What We Do

» Develop Young Leaders
— Youth Advisory Council
— Youth Leadership Training

— Project Ignition and
Youth4Education

nyic

national youth leadership council

What We Do

+ Advancing the Field
— National Service-Learning Conference
— Clearinghouse
— Policy and Advocacy
— Trainings and Resources
— Courses
— Generator School Network

5/8/2018
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Generator School Network

A community of more than 14,000
students and educators supporting
service-learning in and out of school by
improving practice.

— assess and strengthen programs

— exchange experiences and ideas

—improve student and community outcomes

nyic

national youth leadership council

GSN Main Benefits

+ Curricular Resources

» Professional Development

» Assessment Tools

» Project Planning Tool: The Generator

* Online Community

* Badges

* The National Service-Learning Clearinghouse

nylc

national youth leadership council

Generator School Network

* Built specifically to:
— Share service-learning practice
— Get input from other educators and students

— Receive guidance from service-learning
experts

— Improve service-learning quality

nyic

national youth leadership council

A Sharing Community

* FIND QUALITY RESOURCES from both
service-learning experts AND peers

« SHARE service-learning activities,
resources, and project ideas with the rest

of the community
//@émﬂiﬁi

5/8/2018
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YOUR PROFILE Projects

s nylc
>
See your projects, groups, discussions, favorites, and badges. Edit your personal information and user bio by e E

clicking Edit Profile.

2 @

Groups national youth leadership council

GSN by the numbers

» More than 14,000 youth and adult members
USER 810 N » US states represented: 42 + DC
VR » Countries Represented: 17
Fawories « Over 200 active conversations

1§ 2 < (7

1

N
G GENERATOR
SCHOOL Nerworx

International Users ot youth et frcounds

Omneya El Sivan . F_—
Guillermo  Naggar Arunachalam CtIVItI eS
Humbert Malave Susan Koberg lopez 99
Laura Hope

Southcott
Carolyn
Nelson

Lenora M. LeMay

Create a group within the online
community

Provide notes from the meeting
Share CLAYSS publications

Lynne oten Share research on the Clearinghouse
Facilitate a follow-up webinar

Sook Young Ryu

Rafael Nelson
Aboganda

Eduardo
Gueleman and
Maria Rosa

Gamalaldin Mohammed ~ GON Ann Tat

Ibrahim
Ellen Froustis

mnylc

Seyi Wilson
Nataliya Nayavko
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national youth leadership council

For More Information

» Tojoin: http://gsn.nylc.org
* Email questions: gsn@nylc.org

nyic

national youth leadership council

Resources

* Professional Development, Online Courses, and
Trainings
* Generator School Network
» Service-Learning Clearinghouse
» K-12 Service-Learning Standards for Quality Practice
» LIFT: Raising the Bar for Service-Learning Practice
» Backwards by Design
* The Leader
Visit www.nylc.org for these resources and more.

nylc

national youth leadership council

National Service-Learning Conference

« Exploration of youth service and service-learning
worldwide -
« Exchange among

international
practitioners

* New communities 1
and networks internationally

For more information:

Visit us at:

www.nvlc.org

ameuers@nylc.org

mEnylc

5/8/2018
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