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| am grateful that | got the chance to visit the Kokuyo Company and to learn how the production
chain of papermaking industry works. As one of the top producers around the world, Kokuyo is not
only productive and efficient, but also focusing on ecological production. How to use the raw materials
effectively and how to deal with the wastes environmentally would be a key factor to sustainable
development, which is an imperative and eye-catching issue, worth fighting for.
(RFEHRRUELRZ 2 @4E  Su Xinyi)
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/ It was a great opportunity to visit the producer of the well-known “Campus” notebooks, and the
newly-designed REEDEN series. | am impressed by their fully consideration on resource recycling -
using the reed from Lake Biwa, paying attention to the waste ink and so on. For consumers, the
feeling of being close to nature while writing on the notebook can be very treasurable. Meanwhile,
on the way to the company, | had lunch with an intoxicating scenery: autumn sunshine spreading on
vast stretches of sunflowers. | always enjoyed the study tours organised by CoHHO, a good

combination of experience and knowledge acquisition.
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On 14th December, | attended the symposium organized by the educational unit for studies on

the connectivity of hills, humans and oceans (CoHHO Program), Kyoto University. In this
symposium, four guest speakers were invited to share their experience about the application of
environmental conservation in enterprises from different perspectives including governmental,
agricultural companies, manufacturing companies and banks. Such a symposium is a very good
and precious chance for people who are interested in such topics to communicate with enterprises
directly, especially for us students, it makes us realize the gap between reality and theories, which
will drive us to consider how to put what we have learnt in classrooms into practice.

Within the four topic speeches, I've got a deep and positive impression after listening to the
speech given by Mr. Kenichi Maeda from KOKUYO PRODUCT SHIGA CO.LTD. This is a small-
sized papermaking company based on the bank of Lake Biwa in Shiga Prefecture, with almost 40
years of history. Since 2007, this company began to develop, make and sell paper products made
from reed living around Lake Biwa. With the enlargement of the market, they try to send messages
about local ecological integrity and CSR to consumers through their beautiful and high-quality
products. In addition, they also put a lot of effort to organize volunteer activities to mobilize more
people to pay attention and make contribution to the protection of Lake Biwa.

There are two main reasons why | think their speech and achievement are attractive and
impressive to me. Firstly, the region of Lake Biwa is very similar to my hometown, a small city in
Jiangsu Province, where there is a big fresh water lake just like Lake Biwa. Reed is a very common
plant in shoal waters in Northern Hemisphere. It is a very important part of the local ecosystem,
mainly offering shelters to wild animals, meanwhile, it is also a part of the landscape. In the mind of
people living near these waters, reed marsh is the link and intermediary zone between human
society and wild natural world. However, with urbanization and modernization, reed marshes are
dying-off. Mr. Maeda's speech reminded me of the reed marshes in my hometown. | think the
pattern of KOKUYOQ's development could be a feasible example to similar companies in developing
countries like China. Secondly, the strong sense of social responsibility and great motive power of
Japanese enterprises touched me and earned my respect. One of the key factors for becoming a
successful and respectable enterprise is that the company must give something good to the society
while taking from it. This is the era of business. In other words, enterprises hold great power to
influence the whole world. If enterprises are willing to put efforts on leading their consumers to the
right direction, for instance, saving energy, saving food, living in harmony with the environment,
etc., | believe that the speed by which we will be solving environmental problems can become
much faster, for sure. It is comforting to see that there are still some companies like KOKUYO
which never give up on contributing their power to improve the relationship between human and

environment, in which case, their attitude is worth being taken as a reference by many

\transnational enterprises like P&G and Unilever, )
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CoHHO Program can offer more chances to students to communicate with experts working on the

~

In summary, | am very grateful to have attended this symposium before my graduation. | hope
leading edge of environmental conservation and sustainability.
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A total of ten students from different countries enrolled at the Graduate School of Agriculture, the
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies and the Graduate School of Economics actively
participated to this course. The first semester sessions were dedicated to 1) learn basic principles and
methods of scientific presentation and 2) apply this new knowledge by presenting in English their
respective internship plan. Students who did not intend to do an internship had the choice to present
either their own master / doctoral research or a scientific article. The second semester sessions aimed
at improving previously learned skills and was dedicated to the presentations and discussions of
internship or personal research achievements.

For example Mr. Baltazar Dolton Erick Suyosa presented his study on the comparison of household
sewage management practices between two cities in the Philippines, and proposed interesting solutions
to improve people practices and local management (Laguna and Lake Development Authority,
Philippines). Ms. Fu Jing presented her research on compensatory mitigation of coastal wetlands in the
Yellow River Delta, China (Beijing National University, China). Ms. Miho Kanno presented her research
on the desertification issue leading to a decrease of suitable areas for agriculture in Namibia. She
focused on villagers uses of natural resources and on the invasive species Cynodon dactylon and its




impact on pearl millet yield (Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, Namibia). Mr. Yasumasa Murata
presented his doctoral research on the use of ultra-violet as a substitute for traditional chemical
pesticides for spider mites in order to contribute to solve the issues of pesticide resistance and pollution.
Finally, Ms. Zhang Mengyuan the only economist of the group introduced us to the basics of emission
trading (e.g.: greenhouse gases, pollution, etc...) in the context of climate change.

Being abroad during half of the course period, the students and | decided that we could organize
some of the presentations using the university viso-conference material. Although students are now
used to attend viso-conference lectures, this time they were the one that had to give a presentation
using this material. First time users were somewhat clumsy, but the overall impression of their
presentations was very professional and | could feel that they had lots of fun doing it.

The first two classes were very theoretical and students found it difficult and abstract. However, once
they have managed to make the link between presentation theories, their own research and the
message they wanted to transmit to their fellow students, they started to relax and the course became
interactive and challenging. Over time, some students managed to overcome their shyness and started
to ask pertinent questions during discussion sessions, leading the way to the other students. This course
was also an opportunity for students of various specific fields to be immerged in a pluridisciplinary and
international team, which is nowadays a standard in many world leading research institutes or private
companies. | have enjoyed very much this course and the energy of those dynamic students.

(Edouard Lavergne)
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Event Report 5 Pre-meeting for Joint Research Project on CoHHO in Hue, Vietnam
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Taking part in the study tour organized by the CoHHO and the Alumni association at Omihachiman
has been an occasion to foster again my knowledge on the relationship between human, forest and
the lake in this area. It was also an opportunity to enjoy the wonderful rural scenery and the company
of other students, professors and staff of CoHHO. Apart from the wonderful experience on bamboo
forest management and tree plantation on that day, | could admire the beauty of the countryside and
increase at the same time my understanding of the area when joining the Suigo cruise. It was a
wonderful experience to explore the lake and the surrounding environment by boat. This boat tour
was very informative and resourceful since the captain of the boat, who is at the same time our guide
shared detailed information of the area and its story. In the past, farmers dragged the soil under the
lake and used them to make Kawara or use this fertilizer on the paddy field. When it rains, parts of
the soil are brought by runoffs and came back again in the river.

In short, it was a very interesting and educating tour, | have enjoyed a lot the different activities we
had on that day.

(IKIRESEIE 1252 2 @4  Stephane Olivier Randriamanantsoa)
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There are many Kawara tiles in Kawara museum. | was surprised Japanese typical silver Kawara
needs a sophisticated technology to bake mud. When we make Japanese Kawara, we need to bake
it at high temperature with carbon gas. Then a carbon film is formed on the surface of Kawara. This
filming make Kawara tougher. | experienced making Kawara from mud. When | was mixing the mud,
thinking what do | want to make of it, my childhood memories came back to my head and | felt happy
using my hands and brain. | am looking forward to receiving the original baked Kawara stuff in the

near future.

(REMARHELREZ20% HE B
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Temporal and spatial variability in overfished coastal
ecosystems: a case study from Tango bay, Japan
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Fencing the commons in the lower Omo valley,
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x)

Spatial distribution and annual changes of fine root
demography in a larch plantation (KRR 2—% %)

Using LMDI method to analyze China’s industrial
carbon emission from final fuel use over 2005-2011
—Discussing China’s first efforts on industrial carbon
emission mitigation (AZEFK)

Costs comparison between FSC and non FSC
Acacia plantations in Quang Tri province, Vietham
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