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Through collaboration, young people unite to
improve child welfare at a global level.
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Editor’s Preface -

In Pursuit of Youth Advocacy

It was 34 years ago that CYC (California Youth Connection)
started as an organization to promote youth advocacy. Since
then, policy advocacy, which was modeled after CYC, has
spread across the United States. U.S. federal laws passed in the
late 1990s mandated all 50 states to set aside budget for youth
engagement which elevated the growing youth-led advocacy
movement to the next level.
IFCA, which will celebrate its 10th anniversary next year
(2022), has been trying to establish its standing as one of the
few youth advocacy organizations in Japan since its inception.
In this country, youth advocacy and child welfare policy reform
with the underlying concept of “youth development” have a
short history and the term “youth advocacy” itself is not well
understood.
In Japan, where such national policies and awareness at the
citizen level are tenuous, it has not been easy for young people
who have experienced foster care to acquire economic and
human resources in the aim of creating a foundation for their
advocacy activities.
Youth Publication Vol.8 is a special issue that documents and
shares with readers the journey of IFCA’s Japanese and Ameri-
can youth in their pursuit of “youth advocacy” through the
exchange of ideas and collaboration. As you read the reports,
you will see how the simple act of sending out “youth voices”
gradually turned into a collective act with a purpose, and how
the process of “advocacy” changed from talking about what was
happening right in front of their eyes to “advocacy” with an
awareness that would lead to improvements in the child wel-
fare systems and people’s lives.
Our yuth members are now engaged in activities to propel their
energy from these “proposals” to the level of “social change”.
IFCA Editorial Team
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Youth are the experts of foster care. Those who are directly impacted by the system must be part of changing it.




