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About the Global Appeal

Leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, is a communicable 
disease that can be cured with drugs that are available free of 

charge. But while drugs can cure the disease, they alone cannot 
erase the social stigma and discrimination that are a legacy of 

centuries of myths and misconceptions about leprosy.

The Global Appeal is an annual message to raise awareness and 
call for an end to the unjust discrimination that persons affected 
by leprosy continue to face. Initiated in 2006 by Yohei Sasakawa, 
the WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination and the 

chairman of The Nippon Foundation, the appeal is launched every 
January to coincide with World Leprosy Day.

Each year it receives the support of influential partners from 
different sectors to build solidarity and ensure that its message 

reaches far and wide.



Many Voices, 
A Common Goal
Signatories and Venues, 2006-2023 2006

World leaders and Nobel 
Peace Prize laureates

New Delhi, India

2007
Representatives of persons 
affected by leprosy around 
the world

Manila, Philippines

2010
World’s business leaders

Mumbai, India

2011
World’s leading universities

Beijing, China

2008
International human rights 
organizations

London, UK

2009
World’s religious leaders

London, UK

2014
National human rights 
organizations

Jakarta, Indonesia

2015
International Council of 
Nurses

Tokyo, Japan

2012
Members of the World 
Medical Association

Sao Paulo, Brazil

2013
Members of the International 
Bar Association

London, UK

2018
Disabled Peoples’ 
International

New Delhi, India

2019
International Chamber of 
Commerce (ICC)

New Delhi, India

2016
Junior Chamber 
International

Tokyo, Japan

2017
Inter-Parliamentary Union

New Delhi, India

2022
World’s philanthropic 
organizations

Online

2023
Participants and organizers 
of International Symposium 
at the Vatican on Hansen’s 
Disease

Vatican

2020
International Paralympic 
Committee

Tokyo, Japan

2021
International Trade Union 
Confederation

Online
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"Every person is born free and equal
in dignity and human rights." :�

Many people think that leprosy no longer exists.
But it does - and also the stigma and

discrimination it causes.

Discrimination against people affected by leprosy is
one of the oldest and most pervasive examples of
social injustice in the history of the human race.

Even today, millions of men, women and children
continue to suffer social, economic and legal 

discrimination, simply because they or a family
member have had leprosy.

Leprosy is a curable disease. Yet misguided notions
about leprosy persist, with devastating 

consequences for those thus stigmatized.

Denying the inherent human rights of anyone on
the basis of disease is indefensible. 

Discrimination can never be justified.

Silence on this issue is not acceptable.

We urge you to join us in the fight to end
this social injustice.

Together, let us create a society in which
every individual is free and equal

in dignity and human rights.

Global Appeal 2007 is an initiative of Yohei Sasakawa, 
WHO Goodwill Ambassador for the Elimination of Leprosy,

endorsed and co-signed by leaders of People Affected
by Leprosy around the world. 

January 29, 2007
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Yohei Sasakawa 
WHO Goodwill Ambassador for 
the Elimination of Leprosy 
Chairman, The Nippon Foundation

•· From the First Article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) 
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Contact The Nippon Foundation (http://www.nippon-foundation.or.jp or fax 81362295602) for more information.



















From ancient times, leprosy has been feared around the world as a 
dis�guring disease without a cure — a divine punishment, even. 
�rough the ages, individuals with leprosy have su�ered harsh 
discrimination and inequalities. 

�anks to the development of e�ective drug therapy, leprosy is now 
completely curable — and the cure is free. With early diagnosis and 
treatment, the disabling e�ects of the disease can be prevented. 

However, the stigma and discrimination associated with leprosy 
remain deeply rooted. Individuals with the disease, those who have 
been cured and even their families �nd themselves treated unjustly, 
with their opportunities for education, employment, marriage and 
other forms of participation in society restricted.  

Myths and misconceptions are what prompt this stigma. In order to 
remove these misperceptions about leprosy, and eliminate the 
stigma and discrimination, people need to be properly informed 
about the disease. 

JCI (Junior Chamber International) is the leading global 
network of active young citizens, dedicated to creating 
sustainable impact in their communities by seeking targeted 
solutions to local challenges. 

We will use our international reach to condemn and 
�ght against the discrimination that individuals a�ected 
by leprosy experience. 

We will support activities to ensure that the next 
generation is properly educated and informed to 
eliminate the discrimination.  

We will aspire for a world in which individuals a�ected by 
leprosy and their families can live free from discrimination 
and enjoy the same rights and opportunities as everybody 
else in order to reach their greatest potential.   

Launched in Tokyo, Japan, on January 26, 2016, Global Appeal 2016 is an initiative of Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination, 
Japanese Government Goodwill Ambassador for the Human Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy, and Chairman of The Nippon Foundation.

Endorsed by 
Junior Chamber International

Paschal Dike
2016 JCI President

Kosuke Shibata
2015 JCI Japan President

Yohei Sasakawa
Chairman of �e Nippon Foundation

GLOBAL APPEAL 2016To end stigma and discrimination
against people affected by leprosy
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Mr. Saber H. Chowdhury
(Bangladesh)

President,
Inter-Parliamentary Union

Mr. Yohei Sasakawa

Chairman, 
The Nippon Foundation

Leprosy, a disease once feared for its disfiguring effects, is completely curable today 
with modern drug therapy. Over 16 million people have been treated worldwide.

Early diagnosis and prompt treatment help prevent physical impairment.

Yet mistaken beliefs about the disease persist, perpetuating social and economic 
discrimination.

In different parts of the world, people affected by leprosy and their family members 
can find themselves:
・deprived of opportunities for education, employment, and marriage.
・marginalized or rejected by society.
・stigmatized by outdated laws and practices based on discredited assumptions.

We, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, firmly believe that solutions to the challenges 
facing persons affected by leprosy must be firmly embedded in human rights, as a 
key component of democracy and development.

GLOBAL APPEAL
2017
To End Stigma and Discrimination 
Against Persons Affected by Leprosy

We condemn all forms of discrimination on the grounds that a person has or 
once had leprosy.

We recognize and support the 2010 United Nations General Assemb ly 
Resolution on the Elimination of Discrimination against Persons Affected by 
Lepro sy and Their Family Members, and are committed to contributing to the 
implementation of its accompanying principles and guidelines.

We urge all Parliaments to promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and 
policies to end stigma and discrimination against persons affected by leprosy, 
and to ensure that:
・Persons affected by leprosy and their family members are treated at all times 
with dignity and respect;
・Persons affected by leprosy and their family members are fully represented 
and involved in political discussions and decisions which affect them, and that 
they benefit from the full enjoyment of their human rights;
・We help create a society in which every individual is free and equal in dignity 
and human rights.

Launched in Delhi, India, on January 30, 2017, Global Appeal is an initiative of Mr. Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination, 
Japanese Government Goodwill Ambassador for the Human Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy and Chairman of The Nippon Foundation.
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Deficientes Angolanos (ANDA)
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DPI Chad,
Union Nationale des 

Associations des Personnes 
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Society “For International 
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Organizaciones de Personas 
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DPI El Salvador,
Asociación Cooperativa de 
Grupo Independiente Pro 

Rehabilitación Integral 
(ACOGIPRI)

DPI Guatemala,
Coordinadora de 

Organizaciones de Personas 
con Discapacidad de 

Guatemala (COPDIGUA)

DPI Honduras,
Fundación Hondureña de 

Rehabilitación e integración del 
limitado (FUHRIL)

DPI Mexico,
Confederación Mexicana de 

Limitados Físicosy 
Representantes de Deficientes 

Mentales a.c.

DPI Nicaragua,
Organización de 

Revolucionarios Discapacitados 
(ORD)

DPI Panama,
Asociacion Nacional De 

Personas Impedidas (ANPI)

DPI Antigua & Barbuda, 
Antigua & Barbuda Association 

of Persons with Disabilities 
(ABAPD)

DPI Bahamas,
Disabled Persons’ Organization 

(DPO)

DPI Barbados,
Barbados National 

Organization of the Disabled 
Inc. (BARNOD Inc.)

DPI Belize,
Belize Assembly for Persons 

with Diverse Abilities (BAPDA)

DPI Dominica,
Dominica Association of 

Persons with Disabilities Inc. 
(DAPD Inc.)

DPI Guyana,
Guyana Council of 

Organisation for Persons with 
Disabilities (GCOPD)

DPI Haiti,
Network Association for the 

Integration of Disabled Persons 
(RANIPH)

DPI Jamaica,
Combined Disabilities 

Association (CDA)

DPI Montserrat,
Montserrat Association for 

Persons with Disabilities Inc. 
(MAPD Inc.)

DPI St. Lucia,
National Council of/for Persons 

with Disabilities (NCPD)

DPI Trinidad and Tobago, 
Trinidad and Tobago Chapter 

of Disabled People’s 
International (TTDPI)

DPI United States,
United States International 

Council on Disabilities (USICD)

DPI Bangladesh,
Protibondhi Nagorik 

Shangathaner
Parishad (PNSP)

Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI) is an organization
open to persons with disabilities of any kind.

Our goal is an inclusive society in which everyone has rights and can participate in society.
Both DPI and The Nippon Foundation are committed to this goal.

“Nothing about us without us” is the guiding principle of our activities to realize an inclusive society.
 DPI pledges to work together with the leprosy community to

raise awareness of the disease to encourage
a proper understanding of leprosy and respect for the human rights

of the individuals and families it affects. 
We will work together with persons affected by leprosy to speak out and 

advocate for greater social participation.
In working towards our common goal of an inclusive society, 

we will share knowledge and experience with persons affected by leprosy.  
Together with persons affected by leprosy, 

we call on society for the protection of our rights and for equal opportunity. 

To End Stigma and Discrimination
Against Persons Affected by Leprosy

Global Appeal 2018

Yohei Sasakawa
Chairman

The Nippon Foundation

Javed Abidi
Global Chair

Disabled Peoples’ International

 
Launched in New Delhi, India, on January 30, 2018, Global Appeal 2018 is an initiative of Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination, 
Japanese Government Goodwill Ambassador for the Human Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy, and Chairman of The Nippon Foundation.



GLOBAL APPEAL 2019

Sunil Bharti Mittal
Honorary Chair, 
International Chamber of Commerce 

Yohei Sasakawa
Chairman,
The Nippon Foundation

 Launched in New Delhi, India, on January 30, 2019, Global Appeal 2019 is an initiative of Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination, 
Japanese Government Goodwill Ambassador for the Human Rights of Persons Affected by Leprosy, and Chairman of The Nippon Foundation.

To End Stigma and Discrimination Against Persons Affected by Leprosy

Each year, thousands of people are newly diagnosed with leprosy. 

Depending on their circumstances, they will join other persons affected by the disease
who face multiple forms of discrimination and barriers to their participation in society. 

In order to combat this discrimination, it is necessary to demystify leprosy
by promoting accurate information—namely that leprosy is curable, that treatment is free and

that there is no reason to marginalize anyone with the disease.

Success on this front also requires working to build a more inclusive society.

As the world business organization, the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) works to
create solutions for sustainable economic growth for the benefit of all through a commitment to

international trade, responsible business conduct and a global approach to regulation.

By drawing on our global network of 45 million companies in over 100 countries,
we develop and advocate inclusive approaches to important challenges,

with the objective of making business work for everyone, every day, everywhere.    

That includes those affected by leprosy because everyone deserves a chance to fulfil his or her potential,
and the barriers of stigma and discrimination should not be allowed to limit their opportunities. 

Together with The Nippon Foundation and other stakeholders, the ICC is committed to
a truly inclusive society in which the rights of each individual are respected

and every person can live with dignity. 
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Andrew Parsons
President,
International Paralympic Committee 

Yohei Sasakawa
Chairman,
The Nippon Foundation

Leprosy is a curable disease. 
But it is not just a simple health issue. 

Many people affected by the disease are marginalized
because of stigma and discrimination. 

Their opportunities in life are restricted, even after being cured. 

Society’s prejudice has a negative impact on their families, too.
 
The International Paralympic Committee aspires to
a more inclusive society for people through Para sport. 

It aims to challenge stereotypes and transform attitudes,
breaking down social barriers toward people with a disability.

Diversity and inclusion are core to what the IPC stands for.

We are committed to the creation of a just and 
equitable society.

In this Paralympic year 2020, we stand with persons affected 
by leprosy in calling for an end to stigma and discrimination.

Together we seek to realize a society that respects the human 
dignity and fundamental freedoms of all its members.

GLOBAL APPEAL 2020 
To End Stigma and Discrimination against Persons Affected by Leprosy
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About Global Appeal
The Global Appeal is an annual message to raise awareness of leprosy and to call for an end to the discrimination against persons affected by leprosy. First launched in 2006 by Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill 

Ambassador forLeprosy Elimination and  chairman of The Nippon Foundation, it is issued every January to coincide with World Leprosy Day, and endorsed each year by world leaders and organizations in 
different fields, including religion, business, education, medicine, and law. Launched in Tokyo, Japan on January 27, 2020, Global Appeal in its 15th year is endorsed by the International Paralympic Committee.



As the International Trade Union Confederation, our mission is to promote and defend the rights and interests of all working people. 
Although leprosy is completely curable, prejudice and discrimination based on old perceptions linger.

The stigma of leprosy can result in ostracism and job loss. 

Even family members of a person affected by leprosy may find doors closed to them, despite being eager and willing to work.   

International labor standards uphold the elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation. 

ITUC supports the efforts of persons affected by leprosy who want to earn a living.
We believe in equality and non-discrimination.

We uphold the right of every individual seeking work to be treated with dignity, fairness and respect.

Ms. Sharan Burrow
General Secretary,
International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC)

GLOBAL APPEAL 2021
To End Stigma and Discrimination against Persons Affected by Leprosy

Endorsed by the International Trade Union Confederation

Signed on behalf of the ITUC and its 332 national member organisations representing 200 million workers in 163 countries and territories.

The Global Appeal is an annual message to raise awareness of leprosy and to call for an end to the discrimination 
against persons affected by leprosy.
First launched in 2006 by Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination and chairman of The Nippon 
Foundation, it is issued every January to coincide with World Leprosy Day, and endorsed each year by world leaders and organizations 
in different fields.
Launched online on January 31, 2021, Global Appeal in its 16th year is endorsed by the International Trade Union Confederation.
gasasakawa.org

Sasakawa Leprosy (Hansen’s Disease) Initiative is a strategic alliance that links together the WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination, 
Sasakawa Health Foundation, and The Nippon Foundation for achieving a leprosy-free world.

Yohei Sasakawa
WHO Goodwill Ambassador
for Leprosy Elimination

Chairman, The Nippon Foundation
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Don’t Forget Leprosy

Sasakawa Leprosy (Hansen’s Disease) Initiative launched the “Don’t Forget 

Leprosy”/“Don’t Forget Hansen’s Disease” campaign in 2021, in the midst of the 

coronavirus pandemic, to ensure that efforts against leprosy and the needs of 

those affected by the disease were not neglected. In the years since, we have 

carried out a number of activities and events including the Global Appeal under 

the slogan “Don’t Forget Leprosy” and the campaign continues as we work with 

stakeholders around the world for the goal of a leprosy-free world.

In the days and weeks before and after World Leprosy Day 2022, we worked with 

32 organizations from 13 countries, including Bangladesh, Brazil, India, Indonesia 

and Nigeria, on awareness-raising activities. We also supported research projects 

by 14 organizations from 10 countries on the impact of the coronavirus pandemic 

on persons affected by leprosy, discrimination against them and the socio-

economic situation of their communities.

In January 2023, as part of the Don’t Forget Leprosy campaign, we co-organized 

an international symposium on Hansen’s disease that took place at the Vatican, 

during which we launched the 2023 Global Appeal. 



GLOBAL
APPEAL 2022

Global Appeal to End Stigma

and Discrimination against

Persons A	ected by Leprosy

In recent times, we have seen how fear of disease has changed people’s behavior, 
creating divisions in society and widening inequalities. 

Leprosy, or Hansen’s disease, has had this e	ect. 

It is one of the world’s oldest recorded infectious diseases. In the past, people with leprosy were ostracized
out of fear of infection. It was seen by some as a divine punishment or a curse.

Leprosy is now curable, but myths and misconceptions remain.

Even today, persons a	ected by leprosy and their families continue to face social rejection in various parts of the world, 
and this has been made harder to bear by the impact of the coronavirus pandemic.

As foundations, we are committed to contributing to the public good.

Addressing social injustice and building a better world is at the heart of what we do.

Discrimination against persons a	ected by leprosy and their families is an issue of human rights.

No one should be stigmatized on the basis of a disease.

In the spirit of philanthropy, we call for a society in which everyone can live a dignified life enjoying all their basic rights.

About Global Appeal 
The Global Appeal is an annual message to raise awareness of leprosy and to 
call for an end to the discrimination against persons affected by leprosy. 
Initiated in 2006 by Yohei Sasakawa, WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy 
Elimination and chairman of The Nippon Foundation, it is issued every January 

to coincide with World Leprosy Day. Each year it is endorsed by different 
individuals or organizations in fields including business, education, health, human 
rights and the law. Endorsed by the world’s philanthropic foundations, Global 
Appeal 2022 is the 17th appeal in the series.
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GLOBAL APPEAL 2023
to End Stigma and Discrimination against Persons Affected by Leprosy

This year marks the 150th anniversary of Dr. G.H. Armauer Hansen’s discovery of the bacillus that causes leprosy.

Leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, is now a curable disease. 
With early detection and treatment, disability associated with leprosy can be prevented.

Multidrug therapy, the cure for leprosy, is available free of charge throughout the world. 
But drugs alone are not enough to overcome social and economic discrimination.

To complete the healing process, we must cultivate the human family’s innate vocation to fraternity and recognize 
that all human beings are brothers and sisters, equal in dignity.

Today, as the 70th World Leprosy Day, established by Raoul Follereau in 1954, approaches, we stand with persons  
affected by Hansen’s disease. 
We join them in working for a world free from the stigma associated with the disease and for an end to social injustice.

Let all of us play our part in realizing an inclusive society in which no one is left behind.

Love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:39)
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About us

Sasakawa Leprosy (Hansen’s) Disease 
Initiative

Sasakawa Leprosy (Hansen’s Disease) Initiative is a strategic alliance 

formed in 2020 between WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy 

Elimination Yohei Sasakawa, The Nippon Foundation and Sasakawa 

Health Foundation for the purpose of achieving zero leprosy. We 

pursue the goal of zero leprosy, a world free from all forms of 

suffering associated with the disease, through a three-part mission: 

tackling disease, eliminating discrimination and preserving history.

Sasakawa Health Foundation

Sasakawa Health Foundation (SHF) was co-founded in 1974 

by Yohei’s father, Ryoichi Sasakawa, and Morizo Ishidate, a 

pharmacologist who was the first person to synthesize a drug 

treatment for leprosy in Japan. SHF is committed to a public health 

approach and collaborates with a wide range of stake-holders in 

order to address interrelated medical and social issues.

The Nippon Foundation

The Nippon Foundation (TNF), also founded by Ryoichi Sasakawa, 

has been providing funding for leprosy-related initiatives since 

1967. In addition to providing the majority of funding for SHF and 

the WHO Goodwill Ambassador’s activities, TNF has been the main 

donor to the WHO’s Global Leprosy Programme since 1975.

Yohei Sasakawa 
WHO Goodwill Ambassador for Leprosy Elimination

World Health Organization (WHO) Goodwill Ambassador for 

Leprosy Elimination Yohei Sasakawa, who is also the Japanese 

Government Goodwill Ambassador for the Human Rights of Persons 

Affected by Leprosy and Chairman of The Nippon Foundation, 

has visited around 100 countries in his role as an ambassador 

for leprosy elimination to raise awareness of the disease and the 

challenges associated with it since he was first appointed in 2001. 

He has gained a global perspective and is in a unique position to 

advocate for persons affected by leprosy and their families.
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