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For many Asian countries, sea lane still serves as one of the most important transportations
as they have been relying on sea transportation for centuries from periods of traditional methods of
fishing and trade. In the Fourth Basic Plan on Ocean Policy of Japan, Maritime Domain Awareness
(MDA) is a key pillar of Japanese ocean policy, in tackling Illicit, Unreported and Unregulated
(IUU) fisheries. As Japanese archipelago is surrounded by sea and having 6 largest Economic
Exclusive Zone (EEZ), it is Japanese responsibility to take an initiative in MDA proliferation and
betterment in long-term perspective in Asia-Pacific Ocean territory where states need sophisticated
management system for a fair and sustainable usage of the regional commons and a mechanism of
governing the commons utilising data gained from MDA.

In this paper, a proposal to set-up Japanese government’s dual mandate to address crimes
and illegal activities in short-term and to secure a ground to assure sustainable use of resource in
long-term cycle, which is administrated by central and local governmental offices, is going to be
elaborated and examined. This paper proposes to utilise institutional resources available on national
and prefectural level, such as cooperations of different sectors and organisations including coast
guards, Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), governmental offices, courts, and
municipalities to form a network and operate under necessary cooperation. In addition, despite that
usually a package of domestic policies regarding ocean resource management is not transferrable to
other countries, this paper shows possibility of stronger knowledge-sharing mechanism of IT and Al
utilisation and ITUU mitigation by utilising regional networks and international networks such as
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